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Chapter xvii. 

ft 

Hr* CARLTON, (be ewly tutor of 
Lord Montague aad hh deceased bro- 
tlrer, a man of the most refilled $eme 
and BBfaiemisbed charaeter, had fer 
many years resided oh ». valuaUe livng 
m Cumberland-, in the* gift of the Mon- 
tagfie famify; and of whiei^ Montague 
himseif \ya» at tbi» period the actual 
pafaitm. Beauehaasp^ 1^ kte Lord 
Montague', had been early taken frotn 
hk care, 9mt ptaced at WestmiiiBter 
School ; but Montagoe himBelf, destined 
ftom infiincy to a different path in life, 
had been edueatei solely under this 
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i WARWICK CASTLE. 

estimable character, till the profession 
which he had chosen rendered it neces- 
sary to remove him to the personal su- 
perintenidence of his father's friend. 
General Aylmer. 

To this part of hist youth he looked 
back with grateful pleasure; for Dr. 
Carlton had not been more his tutor 
than his friend, and he had grown up in 
sentiments of affectionate respect for 
him. Some part of every succeeding 
year he had been accustomed to pass 
with him at his residence in Climber- 
land; and, as the shooting season set 
in, the venerable Doctor became even 
peevishly tenacious of the feathered te- 
nantry of his glebe, lest the amusement 
of his favourite pupil should be curtailed 
or interrupted. Engrossed by the supe- 
rior duty of his military service, some 
years had now elapsed since Montague 
I had paid his accustomed visit to Dr/ 
Carlton; but satisfied that he should 
still be a welcome guest to him^ he had 



WARWICK CASTLE. 5 

made up his mind to pass the period of 
Lord Maynooth's danger at his Parson- 
age, situated in the beautiful vale of 
Keswick, at nearly the distance of three 
hundred miles from London. Mon- 
tague's wound, though but slight, was 
nevertheless extremely painful ; and al- 
though we travelled with as nuich baste 
as his comfort would permit, it was not 
until the eviening of the fifth day after 
leaving Richmond, that we came within 
reach of those stupendous heights, 
amongst which, in the most romantic 
part of Cumberland, stood the Doctor's 
abode, and where — 

<* -> The nottntaiiii huge appew 

Emeri^ng : their broad bare backs upheaved 
f nto the cloads^ their tops ascend the sky/' 

The high road wound by a circuitous 
route along the bottom of one of these 
vast ascents, and Montague well ac« 
quainted with each ^^ dingle, brake, and 
bushy dell,'' proposed to alight from the 

B 2 



4 WARWICK CASTLE. 

caras^e; and taking m upper path 
v^hich led amang$t the cliffii to the P^rn 
awage, axk the other ^de of tbi^ niojra^ 
i»xD^ by a ahorteaf direction than the post 
road, we left the servanta to pwceed 
wi^ the oari^e hy the uauiil irpulie^ and 
annou£K^e our amv^A to the Doctofi*. 
vhilat we seized the re^piendent mo- 
ment of the aun setting amonget tho 
mountains to catdk a hasty ^Bce of the 
piGtusesque scenery which surrounded 
us. Hills cose oa hilla above those ve 
had pvevioudy ascended*, and as tlbese 
&ded fbom our sight sa endless chaiot 
still succeeded. The prospect was kh 
describably sublime, and the grandeur 
of the view was considerably heightened 
by the siogidar effect of thQ s^QrbeiAnis, 
which, partially lingering on the tops of 
some of the distaot moiixntatiiay 6ave- 
leped their recesses in a sort of dutijoiis 
twilight, while they lleok the quiverttig 
splcQdoiir qf %htnixig to those whens 
tbaiir partings glories yet renjained as if 
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unwilling to desert ^thia magnificent 
scene. Before us another towering 
steep lost its grey head amidst the 
clouds, whose sides, thickly tufted with 
fciiaig^j bore evident narks of superior 
cultivation ; and here, aost romanti- 
cally i^tuated at its foot, and sheltered 
by a thick grove of spreading beech, lay 
the promised home of our destination. 

As we leisurely ascended the winding 
l^th which led over some of these craggy 
heights by a short descent on the other 
Ride to the Parsonage, and gaeed around 
us in admiratiiMi d: the inimitable pro- 
spect it affi>rded, the heavy tolling of a 
bell, borne upon the breeze from the 
village church below, struck upon our 
ears, and as by a sudden turn amongst 
the cliffs we came within sight of the 
Parsonage, seated in the valley at our 
feet, a funeral procession slowly issued 
from its doors ! Montague started, and 
suddenly changed colour; a presenti- 
ment of ill seemed to dart across his 
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mind. He paused for an instant, and^ 
with his eyes shaded by his hand to aid 
his vision more accurately, endeavoured 
to distinguish amidst the melancholy 
groupe the well-known figure of his re- 
verend friend. The mournful train soon 
lost itself amongst the trees; and, ap- 
parently unwilling to give utterance to 
his fears, he hurried me over the steep, 
beyond which, at a few yards distance, 
he said, stood the gardener's cottage 
" and there," said he, " I can at once 
ascertain the meaning of what we have 
seen.*' We increased our pace, and as 
we came within sight of the cottage, 
situated about half way down the side 
of the mountain, and suspended as it 
were like an eagle's nest amongst the 
clouds, he instantly discovered from its 
improved appearance that some consi- 
derable change had. taken .place in its 
inhabitants. The place had received all 
the embellishment of which it was capa- 
ble : an air of simple elegance marked. 
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its external appearance, and as we ap- 
proached the open gate of a low and 
tufted plantation stretching along the 
front, a genteel young woman dressed 
in deep mourning, accompanied by a 
nursery maid and two or three children, 
ascended by the path which overlooked 
the valley beneath us. She was evi- 
dently weeping, and holding her hand- 
kerchief to her eyes as she approached 
would probably have entered the cottage 
without perceiving us, had not the little 
boy at her side, unused to the sight of 
strangers, and terrified at the appearance 
of a large dog, a petted favourite which 
occasionally followed Montague, tugged 
lustily at her dress, and shrieked with 
infantine alarm. She raised her eyes, 
and bending gracefully as she passed, 
though with some confusion, was enter- 
ing the plantation, when Montague, his 
hat in his hand, apologizing for detain- 
ing her, briefly stated that we were 
friends of Dr. Carlton, and then on our 
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roaid with the intention of making a 
visit at his Parsonage ; but that, having 
quitted our carriage to enjoy the beauty 
of the prospect, we had been alarmed, 
causelessly as he hoped, by the melan- 
choly sight we had just beheld. The 
lady's tears streamed afresh as she fiJter* 
ingly pronounced the confirmation of 
our fears. Dr. Carlton had been dead a 
week, and was this evening carried to 
his " long home." Her husband, she 
informed us, was his curate, and was at 
this moment paying the last duties to his 
departed friend. 

Much shocked at this intelligence^ 
Montague now scarcely knew how to 
proceed— the carriage by this time, he 
believed, must have reached the Parson** 
age, from which we were still nearly a 
mile distant, and our new acquaintance 
so earnestly pressed us to rest ourselves 
at the cottage till the return of her hus- 
band, that we gratefully availed our- 
selves of her civility in the hope that. 
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upon learning our situation, he would 
put us in some method of getting our 
equipage recalled time enough for us to 
return to the inn, which we had left at 
the last stage^ before it grew quite dark. 

Our interesting hostess had ordered 
some slight refreshment of cakes and 
fruit to be placed on the table. The 
little boy, by this time perfectly recon- 
ciled to the d^, and attracted by the 
novel appearance of my gold watch- 
chain^ bad dtmbed upon my knee, and 
we were beginning to grow vastly inti- 
nmte, while Montague, whose plans were 
cofBpIetdy disarranged by thia event, 
sat thoug^tfolly silent, when the door 
opened, and the Curate made hia ap- . 
pearance^ Pausing however at the un- 
expected si^t of visitors of oar df scrip- 
f ipn,. he regarded iss for an instant 
with s^nt amazement^ then darting 
forwarA^ 

^ Mdatagnei" exckkood he vrbii 

B 5 



10 WARWICK CASTLE. 

joyful surprise, " is it possible ? Am 1 
indeed so happy ? '* 

"Gary!" cried Montague sjtarting 
'with equal astonishment, and shaking 
him fervently by the hand, " by Heaven! 
I rejoice to see you ! ** This meeting 
was indeed as agreeable as it was un- 
looked for j for Montague and the Curate, 
as it appeared, were old acquaintance. 
Mr. Gary's elder brother, a baronet of 
an ancient family, was in Montague's 
regiment, and this young man had 
formerly been in habits of intimacy with 
the officers of the corps, till a marriage, 
imprudent only from the circumstance 
of the lady's want of fortune, having 
offended his family a short time before 
his father's death, the old gentleman 
had persevered in his resentment of it 
to the last, and leaving the whole of his 
ample property to his eldest son Cary, 
our present host had been left without a 
shilling to carve his fortune for himself. 
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He was an elegant young man some- 
where about thirty years of age, and 
Mrs, Gary exactly the kind of woman 
for whom almost any man would have 
made a similar sacrifice. He would not 
hear a syllable of our return to the inn j 
and learning from Montague the awk- 
ward situation of our servants^ who were 
gone forward to the Parsonage, .he dis- 
patched his boy to order the carriage up 
to the cottage, and in a few minutes 
taught us to feel ourselves completely at 
home. Montague notwithstanding could 
not speedily recover from the shock 
which he had experienced by thus unex- 
pectedly learning the death of his re- 
vered tutor ; and as Gary and he talked 
over the occasion which had brought us 
hither, the Gurate continuing the sub- 
ject said,'*^ Independent of the gratifi- 
cation which your arrival gives me, I am 
glad that it has happened exactly at this 
juiicture. Dr. Garlton's, or at least his 
wife^s nephew, for the Doctor you kno«, 
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took it into his head to marry a few 
years since> had been bred to the churchy 
and procured from his uncl^, as I am 
told, previous to his last illness, a strong 
recommendation to your Lordship as his 
successor in the living, and yrith his cre- 
dentials in his pocket be set out for 
London the instant the Doctor's death 
ivas ascertained ; but I find from his ^^ 
tber, whom I have this evening met at 
the funeral, that he returned a few hours 
since withouC obtaining the object of his 
journey, from the circumstance of your 
having quitted London before he ar^ 
rived; and^ little dreaming that my 
humble home contains his future patron, 
he merely waits tor the will to be opened, 
which mil take place t<v.morrow, before 
he aet^ out again fiur Edinburgh, whither 
it is belifved in town that your X^ordship 
is gone/^ 

^f The young tyro probably expects a 
handsome legacy from Iu3 uncle then } *' 
asked Mcfotague. 
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« 

*^ Doubtless ; and I understand^ 
though not from himself, for I have but 
little knowledge of him, that young 
Newnham and his father are the sole le- 
gatees/' 

*^ My old friend I should think died 
' rich," observed Montague. 

^ I should think so,'' answered the Cii- 
rate. *^ Mrs. Carlton possessed a hand- 
some property too. Her brother^ the father 
of the young man of whom I am speaks 
ing, is a man of large fortune, and g 
partner in the Whitehaven bank. We 
aire not upon very good terms,'* con- 
tinued he, *^ yet I should be sorry to 
send his son upon this unnecessary jour- 
ney to Edinburgh, when I can save him 
the trouUte of it by apprizing him of 
your being here." 

^^ You are not upon friendly terms with 

these people then?" inquired Montague. 

^* Not exactly,'* replied the Curate. 

<^ Mr. Newnham^s manor adjoins one 
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over which I have obtained the privilege 
of shooting, and he is too tenacious of 
his game to be friendly with any one 
who happens to like the sport, though 
he has little relish for it himself. There 
is also another reason for his coolness to 
me: some time since, when Newnham 
first took orders, he wished to settle in 
this curacy for the purpose of being on 
the spot at the time of hrs uncle's de- 
cease; but the worthy old man was 
partial to my Emma, and somehow or 
other he grew so fond of the brats, that 
he still continued me in it, though very 
much I believe against his nephew's 
inclination/* 

*^ You like the place probably ?'* asked 
Montague. — " But after having lived so 
much in the world, do you never in this 
distant region feel the occasional want 
of more society ? '^ 

Cary threw open . the window, thickly 
trellised with honey-suckles, and point* 
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ing to the beautiful scenery that sur- 
rounded us, emphatically answered, 

" Rich in such treasures shall mj wayward heart 
At the mean triampbs of the great repine ? 
Be theirs the vain parade of mimic art. 
The wild magnificence of nature mine I " 

" All this sounds well in poetry/* 
said Montague, '^ but now for the honest 
truth/' 

-*' Sometimes then,** said Gary, sigh- 
ing as he closed the window, '^ some- 
times I do, certainly — though but rarely, 
for I have now learnt the lesson of sub- 
mtsi^ion to my fate. When we first came 
hither," added he ingenuously, " both 
Emma and I mutually felt the depriva- 
tion of many little luxuries which habit 
had rendered necessary, but time you 
know is a remedy for all evils. Neces- 
sity soon reconciled us to the want of 
many things which our slender finances 
could not command, and the liberality 
of our worthy Doctor occasionally sup- 
plied us with others. There,** con- 



16 WARWICK CASTLE. 

I 

tinued he, pointing to an elegant grand 
piano-forte which occupied one side of 
the little parlour in which we were sit- 
ting — " that is one specimen of his mu- 
nificence. Emma used to play to him 
on an old strumming harpsichord which 
farmerly belonged to Mrs. Carlton, apd 
having once accidentally lamented th« 
' loss of her own instrument, which we 
had le& behind us in the South, be sent 
to London for this expensive one, to re- 
compense her for that which she had re- 
gretted. Emma is inconaolable for his 
loss — ^indeed," continued he, " we have 
reason enough for it, for by his death 
we have lost our only friend ''-«*aud a 
tear, which he hastily bruahed away, 
rested a moment oa his sun^^hurat cheek, 
while in the intettigout g^nce of Moo- 
tague I read the refutatkm of the Cu- 
rate's nsdiaiichdy aasertio^.. ^^ When 
we took poascssion of this cotfi^ge,'* 
continued fac^ " it ww a matter of ne^ 
cessity for us to make up' our minds to 
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many privations of this sort; but the 
Doctor, somewhat aware perhaps of oiir 
previous habits, lessened the hardship 
of it by numerous acts of kindness: 
for instance, ever since I came here, 
part of his annual pipe of port feund 
its way into my cellar*-«a luxury other- 
wise far above my compass ; and upoo 
4^uch an occasion as the jHresent, I think 
Vfe cannot do better than drink a.bettle 
of it to his memory." 

" I never heard of these Newn- 
hams before," said Montague, musings 
^^ though I think too I remember that 
whilst I was on the Continent, Beau« 
champ informed me of the Doctor's 
marriage, but they are new connexions 
since my earlier days," 

^^ Entirely so," answered the Curate, 
^^ Mrs. Carlton, who did not live long 
after her marriage, was a plain welU 
meaning sort of woman ; but her bro- 
ther, the Doctor's executor, is of quite 
a different; order: money is the sde 
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object of his desires, and the attainment 
of it his principal study." 

** Has the young man imbibed any of 
these accumulating principles ? **. asked 
Montague. 

" Faith, I scarce know— I have hi- 
therto seen too little of him to decide, 
and my opportunities of judging fairly 
of his character will be still less than 
ever, for when he is once inducted our' 
connexion will naturally cease.*' 

" How 80?" inquired Lord Mon- 
tague. 

" Why I am told,** replied the X^urate> 
^^ that he intends to reside here imme- 
diately, and I believe that it is the fact ; 
for yesterday, whilst I was attending 
his father upon business at the Par- 
sonage, he gave orders for some alter- 
ations which were begun in the garden 
before the Doctor's death, but under 
his direction, to be continued during 
his absence ; and as he will of course 
take the execution of the parochial duty 
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Upon himself) he will not feel the ne* 
cessity for my services, which the Doc- 
tor experienced from his age and bodily 
infirmities ; and eighty pounds a year 
you know is of some consequence to a 
money-loving man." 

^^ Eighty pounds a year ! ** reiterated 
Montague, looking round him with as- 
tonishment.—*^ Is it possible that you 
contrive to support this establishment 
upon eighty pounds a year ? '^ 

** Yes, upon less/' answered the Cu« 
rate smiling. ^ My Emma is an excel- 
lent manager ; of my industry too you 
will presently have a proof, for my gun 
frequently supplies our table \ and we 
have even contrived to provide against 
a rainy day/' 

" I do not exactly comprehend you," 
said Montague, endeavouring to draw 
out the future plans of our host. 

« Why,'' said Gary, " I shall I sup- 
pose leave this place as soon as the new 
Hector takes possession } and some 
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ft 
V 

months may probably elapse before I 
cm settle jny«elf in another curacy, at 
least in one as eligible, and till that hap- 
pens what could I do, -if Emma's care 
had not 8ii|if^ed mc with a fijnd for our 
support? My brother you know has 
long since cut me ; my sister I have not 
seen for years ; and what is amao worth 
without money and without friends ? " 
Sadness was at this nooieDt his predo« 
minant feeling, and he spokeaitf hefeh 
-wmpressively. Montague grasped his 
hand, and though be did not answer, 
liis silence was expressive; and Gary 
jread in his glistening eye the gratefol 
assurance of his future regard. 

This long conversation passed whilst 
Mrs. Gary was absent, making some do* 
mestic alterations for our accommoda- 
tion at the cottage } for Gary had per- 
emptorily insisted on his house being 
for the present considered as our home, 
and it was only now interrupted by her 
returning to direct the arrangement of 
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her little supper table. Mrs. Gary was 
a charming woman, and amongst other 
feminine accompliftbmeDts it was emi* 
nently hers, 

« To. lenil iiew flavoar to ike fnuKol jttutf 
To heighten nature^s dainties, and to give 
V SMieiy lis lUgheit taste.** 

Poi;ted ptaiipugan^ a ddicacy I bdieve 
piQcuUdc to iUa pact of tbe kingdgdaa, 
with otber elegant trifles the produict of 
their w^U ordered UttlQ faxsi^ decked 
the ho^iriUe bo^rd ^ aud, after &datr 
i)^g }uxwiQu$ly upon these rural daiQp 
tieS) MooAagua and hi& friend, mutually 
delighted with their unexpected reo- 
coutre* lingered over theic bottle of 
iParspw^e. port w4 the dried fruita with 
whi<:h Mra. Cvy had abun4a»tls}ir sup- 
plied tlu^my ^ud nt Uikwg over past 
times, tiili long after she had lifted me 
<p) mgi IMe dbamher,! aod herself re- 
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Accustomed during our journey 
to rise at an early hour, this useful habit 
still remained with me, and I quitted 
my bed with the first blu§h of the en- 
suing morning ; and taking niy station 
at the window which looked down' upon 
the beautiful vale of Keswick, stretching 
along the foot of this fertilized moun- 
tain, I rapturously contemplated the 
wild magnificence of the surrounding 
scenery. It was yet very early ; day 
broke amidst an impressive calmness of 
aspect, and as the vapours hanging on 
the heights were dissipated by the fresh 
breeze of morning from the fkce of ani- 
mated nature, the sun, breaking over 
the mountains, rose with indescribable 
grandeur. Such a sublimity of prospect 
I had never yet beheld, and unwilling 
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to return to my pillow I dressed myself 
in cautious silence lest I should awaken 
Montague; and, softly descending the 
stairs, opened the door of the little hall 
(for the family were still wrapt in sleep), 
and strolled into the garden. 

It was a romantic and highly culti* 
vated spot on the sheltered side of the 
mountain, and, placed in this advanta* 
geous situation, it commanded an ex* 
tensive view of ' the adjacent country. 
The valley below seemed buried in re- 
pose till the striking of the village clock, 
reverberating with a most singular efiect 
amongst the cliffs, broke the silence of 
this early hour; soon the smoke from 
the distant hamlets became visible, and 
presently a straggling ploughman or 
two, going, whistling to their daily la- 
bours, ascended the winding path which 
led amongst the heights, and soon after- 
Wards the inhabitants of the cottage 
began to be stirring. Mrs. Gary and 
the Curate soon joined me in the garden. 
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and the Istter , shouting xnanfnlly under 
the c^en window of our apartmeBt, 
starred lifoatague from his shrtDbersy 
aad gaily aecufiing hiai of skiggid^ness 
hastened htm down to break&st. The 
breakfast tabte was laid out in a smafi 
70<nn whijdi opened into the garden ; 
somewhat diffeient from that which w^e 
hoi setti the night before, but still com- 
manding a striking paro^)ect of Ae 
jDOuntaia scenery which on sM sides 
environed it, witb a beautiful view of the 
valley, bounded by the waters of tliB 
rafitd Greeta stretching widely io tbe 
distance* 

This elegant Kttle apartment was 
itted up as a sdPt of libvary j a hand- 
mrm mebegBfoy boedp-ease stored with 
an ample seiectidii ^xmt the besl^ an- 
thoFS, and fm wMcb Capy informed us 
he wae aliero iadebted to* his deceased 
£tsen^ oeeupiedr one side of it } and a 
smaH sopho, with a pair of ttseftd globes, 
eemposedf the principul ftinii^ure of the 
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Other. A ^een baize carpet covered 
the floor, and the spreading jessamine, 
whicn overhanjnng the windows com« 
pletely shaded it irom the ntys of the 
sun, sometiines in these lofty r^ons 
intense and overpowering, jp^ve it ft , 
solieraess of aspect peculiarly calcidaied 
to encourage the most luxurious enjby^ 
ment of Study and contemplation. ^ ^. 
We were still loitering dver the oreak- 
fast table, when Montag^e reverted to 
the circumstance of thp ^younger ifix^ 
NewnKaiifs journey to £<K^^ ^^J)v* , 

CarltoiT^'^ said'^iie thouglit^l;^, * " ha^^ 
doiit>tless many claims on my gratit^de» 
and however desurous I n^ay fe^ to at* 
tend to Ills i^econimendat^bn, his nephew 
certainly Has none. I have in fact views 
of; my own respecting the next incum* 
bent, and I may therefore as well save 
him the unnecessary trouble of going to 
Edinburgh to learn it. The living is 
disposed of^ and I could wish him to 
know it without delay." 

VOL, u* C ^ 
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f ' I shall see him this morning," an* 
swered Gary, " if your Lordship wishes 
me to inform him of it. The Doctor's 
will is to be opened at eleven, and he 
will not fail to be there/' 

** We will walk together to the Par- 
sonage then," answered Montague, 
** Lady Montague has never been in 
Cumberland before, and while you are 
engaged with your business we can 
ramble about the grounds. I promise 
the ladies gratification from the stroll." 

It was consequently thus arranged, and 
shortly after breakfast Mrs. Gary and I 
accompanied the gentlemen to the Par- 
sonage. The executor and his son were 
not yet arrived, and walking through 
the hall we went into the gardens, 
which appeared extensive and laid out 
with much taste, although considerable 
alterations were still making, and a 
number of men employed in cutting 
up the gravel walks and laying out 
new ones in various directions. A sin- 



WARWICK CASTLE. 27 

gle glance from Montague bespoke 
his opinion of the presumption of these 
proceedings ; and questioning the work* 
men by whose order they were now em- 
ployed) I foreboded from his manner 
that it would not pass without remark. 
While we were strolling about the gar- 
dens, Mr. Newnham and his son, at- 
tended by. their solicitor, rode up to the 
Parsonage. Gary lyas going to intro- 
duce them to us, but Montague pre- 
vented it; and the Curate leaving us, 
went immediately to the house where 
they waited for his presence, and 
merely announced us as visitors of his 
own who had accompanied him for a 
walk. In somewhat less than sui hour^ 
having concluded their testamentary 
examination, the elder Mr. Newnham 
cam6 into the garden to look at the 
workmen j his son shortly followed him, 
and went to give directions at a distant: 
part } and while we were still waiting 
{qk the Curate who was detained on 

c 2 
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paiiih buskitin^ JAfontAgii^ purposely : 

o£A^> gW^ifiXBm^ii. Theiicoiniteiiaiiee i 

tef«|il:flriumpbf}( heijb^dktivut acq^Hitdu 
a iK)iiflideriiUe .addiliQiiirjto iiisjiiaiidedti 
pr4|i9ity4 by.4he ^estbof Dr-^Ctfllito^*' 
amdbhis. broad roundii&oe' dilated itsetf* 
in:4axxUes jof . visible iexuttatsoa. : Elate ^ * 
iKTitk the additioiial ccmseipeiice'^terived? 
from this ^ cireumsteocer:^ added ^tot the» < * 
a^jticipiited certMoiy *tof Jhia soouobi^ • 
taittuigy thift. valuable alivio9^iihe^^.kx)kcd-r 

daira oiitallaro|ind;bim«ithiifDsif{inai]r<'^ 
superiority ») and as Kr&Carjnaddrcmedui 

bim {With!isoiiAii.civiLntobsentttiott»* he k« 
listened ^ to iiei willi aniiainisft the moetv/ 
supecfiiljoiia iftdiffitseace^ >. 

** Not ^ith n^re^ridf did I^riw's iterni^Mitif glow^ 
** WheA prostrate mourclis kitsM^hc gacred Cot/* 

1ihitt>s<didi.tfaet.puiiei(fffoiid:utBaii]M^ as •/ 
Mmtagiieyispeakiag ^ €ifi\mUAiaag^ . 
«f . 4khe..8ari0i»dioig: pfosp^ 



lU ^-^^f 
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led )nie to- a «pot' IS^otn- wfeieBce- it was 
aingultfly roiiianticy to ol^serve^it to 
more advantage ; and flattered- by our 
adntirktidn bf the pitice, he p^oeteeded to 
descant^ more at iMrge upon tiie alter- 
ations iirliich ^ere then • making, and 
* pompously harangukig en iHie variety of 
die improvenients, ' 'Monfirgiie calmly 
observed that he had formerly 'inAsed 
>4iltRsh' tSnt^ ibtfre. 

^YovL 'hifow the^plafee^iRrett -tlten-^f 

course/' said the Bailltfin ^«^My'^ 

: you /perceive/' fiiMld'>1ie,-^Mflng to 

^ike deep eut titeMhes''<ri^h^4lftetttec;ted 

ihei garden, «^ tAWttHtio mike tUme^aSSiig 

)^f^ a> dhaiKge here. )fi[tf itite^dsio H&iy 

^ this* walk into die haide* edpse- beyond 

the shrubbery yonder^^fttid 'to btfiig the 

: coach-road from the stabfes "fehtirely 

round by the house, ^wbieb^h^6an easily 

.do by cutting tbroi%h th0i^dobkl)e- 

hind/' 

"He cdnsiders hftnBdf 'sii^ ^f ' the 
jividg. then ? '' -ask«td»'M6&tagde drily. 
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** Certainly, certainly, without doubt 
he has the best right of any one to ex- 
pect it." 

^' Pardon me, of that fact I doubt 
nevertheless," answered Montague. 

"Sir!" exclaimed the Banker staring 
with amazement at a doubt' so coolly 
expressed. — ^^ May I ask your Teason 
pray ? " 

" Simply ** answered Montague, ** be- 
cause the living, to my knowledge, is 
otherwise disposed of. ** 

" You are mistaken Sir I assure you 
—you. are misinformed-^you are mife- 
jnformed Sir," reiterated the Banker 
isignificantl;^, and relying on the force of 
Dr. Carlton's recommendation; " my son 
will have the living ypu may rely upon it." 

" You may rely upon it that he will 
mt^** answered Montague decidedly, 
" and I believe. Sir, you will find my in- 
formation tolerably correct.** ' 

" Perhaps you know Lord Montague, 
who is the patron of it ? " asked the 
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Banker anxiously, " Perfectly,** wa 8 
the reply. 

*^ You probably know who is to have 
the living then ? '* said he hesitatiogjly, 
*^ though I must still think you are de- 
ceived as to its being already disposed 
o£ May I ask your authority for the 
assertion. Sir ? " 

" My authority I believe. Sir, is un- 
questionable,^ said Montague — ^^ /am 
Lord Montague." The astonished Ban* 
ker gazed without rejply ; but his eyes, 
stretched wide open with amazement, 
became still wider with dismay, when 
Montague calmly added — *' my friend 
Mr. Cary has the next presentation to 
it/* Mrs. Cary, not less surprised than 
our companion, seemed overpowered by 
the suddenness of this intelligence ; she 
could not repress her. feelings, and 
unable to speak I supported her agitated 
and faltering to a seat at a little dis- 
tance, white the disappointed Banker 
at last found his utterance. 



\ 
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"Mr. Cary{** exclaimed he, ." Mr. 
Gary indeea ! Mr. Gary mighty have had 
the civility to vaSQxm me of tbis affair, 
ftnd not npe let my ^pn go iii>on a boot- 
less errand so many hundred miles after 

** Mr. Gary,** answered Montague 

. * • '-'* • • ' '•' ■* ''"' ■ '' -• 

coldly, " could not apprize you of a cip«- 

cumstapce which he was unacauainted 

wim^m^ I c^me J^ithp opl^r.late 

last evening, nor did I know till my 

arrival th^it Dr. Garlton was no mp^e. 

At this moment Mr. Gary is sUIl igno- 

rant of his unsolicited presentation, to 

\' ' '* 

** .1 wish Mr. Gary joy ! " exclainxed 

J I* r?'^ "s" •/»•-•' j^i"' < •■".1 ,'j 

the mortified Banker, with a.counte* 
nance strongly indicative of contradic- 
tory emotions. ".I wish you joy, Sir. I ** 
contmuea .ne sarcastically bowing to 
Gary, wljo just then approached ,\vith 
young .|Nfewphq,m. 

The Gurate gaized at him wi(h ua- 
affected surprise. 



p 
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^^ I congratulate you aa year good 
fiirtuiie. So?, your umolieiud .^goad tbr^ 
tune — ^I wish you joy. Sir! Iwrishjoui 
much joy of your living, 5ir ! '* 

^^ I dcm^ oomprehend yoo, Mr. Newli- 
Ixm/^ jsaid the astonished Cumte. '^ I 
^really ion't oomprdiead you : what does 
idl this mean f what do you allude to ?'' 
" I will inform you/' answered Moxr- 
tagne. ^ Cary, you have for years been 
my fiiend, and I rejoice in the oppor*^ 
tanity of manifesting my sense of your 
worth. I mm fiorry for the disappoint^ 
ment which nry disposal of dve living 
necessarily occasions to this young 
gentlanan/'-^-ad^d he tummg to the 
younger Newnham, ^ but I must ne- 
vertheless take leave to remark, tliat 
i consider his proceedings with reqpect 
to it injudicious, and in £tct highly 
censurable, in tiius subjecting the in- 
dispiteble property" of another, however 
anticipated, tojo^evT^a/urealteratiMi/' 
And "With this reproof he took hia^ 

c5 
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leave, and coldly bowing to the crest- 
fallen Banker and his mortified heir 
apparent, he turned into the walk 
where Mrs. Gary, supported by her hus- 
band, eloquently wept her gratitude^ 
Gary endeavoured to express his feel- 
ings more distinctly; but Montague 
cut him short. " We perfectly under- 
stand each other/* said he, "and the 
less of this the better. The living is 
yours, Gary, to all intents arid purposes. ; 
so we will now dismiss the subject, and 
escort the ladies back to your farm/* 

-We subsequently passed our time veiy 
agreeably at the cottage ; and the new^ 
Rector, though of necessity much oc- 
cupied in preparations for his removal, 
and in completing the alterations al- 
ready begun at the Parsonage, found 
time to shew usf every thing worth 
notice ^n the vicinity of his abode. 
Amongst other curiosities of this it>- 
teresting neighbourhood,, famous for i^ 
mineral treasures in the di^triet of ]3or« 



WARWICK CASTLE. 35 

rowdale, is a rich mine of plumbago or 
black lead ; from whence this useful ar- 
ticle is obtained in such plenty, that 
not only Great Britain, but the whole 
Continent of Europe may be ^ saia to 
be supplied from it. The proprietors, 
who make immense sums by the sale 
of it, only permit it to be open^ed once 
in six or seven years, to prevent the 
markets being overstocked" with the 
commodity; and being fortunately m 
Cumberland at the usual period of 
opening the mine, we witnessed with 
some, alarm the dangerous methods 
usedr to obtain the possession of its sub- 
terrene treasures. Sometfme^ at our 
leisure we made little tours about the* 
neighbourhood of the stupendous Skid- 
daw,^ and: at other excursions lipon the 
Lakes. Of these However, Derwent- 
water and Thirlstone, or Leatheswat.er,. 
m the immediate vicinity of.Keswicfe, 
and Buttermere situated at the distance 
©f about eight miles frbrii the c6ttage» 
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attracted us ^most freauently. On the 
latter beautiful water, computed to be 
nearly two miles in Ijength and a^boiit 
l^alf a mile in widt^, we sometifla^es 
sailed for hours watching thg cataracts 
idling amidst the rpcks, or listeping to 
the thunder of the numerous water-falls 
contiguous to it. The lyeatbpr was de- 
lightlblly and such occupations, with qc* 
casionsd fiphipg parties, sometiipes de* 
tained us upon the ^ater til] the de?p- 
^t shades ojf evening closed aiound us ; 
Bmd even tben, unwilling to quit the en* 
phanting scene, we yet loiterjed f;o re- 
xnark the strikingly beautiful effect of 
the sun setting upon the t^aters ! 

The clouds tinged with '^ celestial rosy 
red,'^ w^re at times briUianj^ly reflected 
in a variety of shades on the tranquil 
liiosom of the lake; and as Gary's 
horn — an instruipent of which since 
bis residettce in Cumberland be had 

<» > r k.j,.r ^ 

made Umself compjiet^ly m^ter, 9nd 
pp ^ct of which ijti fater scenery i» 



w^ ,st^l loite^.ed to epjo^ t^ su^lifaitj 
pf tfee 9^o^^g prpspeet! Sometime 
as the exepifl^ dreiv in, ^l^e jv,a^ .ip. 
turned a tipge of ^e^p c^^l^p f?Ql«»r, 
rjeaepte4 %|? 1^ .decUping «^n1^)pf^^ 
and a^ the fsivi its^f i^ijuijc anM^^t tjbe 
ixu>ifiitains the fih^dowy mists which 
asseo9b^4 ?^9}f^ theip |e;;ich|bitQd ^ {)aler 
ah^e qf tjjje j^apae ftfiH^ ai)d yivid hp^; 
whilst, eop^n^e^ >)irith the apleqdour of 
ihfs Ipyely ^cene, wf^ po^ld ficarcely pre- 
vail upon oufselves to quit it to return 
fp ih^ trf^nguil residence of our iriendau 
Bi^tunuQg late ip the ey^o^ ajfter 

Y^ ^^ Fl^4 ^^ 4f^j in i^ne of tjiese 
JW^ij^g paxtie?, an4 4i?ed jn the roman- 
tic village of Buttermere, Montague 
je.9gerly seized a packet of letters which 
h^ arrived from Londop during his 
fibs^ence; and aa aooik as lights were 
Itrpught retired to the tab|e tP read 
^pp i I perceived hisi courttenance sud- 
4&?}y cji^pge 4ui^ the perusal, and 
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inconceivably alarmed I scarcely waited 
till he had finished, before I anxiously 
(questioned him respecting the cause of 
Iris evident emotion. The idea of Lord 
Maynooth*s death had powerfully an- 
noyed^me for some time after our arrival 
in Cumberland ; but we had now been 
nearly a month at the cottage, and had 
received occasional intimation of his 
recovery. Montague evaded my ques- 
tion, but persevering in my inquirfes 
I at last learned the truth. The ball 
as I before knew had been extracted 
from his side with much difficulty, but 
the wound not having properly closed 
after the operation a relapse had taken 
place, and his danger having increased 
during the last week, he was just now- 
considered in a very ahirmihg situation^ 
This fact had been transmitted by a 
friend, who had ascertained it from the 
surgeon in attendance on his Lordship,, 
and who deemed it prudent to com- 
mnnicate the information- immediateljt 
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to Lord Montague. Montague had 
lately flattered himself that this young 
man, \¥hose danger was totally the re- 
sult of his own obstinacy, would have 
speedily recovered from its eflects ; and 
the shock which he now felt on learning 
the danger and severity of Jiis sufieringa 
exceeded all description. A sudden 
chill shot through his firame, and com- 
plaining of indisposition, which he at- 
tributed to his having staid too long 
upon the water, but which was in reality 
the effect of this heart-sickening intel- 
ligence, he apologized to Mrs. Cary^ 
and retired to bed before his usual hour» 
He passed a sleepless night; in the 
morning he was evidently feverish ;and 
unwell, and though I watchqd anxiously 
by h]3 bed*side, I was unable to prevail 
on him to compose himself to skep. 
Absorbed in meditation, bia mind wa^ 
harassed with the most torturing anx- 
iety — an. anxiety which, at su^K. a dis- 
tance from the metro]^0lis> could jn^ 



speedily be dievkttedi and kts reflec- 
|M»s wepe pMftful io'tfae «itt?eme. :Moq* 
'*ague, although he ^ owtf dcred ^uds <is 
in fiome sort neoesfMuy «evils, <a ihindHif 
^hain '¥^m^ ^one ^possesfled the fM»Kmr 
.4>f restra^iig4he kiteaiperate^arrogaaoe 
^ youth and insAmetiyy ^cmxld not 'on- 
diife the idea <^ having deliberflteiy 
and in cool blood -lifted his^and against 
a fellow creature, « <tf having aent 
bim uncalled fin*, and f)OBilibIy unre- 
penting, into the presence of his Gkid ! 
*— Added to this sool-^harro^mg con- 
aciousness, the misery vhich he hadjBa 
unwillingly inflicted on the connexiona 
4^ Lord Maynootii, (for his Lordship 
was tiie last surviving «on of his dis- 
tressed fiunily,) incessantly haunted his 
mind; and subdued by the bittemees 
<if these reflections he would firequentljr 
start away in mental agony from our 
society, and, burying himself in so- 
litude, wander for hours amongst the 
flsountakis by Umsdf.. 



. ^S.5<>?»4§5(?d,lw8el€ as.%a«d with 

, ^e bi^ti^rest «pjse of; .L^d.Maypopth's 

jMireots^. ^d t\U-^efiii&ii. fep^^Ig, a#ed 

, to- ^he to^urp$;4>£ the ^uspensit which ^e 

enduried.b^^tre Ie);ters CQpld i^^^h us, 

. destro;^e4 l^th his jres^. fs^d. qomlbrt, nod 

,i..,Va8 |)^iH^ito fed .^xpepdi^gly 

.L^rift^at t^e aippiidpqcy, w)vph it gc- 

.iAl»?iVf«4,9ver,hiSaffiind; ;«^n fine, eyftn- 

iSS&. w ^Si8»Mt .»»pper. «^r qneof \fiA 

,3iB^^ly-8tR0^s, I,,reroark^ Jhathe 

) J^o^cfd ^xen, flfler ,;^ . he jljad Jatdy 

j49nej ji«dr vhfin.^e,.ajc98ftfin^6*ii«a- 

^ y^m^ ;^^co*PRtejWn)for.wW(c|| I 

:TW»?y(*»^W^9»red,(Piacc«Hnt. jl,^fk. 

.trqa^d C^iy to ,send imm^^^y »§>r 

tP?^ifiaJiadvi9e;jaqd, ;t^glv,^iijn^^gjie 

strove. to. la^gh;^w;4y n^y^feafSy he-i^i^s 

con^pejy^ed to confess that- 1^ li^a^seri- 

ou^Iy -In^ispps^d, ,afid Cary f^^m^\^^ a 

nj.4»ep»er ^itjiqut delay, to.«,^»)^^il 

pnan of emineuce ia,the .nekWwurlwpl. 
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He immediately pronounced Montague's 
disorder to hb the jaundice ; and, upon 
my informing him of the exact state of 
affairs, urged the necessity of tranquil- 
lity and repose. To depict my feelings^ 
as I watched during these days of misery 
by his bed-side, i& impossible ! A bride^ 
a fugitive, aiid possibly a widow, (for 
Montague was in the most dangerotis 
stage of the complaint,) within the space 
of six short weeks, I will not attempt to 
describe to you the bitterness of my suf- 
ferings I For more than a week he coli- 
tinued in- the greatest danger ; but at 
length I had the happiness of seeing him 
recover, though he still remained ex- 
tremely languid from the lowering effects 
of his complaint. As his strength re- 
turned our medical friend informed us 
that the pure air of these mountain 
heights was at present ^too keen for his 
constitution, and that it was highly ne- 
cessary for him to return to the south. 
He strongly recommended the use of 
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the Cheltenham waters as a powerful re- 
storative, but to Cheltenham Montague 
had obvious objections. In the weak 
state to which he was reduced by indis- 
position, he could not endure the idea 
of becoming an object of general obser- 
vation, or of being pointed out and 
stared at, for his recent newspaper no- 
toriety. At this fashionable watering- 
place, just then in high season, he could 
not fail to be hourly recognized ; and, 
after a learned dissertation on the effi- 
cacy of saline waters, and a professional 
disquisition of their medicinal powers, it 
was at length determined that we should 
go to Lemmington, a bathing-place in 
Warwickshire, whose waters, recently 
brought into public notice, are some- 
what similar in their properties to those 
of the Cheltenham springs ; and at which 
place, then in its infancy but since be- 
come the favoured resort of fashionable 
valetudmarians, we hoped to pass uu- 
noticed and unknQwn. 



CHAPTER XIX- 



.XHE iipportant^ point of. our .destina» 

tion.pnce settled, we. prepared for our 

departure, w^d taking r an < afieotionate 

leave of oui; amiable firiendSf once more 

, retraced our wfty towarda. the south. 

The heat of the weather was become 

iDten^e, and by travellii^ jslowly on '«Gi» 

r count *^f McHit^ue's languid health,^ a 

..week had elapsed 4)efi>re we. reached 

,Birmiqgham» about twenty oniles. distant 

£:om the termination of ourjoum^y. .1 

had before frequently pasaed .through 

this place on . my route . to Holyhead to 

embark for Ireland, but ^ways on wch 

x>ccasions travdling with'captdity, . I had 

never had an opportunity u)finspecta]|g 

any of.its.manufectories, or of gratify. 

ing that curiosity,- which in.a.mindtUs- 

posed to observatiop, it^tti^fluestioaaUy 
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exoftes.3 W6naw^pvtifpoatfyteAVe&>Qi€te^' 
form daj^tovoewee 41-dltk' thd^t^iM «f*^ 
a wwtiMa»jammyi mwitifion^boaie'ot* 
tfa«<jhotMM udaftf «»f ^tM Ktmu ^'of thft - ' 
ye«H' aiid4&j|M»fe|Mifbulitedt-'thtt>pTliK<>^ 

onu Ae» <sup«rfaf:')tli«p«) wldeh ^t evety '' 
vbeoB exlittteptlitf4>riyfatM^ *f %hi<*k ' 
8ucpns.<soaie,aaiNlr.«ertikdy: Yifd ^any 

mstoopriui^^ patiwd>%itli(a6«0t^«ilnl«(H!»^ 

modatni^j in :<thi»> cdelMtied 'seat' of - 

xniqptlie afitftred^'the ^^entf/^ete'^ototf^' 
oud^t iprovaiiiii ^^foi^ '<^(f 'iin^outil bat>" - 
hsamafot' «hcAr nunwer^" andtBdf It etta * 
tuiyiagntito nip(riullMd'liiblb(tati^''tis ft * 
seemdcii(^<<!anied^ tt •aue^'ttp^n'fa^fytb^i' 
headi^'^-^'distlQgfliahfiig <«i^j;ftrHy' lie^' 
tr^ed>«h0i''dailK»ied''%oilM^'>'af 'tiiaf- 
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ment of national civilization, the luck- 
less native of *^ black Birmingham " was 
considered a perfect Goth, The transi- 
tion is asitonisbing ! Birmingham itow 
stands eminently i^onapicuous in the pub- 
lic estimation, and; at this era ranks as 
one of the most considerable towns of 
this great commercial empire. The 
striking differeiice between its inhabi- 
tants at the present day » and those of an 
earlier period, is strongly marked; for 
even the humblest of its artizans are 
now tolerably welj-informed, and upon 
the more abstruse subjects: the esta- 
blishment and perseverance of an Intel- 
ligent Philosophical Society has success- 
fidly superseded the unlettered igno- 
rance of its ancient plebeian classes, 
whilst amongst the higher orders it has 
materially lent its aid in difiusing the 
benefits off litetrature and science* A 
loye of the axt9, the certain criterion of 
natipnal, refinement, is here parefuUy in- 
cuJcf^tedj wd as liberally encouraged. 
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Muaicy as every where else, is here a]so 
.the rage; and the musical festivals or 
oratorios, conducted under the superin* 
tendence of the first professional skill, 
are. from the powerful union of talent^ 
allpwed to rank superior to ^U other 
provincial meetings of this description 
in the kingdom — a general sentiment of 
benevolence, as well as of genuine 
loyalty, here actuates aH ranks. It is 
the marking characteristic of this pa-* 
triotic town, and an unlimited exertiou 
of, high-souled liberality has invariably 
distinguished it in private subscription? 
as well as in national undertakings. It 
also abounds in public charitable insti- 
tutions. Birmingham hai^ however be^ix 
unfortunately subjected to numerous re- 
petitions of those internal qopvulsiQn9 
which, in the paroxysm of suffering, the 
frenzied feeling of necemty has unhap- 
pily excited. But the " reign, of terror'* 
and devastation, I fervently hope, is at 
an end. The poKce is i3recessarily strict. 
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anfl'kditaitiljfy' "^e^kted i tbe 'slightest ^ 
ap^^afttoee' of -^tuhiWt'calK' forth th^'* 
most (BnS^i*geHA ixeitloif of cMl po^kri 
an* the ieVfere'birf feaHttiry ^unishctfeiiii ' 

misguided iictfm^ 'to to' eternal sepaira- 
tioiiil'ctetth'c'teiiafel"* ch^tiisof father,' 
soiii' and"brothef,'*' md&t; however vre " 
mayhtneht Its hec^iiy,' be 66iisidefed 
as Holding 6ut an ifexeniplar^' wariiidg ioi 
thofefe Whb 'havi^'hithc^rto ^esisped ita" 
aWtiA Visitation; and ^xhibib'a inelan-' 
ch6Iy')ek6il bf'admdiliHoa to' the rising " 

^e ^uittgd-BirtiiidghiiJa^'iifter havhig ' 
paSSiedthfe' dJtf Vefy igrteably ih Visitlh^ ' 
sudir 'bf its'Sh]ih(}i^t6rife^"as We could 
gam*acc^» tb durib^ baf {^tajr; knd kb^W'' 
th^'imddle' 'of £hc hekt dai^ arrived' at 
LettttoiiBl^dn; 'and Itobk tip our abbd6'4t 
ShAfei's'hota'^ LetrttattgiEbn '^ at 

lis 'Bea^ii'''0f'1the yeiur ' unusually ' fullj ' 
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and the hotel so crowded with visitors, 
that it was not without difficulty we pro- 
cured a private room ; the general rule 
of the house being for the company to 
dine together at the public table kept 
for their accommodation. Montague, 
who for various reasons wished to be pri- 
vate and unnoticed^ declined mixing in 
the gay parties of which this society was 
composed ; and after strolling about the 
village, and taking a cursory survey of 
the blEtths and the neighbourhood, we 
returned to the hotel, and, at an early 
hour, retired to rest. To rest^ I may 
indeed say, for certainly it was not to 
sleep* It was unfortunately the assem- 
bly night, and this festive meeting being 
held in a ball-room, at another inn ex- 
actly opposite to our bed-chamber at the 
hotel, the windows of which were all 
thrown open for air on account of the 
sultry heat of the weather, the conti- 
nued repetition of the music, >added to 
the changing steps of the dancers, as 
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n 



gQ WARWICK CASTLE. 

they pursued their amuseinetit tiil a very 
late or raAer early hour, entirely bse- 
nished sleep. When the party broke up 
and returned to the hotels the continued 
closing of the doors as, one hy one^ they 
stole softly along the gallery to theit 
tipartments, succeeded by the servants 
rising early to the business of the house* 
hold, added to the noisy altercation of 
some swearing grooms in the stable-yard^ 
effectually precluded every jprospect of 
repose. 

The next day we devoted to the ardu« 
ous task of lodging-hunting J and, after 
having perambulated, every owner of 
this rapidly increasing village and found : 
our search unsuccessful, for not a single 
cottage appeared untenMted, we at 
length obtained a conditional promise of 
a house then occupied by some of th^ 
Groixlon family, who were expected to 
leave the place upon an excursion to 
Cheltenham ; and, wearied with our de* 
sultory stroll, we returned disappointed 
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to a kte dinner at the hoteL Mootagne, 
tired and dispirited from the lingeting 
remains of mdispositian, comforted him. 
self, m the day closed in^ that, for tluy 
evening at least, we were secured from 
9& repetition of the horrors of the m^ 
wenMy night; and, overpowered witfi 
the fatigues of a journey of two hun*. 
dred miles m^de on some of the warmest 
days of a glowing Jvme^ he anticipated 
with impatience the approaching hour of 
rest. Btit here, as it seeiiKd, we wei^ 
again fated to be imfortunate ! Some of 
the juvenihe residents at the hotel, who 
-had been absent at the ball on tftie pre* 
ceding evening, werfe, as we soon learned 
to ouff sorrow, possessed of considerable 
Btttsieail skill; emd^ in the exertion of 
their talents in the general drawing-room 
which closely adjoined our bed-chamber^ 
harassed us with unseasonable haomony 
during the night. In this intolerable 
concert, ihe incessant jingling of an iU» 
toned piano-f(»^ aided by a piping flute^ 

i>2r 
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player, and the occasional accompani- 
ment of a scraping violin, effectually 
precluded all prospect of repose ; and 
duets, trios, and military divertimentos, 
succeeded in repetition till the night 
was far advanced ; whilst Montague, ex- 
hausted by want of rest, and provoked 
out of all patience at this tiresome inter- 
ruption to it, vented his ill-humour in 
sundry civil , benedictions on the party, 
and ungallantly wishing our fair serena- 
ders at the devil, tossed about his pillow, 
and impatiently courted sleep. 

Exceedingly annoyed by the conti- 
guity of our musical neighbours, and 
still more dismayed by the discovery of 
their midnight orgies being frequently 
repeated, Montague arose unusually fret- 
ful and unrefreshed. He was suffering 
all the torments of an intense head-ache, 
and foreseeing no prospect of escape 
from these vexations but in flight, we 
instantly determined upon a temporary 
change of residence. Had he enjoyed 
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his usual health, he would have entered 
with avidity into the amusements of the 
place, but the noisy bustle of a crowded 
hotel, though otherwise possessing many 
comforts, with the incessant egress and 
regress of the visitors incidental to it, 
were but little calculated for the ease of 
a suffering invalid, and feelingly regret- 
ting the tranquil home we had recently 
left in Cumberland, he ordered the car- 
riage after breakfast and drove to War- 
wick, the metropolis of this midland 
county, situated at about the distance 
of two miles from Lemnungton. Mon- 
lague, whose regiment . had formerly 
been stationed in this neighbourhood, 
had been frequently at Warwick before 
on occasional excursions from the mili* 
tairy quarters in its vicinity, and on 
alighting from his carriage at the' War- 
wick Arms, notwithstanding his Asiatic 
countenance and wasted form, was to his 
farther annoyance instantly recognized, 
and addressed by his proper title by the 
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iotelHgent propFietcxr of this vesy aupe^ 
rioriiin* He was theiefbre under the 
necessity of immediately explaiDi^g our 
wish ^f privacy, both as to i^tne ai>d 
Tank, with his consequent assumption of 
the appeiiaition of Colonel Elliott ; and 
the nature pf the attention we peceired, 
m eonsequence ,of this xM^mnMimicatioA, 
most tneontrovertibly proved that his 
^^onfidence was not misplaced^w M<»i- 
tague liece shortly fek baaftself, as he ex^ 
fwesaed it, ^ att home ; ^' and, glad to 
«y»t hinffielf *rf my thiag Mfee traoquifc 
iity9 he detennincd to nake Warwidc 
tMnr rosidence till the |u>use at jLexumix^^ 
Jb&m became vacant, oir an opportunity 
^presented itself of HiMe eligible aecom- 
flQodation. A few days of comfort €£• 
lected a visible change in his health ; 
the air ef Warwick is remarkably bracing 
and salubrious; and, though an oGca^ 
sional lassitude still hung upon his weak 
frame, bis strength hourly improved 
from the beneficial effects of a total 
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change of air, and the exercise of short 
excursions daily made round this culti* 
vated neighbourhood. We remained 
some days at the Warwick Arms to re- 
^o^er from the fatigues of our journey 
before Vie commenced the little tour of 
obs^^rvation, which, as soon as Lem- 
mington was fixed on, I had eagerly an- 
ticipated ; and as you and Fortescue are 
botfh gifted with a desir^ of information, 
I shall c}etail these parts of our per^ri- 
Qa^i^n jSpT your anfHi^eapiast, poouneQ^iqg 
urith Ummngtan^ is the primary oli^ect 
of our destination^ leaving W^fwick^ a 
subject of peculiar iatfi^¥e$l; to me^ frMi 
tji^ ckc^mstance <^ t^ord M^ntfltgiiQ^s 
being lineally descended from the Ne- 
villes, who formerly bor^ tljat tift^e, £^s 
future animadversipiii. 



CHAPTER XX. 

IjEMMINGTON, or Leamington, was 
originally a small village, seated on the 
banks of the river Learn, but it has ra- 
pidly grown into a place of some conse- 
quence in fashionable estimation, from 
the circumstances of its waters having 
materially benefited many persons of 
rank, who have recently resorted to it. 
The Lemmington waters, according to 
the statement of an eminent practitioner 
in the neighbourhood,* to which I am in- 
debted for the following remarks, have 
grown into notice by the common con- 

Sent of no milar onininn anH lil-fi mncf 

Other medicated springs have had their 
reputation highly established, before their 
peculiar claims to merit have been fairly 
appreciated. That this is the case every 

* Vide Dr. Middleton'g Analysii, 
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one living in the neighbourhood of Lem- 
imngton can testify ; for long before me- 
dical men thought them worth notice, or 
any individual was bold enough to erect 
baths and buildings for the accommo- 
datian of strangers, the country people, 
for miles round the place, flocked thither 
in numbers to drink the waters, without 
any sort of preparation, from the com- 
ifton springs ; and in this neglected state 
they would probably have remained, had 
it not been for the exertions of a few 
spirited individuals. They have been 
merely noticed as mineral waters by 
some of the oldest writers; but till the 
chemical experiments of the ingenious 
Dr. Lambe, made during a residence of 
some years in, their vicinity, no positive 
inquiry had been made into their effects, 
or any analysis of their various proper^ 
ties attempted^ From that time, when 
through the exertions of Dr. Lambe the 
virtues of these safine springs became 
generally known^. their visitors propoi^- 
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tionably incFea&ed ; and LetQmiDgton, 
instead of a straggling deserted village, 
inhabited only by peasantry in winter, 
and in summer by a few sufferiiag inva* 
lids', who were glad to avail themselves 
of auch accommodation as the place af- 
forded, is now become the resort of ele- 
gance and fashion. Baths and buildings 
are erected fit for families of the first 
distinction, and every convenience that 
health or sickness can require is atten- 
tively provided. This change has been 
principally effected by the exertions of 
Mr. Walhouse, a clerical gentleman of 
independent fortune, whose health and 
inclination having attached him to the 
{dace, he has perseveringly endeavoured 
tb give it the celebrity to which it is «o 
justly entitled. The Lemmington waters 
are strongly recommended bj many me- 
<Jical men of eminence. Drs. Kerr, 
Lambe, and Johnstone, have borne 
ample testimony of their merits; but 
without the ^naba^ted efforts of Mr. WbJt 
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house, Lemmington would ne\^er haf^ 
reached its present ;ftounshing state. The 
waters are, in many respects, ^imiJar to 
those of Cheltenham, being strongly im- 
pregnated with carbonate of iran, and 
carbonic acid gas, with this difference, 
that the Cheltenham water contains <a 
larger portion of the former, under the 
chemical denomination of oxide of iroQ% 
This is without doubt a property of feigh 
medical estimation, but it is possibly not 
to be regretted that the Lemmington 
water contains less of it ; for, ac€oi*ding 
to general report, no water has hitherto 
been so inconsiderately used : persons 
from all parts of the country have come 
to Lemmington for the benefit of their 
health ; and, without any consideration 
of age, sex, constitution, or disease, 
have gone on drinking the waters, and 
bathing, sometimes in the hot b^th, and 
sometimes in the coW, without any 
previous instruction, or inquiry into its 
effects, considering this voluntary deluge 
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of their intestines as a sort of panaeea^ 
or sovereign remedy, for all diseases. 
They are now however used with some- 
what more prudence, and in less copi- 
ous libations, medical advice being more 
readily to be obtained ^ there than 
formerly; a great number * of elegant 
buildings, some of them private, pro- 
perty, and others belonging%to' subscrip- 
tion establishments,' have been recently 
erected for the accommodation of visi- 
tors of all descriptions ; and from the 
commencement of the season in May, 
till its close in October, they are generally 
fully, and very respectably occupied..* 
The rock from which the original spring 
issues, is from twenty-five to thirty feet 



* There are also several good bo&tding-lioases. aod> hoiel^, 
an elegaot suite of assembly, card, and reading rooms,, re- 
cently bailt, witliallieatre, library, and picture gallery, &c. 
tlie nsual concomitants of a fashionable watering-place ; a 
new set of baths,, with a pnmp-room, fronted, by an elegant 
colonnade, have been also recently erected on the banks of 
the river, at a considerable ezpenie> for a promenade kt 
4amp iveathec^ 
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below the . siir&ce of the ' earth' ; . it is 
situated in a shady^lane ^ti the: entrance 
to the chu'rch-yard,^ near the; hew? bridge 
recently b.uilt over. the. river; LiBam,^ and 
leading to a favourite pron^enade thiLough 
the fields towards Newbold; the seat of 
the Rev. Edward Willes.* Near this spot 
^ are the old baths, erected, as we learned 
by an inscription on a tomb-stone in the 
church-yard, by a Mr. William Abbotta» 
an ancient and respectable inhabitant of 
ihe village, in the possession of whose 
family they still remain. The parish 
church, dedicated . to All Saints, was 
originally a chapel belonging to Wootton, 
a village held in socage under the Canons 
of Kenilworth, and in the thirty-sixth 
year of the reigu of our Eighth Henry, 
was valued at the sum of six pounds ten 
shillings per annum. 
. A few mornings after our arrival at 

* Mfw PvbU has recently; pablisbed a *< LemmingtoR 
Guide," &c, nvhich precludes the necessity of* farther infoK^ 
malioa here. 
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Warwick, whilst the corriftge was 'pre- 
paring for our daily drive to Lemming- 
ton, as Montague CMiversed wi^ our 
host tiH it was ready, the ktter pointed 
out a circiunstane^, whicii fi^m ks ifami- 
liarity had hitherto escaped our ^bser^'a- 
Tation; namely, ihe evident disagree- 
ment of our <»Foneted carriage, with 
the assumed privacy of our present n<mi 
4e guerre. Montague^ irtruck with the 
propriety of this obser¥ati<m, wliich had 
not onoe occurred to either ^tf us, or- 
dered the carriage back to the stable- 
yard, where it was careftiHy deposited 
in the coach-bouse, and we were iii- 
-stantiy supplied with anot^r, not calcu^ 
hted perhaps to sIhi'Be in a birth-day 
procession to St. Janaes% er exactly ac- 
cordant witb^e dashing splendottpsofthe 
four-in-hand club, but certainly very eom- 
siodious for t>ur occauonal expeditions. 

According to the plan we had now 
adopted, the first place which de- 
manded our attention was Warwick 
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Castle, some account of which I shall 
hereafter transcribe for your perusal, 
and at this beautiful j^ce we passed the 
principal part of a long summer mom* 
ing, delightfliBy occupied in the inspec* 
tion of this princely pile,/ and which we 
have since frequently repeated with in* 
creased admiration. 

As we strolled throqgh its beautifiil 
gardens^ and wandered amidst the windf 
ing wood- walks, which lead to the Lodge, 
a tasteful little building, erected upon 
the summit of a woody eminence in the 
park, a respectable looking old woman, 
who informed us she had the care of it, 
perceiving that we were strangers, civilly 
attended to show ns the interior. Mon- 
tague, charmed with its simpde elegance, 
and the striking beauty of the woodland 
scenery about it, expressed a vague sort 
of wish that we could be accommodated 
with apartments there during our stay in 
the neighbourhood. Our ancient cice- 
rone did not appear to think this practi- 
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cabled although she was herself perfectly 
willing, she durst .not, as she) said, " do 
such a thing of her ownaccofd ;*'-and, 
appearing apprehensive of .thre' displea- 
sure of the " higher powers','* we aban- 
doned- the wish almost as soon as it 
arose, and, rewarding her for her civi- 
lity, returned to our temporary abode 
extremely well pleased with the morn- 
ing's occupation. Montague, speaking 
of this place afterwards, dwelt with un- 
qualified admiration oh the beauty of its 
situation, and casually naming our de- 
sire without any idea of its accomplish- 
ment, our attentive host, solicitous for 
the gratification of our slightest wishes^ 
exerted himself so successfully in our 
favour, that, in a few days, ^e were 
agreeably surprised by a polite offer of 
the Lodge for our residence, as long as 
k suited our convenience to remain in 
the vicinity of Warwick* We did not 
fail to .express our grateful consideration 
of attention so characteristic of its noble 
1 
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ov^ner} and, as soon as the venerable 
occupier of it could arrange her domes- 
tic affairs for our reception, and the ac- 
commodation of Norris 2nd Lord Mon- 
tague's man Owen, we left the Warwick 
Arms, and removed to the Lodge, where, 
in your f* mind's eye," you may now be- 
hold us settled, and where I have princi- 
pally composed the contents of this vo- 
luminous packet, to which I shall occa- 
sionally continue adding, till an opportu- 
nity occurs of its conveyance to you at 
Madras. 

In 6ne of our usual drives to Lem^^ 
mington, where Montague regularly 
drank the waters, a few days after we 

had fixed ourselves at the Lodge, an acci- 
rlent i>o£M ii5>, trivial in its consequences, 

but certainly very alarming at the mo- 
ment of its occurrence. In .driving some- 
' what hastily down a slight declivity at 
;the entrance of the :village, a wheel i^ud- 
denly started, and we . were instantly 
precipitated with some violence. to the 
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giMMii^ vf^AouA homever xecd^ng iM- 
Ikw in^ttiy ^bm a flQaainentaiy abrm. 
A C«pt^ ^df«|t^ 8 yoong Hiaxi with . 
wi^i^m Montf^e kad preMioiifiiy made a 
MQftof &p^9kmg Mqviaattaii«9 bgr occa- 
mmiiy meeting m tbe irtafale-^}»ir4 at the 
IS^^ick A#*M(» WW iriviBg a lady m a 
dixrich at JSMiiB jdiataoqe fafeUnd, aod, 
^rmiy'mg oitr dai^er^ he instaoitty 
jjMwped from iw carridga^. apd ife«r to 



*< I hope tnjf Loffd's oot fciart mdeedl^ 

exclaimed our man Owen, startled cut 

^ his U9u»i priM^ce- ^' I hope }cour 

tm'dship's not hiirt!'' eontinae^ htt^ 

loudly VMii^r^fiig bath, his hopea and 

^rs^ a3 he vaisdj endeayourad to. bpea 
the dooor ot our shauxrrva ^;^i*ioi^. f ^^ 

taJD Arden^ mrho merely knew Montague 

9A Colonel EUiott^ sregankd him widi 

fvideat siuprise durang these eKclama- 

tian$^ and^ looauig the kicking horses 

ihwxi iSbe caFriage, aansted i^ka in extri* 

eating us from oar pesilout aituatioii} 
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whilst the honest Welshman, still shak- 
ing with alarm, continued to assure his 
^^ Lorddtip be was very sorry ibr the ac- 
cident, he was indeed ! " Our man Owen, 
be it known to you, is a personage of 
much consequence : he is now rather ad- 
vanoed io years, but he originally served 
in Montague's regiment; and, having 
mceived a severe wouiad which incapa- 
citated him fcff endusing tiie aeYerities 
of his profesaio^9 Montague procured 
liis discharge, and just then loring a 
valuaUe servant, he advanced l^ie gn»te- 
.fid soldier to the vacant aituaAiom The 
line of demarcation mniat be somewhere 
drawn, and I am as equally averse to 
4;he haughty ^taiace which some per- 
sons maintain towards their domestios, 
as to the loquacious familiai:4ty whic!^ 
others sometimes adopt : but with this 
man, whom he considers as ^^ a soldter 
and a brother,'* Montague occstsionally 
converses with freedom, and even fistens 
to with respect; for his opinions, although 
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delivered with the ludicrous rapidity of 
an inveterate Gaelic accent, are, in nu- 
merous instances, worth attention. Owen 
is eminently gifted with the marking 
characteristic of his country ; he is lite- 
rally as proud as the proudest height of 
his . native mountains, and tenaciously 
alive to all the honours of his station. 
I can scarcely forbear smiling at the air 
of conscious dignity with which he 
sometimes amicably jogs by the carriage 
window, as Montague, desirous that he 
should participate in our gratification, 
occasionally , explains . to him the local 
interest of the surrounding scenery; and 
I cease to feel surprise at the considerar 
tion which he manifests^ towards hiih, 
when J remember that side by side they 
Jiave fought the battles of their country, 
and mutually: suffering every misery 
which want,, sickness, and fatigue, could 
possibly induce, in the eventful wintei' 
of 1795, and, almost benumbed amidst 
its marshes, inarched together through 
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the dykes of Holland. On our pre&lent 
journey, Montague had dispensed with 
the usual attendance of his valet ; for 
this young man, although an English- 
man, and in other respecls unobjectiona- 
ble, is much too fine a gentleman to 
submit, without murmuring, to such tri- 
vial inconveniences as bis master would 
deem below a thought, and perfectly 
aware of the improbability of procur- 
ing suitable accommodation for a per- 
sonage of such importance at a coun- 
try Parsonage in Cunoberland, Monta-. 
gue felt extremely solicitous to spare 
him the " cursed bore *' of this stupid 
journey; and, leaving his rose-scented 
Adonis to amuse himself during our ab- 
sence with his flageolet at Richmond, he 
ordored Owen to attend us on our expe- 
dition to the north. 

As soon as Owen had recovered from 
his panic, and we were released from the 
carriage. Captain Arden congratulated 
us on our safety, and introduced us to 
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hi» sfsfer, tke y^ung lady who acoom- 
pained him^ and wbo I socm learned woir 
residing at Le^trtoingtoii attetaiding upon 
a sick i>iliotiiery tken almost in the laslt 
stage <of lingering, indisposition. As we 
dl walfcod to the library. Captain Ardeft 
prdpflsed that wq f^ovAd accept his cur- 
ifete to xJOiHvey a* back to Warwick^ po- 
litely offering to take his servatfit's hdrse 
binaelf!; but this avrafngemient Owra. 
stranuously opposed: his master's arm^ 
in hf8 opinion^ wais by no m«a»s %taxfttg 
emmgh to bear the exertion of a spirited 
pair of ik>vm»y and Mbn<rague, poi&sibiy 
aware of the truth of this objection, pru- 
dently declined the trial. Captain Arden^ 
tberefbre^ afta: our usual ceremony of 
brthiog, &C.5 drove me back again to 
the Lodge^ eroorted by Ms ^* Zords^kipy' 
with Owen's permission gallantly mounts 
ed tipbn bacsebfrdcu During our drive 
bome^ Montague, aware of the diseo^ 
tei^ maxle te^r Owen, tx>ok occasion to 
infom <mr iww acquaintance of our real 
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rank and sitaatibnv and soon ibuttd tliat^ 
sithamgh perMnally unknown^ he was my 
sfcranger to hitn hy tepott. There is a 
certain somethoig in the i^earaiice of 
a soMier^ which, in whatever character 
he may assnnte^ is indesdribably predbu 
minant; thus Montage, whora £Mrm 
was ^ace p^rsotiified^ and whose very 
atr and sbep announced the heno, had 
Been at first sight recqgmfted as a nffi^. 
tary man hy Captaiii Aaden, ^hov in 
their acddentid rencoiitr^^ had readdy 
disG^itoed hts Sxa^issity with ooiAmandy 
«lre«i,m.h»faighaod|Kilisbed.r: 
Beits, the nnprossive ele^nee ^ the ex- 
perienced Gmieral Offi<ier. 

T3m young man was hiAiself in f^e 
army : faSs regjin^nt was lying in some of 
the militaiy bacracks- in* tflie neighbcmi^ 
bOui>heod ; but his- mothaf and dater, 
who had recently airivied from India, 
were nofw resident at. Lamiaftigtm, in 
Ijie kope o£ benefit to Mis. Aiden^s 
bdalthi 0£ hie motfaetE*K^reod»v8ryv how* 
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ever, he expressed himself utterly hope- 
less ; and, speaking upon this subject as 
he accompanied us home, he expatiated 
with much feeling on the lonely situation 
of his sister, who, except some distant 
relations in Cornwall, whom she had 
never seen, had not, as he said, a single 
connexion in England, but himself. 
Strongly interested in this melancholy 
account of Miss Arden's prospects, I 
prayed him, as we became better ac- 
quainted, to find an opportunity of bring- 
ing us together. He gladly availed him- 
self of my desire, an(d we soon became 
as intimate as the precarious state of her 
mother's health would permit. 

Captain Arden had the command of a 
troop of dragoons then stationed at War- 
wick. He had on his mother's account 
exchanged hii» previous quarters, and in 
this detached station he had been living 
for months, as he told us, unknowing 
and unknown, with little to relieve the 
tedium of his solitary sojourn, but the 
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commiserating visits of his brother offi- 
cers from Coventry, We found him a 
very interesting acquaintance, and, be- 
ing extremely well-informed, he was a 
desirable addition to our domestic so- 
ciety, although his mother's illness some- 
times unavoidably detained him from it. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



** Now Warwick claims the promised lay, supreme 
In this her midland reiilro ! Pitcedence doe, 
- And lotig RiaintainMI Fotr her kind nature rais*4 
The rocky hill, a gentle eminence. 
For health and pleasure form'd I where her gay tribes 
Indnl^ the social walk ; once gloomy haunt . 
Of solitary monks, now beanteous seat 
Of rural elegance I around whose skirts. 
Parks, meadows, groves, their mingled graces join, 
And Avon pours his tributary urn.'* 

^VTaRWICK or Warrewik, whose pre- 
sent name is said to have been derived 
from Warremund, one of the Saxon 
Monarchs, is a place of great antiquity, 
and formerly of much local consequence 
in the interior of the kingdom. The 
foundation of it is attributed to Guthe- 
line or Kimbeline, one of the British 
Kings, whose reign was contemporary 
with the birth of our Saviour. It had 
originally the name of Caer-leon, from 
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the word Cacr, which signifies a city, 
being added to his own nanne, and by 
error of pronunciation came to be called 
Caer-lcon, instead of Caer-guth-leon. 
Guiderius, son and successor to Kim- 
beline, much enlarged it, and granted 
many valuable privileges to the inha- 
bitants. It was after this time nearly 
destroyed in the ravages of the Picts 
and Scots, and lay in a ruinous state 
till Caractaciis, a valiant British Prince^ 
i*ebuilt it, making a manor-house here 
for himself, and founding a church to_ 
the honour of St. John the Baptist, in 
the middle of the market-place. 

In the days of Caractacus, the Ro- 
mans prevailed much in Britain, under 
the command of P. Ostorius, Lieute- 
nant to the Emperor Claudius, who 
much hai'assed the Britons by the num- 
ber and consequence of his conquests 
in this part of the island. In the last 
of these struggles to preserve their 
native independence, Caractacus having 

£ 2 
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gained an advantageous position, went 
up and down the ranks personally en- 
couraging his exhausted soldiery^ ex- 
claiming, ^^ This is the day, and this is 
the field, which will be the recovery of 
our liberty, or the beginning of per- 
petual slavery/* And then invoking 
the manes of his glorious ancestors, 
who had before driven out Caesar the 
Dicj;ator, and by whose efforts they had 
hitherto been preserved from bondage 
and dishonour, he rallied their courage 
so successfully, that they unanimously 
resolved to make one desperate effort 
to recover their liberty, or to die bravdy 
in the attempt. The latter was unfor- 
tunately the case ; and the brave Carac- , 
tacus, after a seven years' contest, was 
carried from his native country a pri- 
soner to Rome; where the Emperor 
Claudius was so powerfully moved by 
his magnanimity and misfortunes, that 
he pardoned him, together with his wife 
and daughter, and his brothers, who 
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were also in captivity with him. Os- 
tonus, in the mean time, having nearly 
conquered Britain, and driven our fore- 
fathers from their strongest fastnesses 
in the island^ became anxious to secure 
his conquests beyond the possibility of 
recovery by their original possessors ; 
and with this view he erected numerous 
forts and garrisons along the banks of 
the rivers Avon and Severn, of which 
this of Warwick was one of the most 
formidable ; and it is believed that the 
celebrated town in Britain, denominated 
** Prosidimm " by the Romans, was this 
identical place. 

Notwithstanding its central situation, 
and many other coincident circum- 
stances, some authors however, are. of 
a difierent opinion \ for it has been 
suggested that Patriilgton, a town in 
the Eastern Riding of Yorkshire, about 
fifty miles south-east of York, and si- 
tuated at the mouth of the Humber, 
was more probably the station called 
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Prosiduum, from the circumstance oi 
BO Roman antiquities having been dis^ 
covered nearer Warwick than Chteater-* 
ton ; where, upon ground now forming 
part of the estate of Lorji Willoughbj 
de Brooke, was situated the nearest 
Roman station known in the neighbour- 
hood : it is however the general belief 
that Warwick has the best claim to this 
disputed honour. After these warlike 
erections^ of Ostorius, Warwick was 
again laid waste in the vicissitudes of 
war,, but subsequently restored by Con- 
stantine, father of titer Pendragon, 
another of the ancient British monarchs, 
and by him called Caer-umber. His 
death (for he was slain in a later in- 
cursion of some contending power.) 
again exposed it to ruin; and in this 
desolate condition it remained wholly 
neglected, until a British Prince named 
Gwayr, cousin to King Arthur, under- 
took the task of rebuilding it; and 
commanded that it should thenceforth 
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be denominated Caer Gwayr^ or, as the 
expression signifies, the city of Gwayr. 
Warwick has $ince this remote period 
undergone many connderable altera- 
tions ) for it appears from ancient re- 
cord, that there were formerly six 
churches united with, and dependant 
on, the collegiate church of St. Mary ; 
of which, part of one only (St. James's) 
is now remaining. Of these churchee; 
St. Helena was built upon the spot 
where the Priory now stands ; S$. M^ 
chael at the Tower end of the street 
called Saltsford ; Si. John the BaptUt 
in the middle of the market-place ; S9. 
Peiersj anciently standing near the 
Cross, was taken down in the reign of 
Henry the Sixth, and rebuilt over the 
eastern gate of the town, at the bottom 
^ Jury^street; upon the remains of 
which a chapel was aflei*wards built 
and endowed as a charity-school^ which 
is still standing, and has been recently 
repaired and nuich improved. The 
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chapel of St. Jameis Churchy standiog 
over the western gate, is still extant in 
good preservation. Adjoining to thiis 
structure is an hospital, founded by Ro- 
bert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, son of 
John Earl of Warwick, and afterwards 
Duke of Northumberland, in the 28th 
of Queen Elizabeth, for " twelve men, 
besides a master, not having above five 
pounds per ajinum of their own, and 
fiiich as had been maimed in the. wars 
in the said Queen's service, her heir^ 
aiid successors, ^'especially under the 
conduct of the said Earl, or such as 
had been tenants or servants to him 
and his heirs, and were born in the 
.counties of Warwick and Gloucester, 
or having their dwelIing;houses there 
hft\%s4 years before. And in ca^ tber^ 
happened to.be none such hurt in the 
wiaiTS, then to other poor persons of the 
{karisiies; of Warwick, Kenilwoi*th, and 
Stratford upbn AVon, in this ctiunty, 
and of Wootton under Edge, and Er- 
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linghani^ in Gloucestershire, to be re« 
commended by the Minister andrChurch- 
wardens of the parisli M^here they last 
had their abode j" which said twelve 
men, or " brethren,*' as they are termed, 
are enjoined to wear a gown of blue 
cloth, ornamented with a bear and 
ragged staff in silver, and never to 
appear in the streets without it.* The 
statutes of this establishment, which is 
still kept up, are implicitly complied 
with ; for, upon our inspection • of the 
hospital, I saw some of the brethren 
in their blue cloaks and silver badges 
The value of this bequest is much in- 
creased since its foundation, and novv 
affords a comfortable asylum, with ah 
annual stipend of considerable amount, 
for respectable tradesmen, who in the 
decline of life may have been reduced 
by misfortunes, in the parishes above 
specified, each of which recommend: to 

• Sec the Earl of L^cester's wilL 
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it upon vacancies, as their turns occur. 
Of St Lawrence^s church, formerly 
fltanding in West-street, not a vestige 
is remaining, unless a passage called 
the ** Friary *' (formerly leading to it) 
may be so deemed. The collegiate 
church of St. Maty^ of nrhich I shall 
hereafter speak more particularly, is a 
building of considerable architectural 
elegance} and that of St. Nicholas^ 
istanding near the bridge and opposite 
to the castle-gates, is a neat structure 
^ modem times, but supposed to have 
been originally founded by Henry de 
Newburgh, the first Norman Earl of 
Warwick, or his immediate successor, 
but dP this nothing certain is knowft. 
Near this church, fronting the Coventry 
''i^oad, is a venerable gothic building 
called St. John*Sj at this period an aca- 
demy for young gentlemen, butfcnrmerly 
an hospital founded in the reign of 
Henry the Second, by William Earl of 
Warwick, for the hospitabk entertain* 
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meot of travellers. The Abbey of War- 
vfick^ destroyed by the Danes in 101 6, 
ef which there are np remains whatever, 
^rmerly occupied the spot now com* 
posing the ehurch-yard of St* >ficholas9 
and extended to the ground which forms 
the boundaries ^ 3t/ John's. It i^ re- 
markable as having been the spene of 
Queen Emma'i^ imprispnaieDt mm) sub- 
sequent trial by the fiery ordeal, q£ 
which the cijrcunistanpes ncopn^i^g tp 
historical traditi<»a w<ere as &)\h9W. 

£mmat widow of £thelr$d and Pf^nute^ 
and mother of Edward^ tbe Corif«$9or» 
havMg beisn accwsed of «n intrigne with 
AlwyM, the then Bishop of Wincb^t^r, 
was imprisoned in the Abbey at War- 
wickf and by or^ of ber son sentenced^ 

to trial by the fiery ordeal, which* agr^- 
aUy ;to the hai^rpus cu«<tom of the 
timeS) she accordingly vnderw^Mt. Tjbe 
Queen/ with incred^Site intrepiditys hav- 
wg passed tmi;e-&)pt and bl^d-fokl. 
over fine plough^shares JK^ated jed-hot. 
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escaped unhurt; and her innocence 
being thus satisfactorily established^ she 
was set at liberty, and permitted to re- 
tire to^ Winchester, where she passed 
the remainder of her days in pious se- 
clusion^ and the cathedral of which 
place she endowed with nine valuable 
livings, in commemoration of her mi- 
raculous deliverfince from tHe perils of 
the plough-shares! Her son Edward, 
(who is said to have been the first Eng- 
lish Monarch who possessed the power 
of curing the disease called the king's 
evil, by the efficacy of the royal touch,) 
in sorrowful atonement of his former 
severity to her, also presented her with 
the Island of Portland, in Dorsetshire, 
to enrich her favourite residence o£ Win- 
chester. 

The Priory J situated on the north side 
of the town beyond St. Mary's church, is 
an ancient and extensive pile^ reared on 
the foundation of the church of St. Hele- 
na, and founded by Heury de Newburgh 
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in the reign of Henry the First ; about 
which period an infinite number o£ pil- 
grims resorting to this place on their 
way to the Holy-land, the benevolent 
Earl was solicited to establish a monas* 
tery for their reception ; and complying 
with the entreaties of the religious de- 
votees he erected the Priory, and en- 
titled it of the order of the Canons Re^ 
gulaPy this being the ^rst house of that 
peculiar order, known either in Eng- 
land, Ireland, Scotland, or Wales. After 
the destruction of Jerusalem in 1188, 
almost all the houses of this order fell 
into decay; and being afterwards dis- 
solved in^ the 27th year of King Henry 
the Eighth, it was granted, lyith oth^r 
lands, to one Thomas Hawkins, other* 
wise * Fisher^ Gentleman, and his heir^, 
to be held in socage of the castle at 
Warwick, at the rent of twenty-six shil- 
« lings * and nine-pence per annum. This 
Thomas Hawkins, or Fisher ^ as he wf s 
called from the circumstance oC his 
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the son of a fishmonger at VTmc- 
wick) bad originally been in the service 
of John Dudley, Earl of Warwick, after- 
wards Dfike of NorthumbexJand } and 
fftotwithstanding his mean extraction^ 
being possessed of great talents, he was 
employed in many public affairs during, 
those unsettled times; in which he 
amassed a large fortune, and being also 
enriched with other valuable possessions, 
be pulled the monastery to the grounds 
and built the priory, as it now stands,, 
upon the old foundation. It was fully 
completed in the 8th year of Queeii> 
Elizabeth^ and then distinguished by a 
new name^ being called fhe *^ Hmck^s- 
nest 9*^ probably from allusion to the 
name of its owner, or to the peculiar 
beauty of its. situaticm, being on alL 
sides environed with a fiae grove of lofty 
•1ms; The windows of it were fanci<- 
fuHy. adoined with ike arms c£ Us- 
patHMs, the Dukes of Somerset and 
Northumberland^ and hk own name also* 
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quaintly expressed by a rebus^ executed 
in the timber work of the window frames^ 
as the jp— JR. with a dolphin placed be- 
tween the letters^ seems to si^ify. This 
gentleman held the rank oi secretary to 
the Duke of Somerset^ Lord Protector 
during the minority c{ Edward the Sixth } 
and, being of considerable personal 
valour, became Colonel of a regiment 
in the English army, and highly dis* 
tinguished himself at the battle of Mns* 
selburgh field, fought in Scotland, Sep^ 
tember 10, 1547, where the English ob* 
taiped a complete victory. Some time 
after, when the marriage of Lady Jane 
Grey to Lord Guildford Dudley, fourth 
son of his patron the Duke of Nwthum* 
berland, took place, and her immediate 
appointment to the succession, of the 
crown, on the demise of Edward the 
Sixth, excited sucb a tumult wad com- 
motion throughout the realm ; the Duke,, 
reposing the utmost confidence, in tiie 
^delity of his secretary, privatdy con- 
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veyed to him large sums of money, with 
intent that forces, for the advancement 
of his daughter in law's pretensions to 
the crown, might be raised there as 
occasion should require : this money 
was immediately conveyed by Fisher to 
a neighbouring village ; and by way of 
security deposited in Bishop's Itching- 
ton Pool. But the Duke of Northum-* 
berland being shortly afterwards at- 
tainted, and brought to the scaffold by 
Queen Mary, Fisher, whose attachment 
to him was publicly known, was ex- 
amined by order of the Queen, con- 
cerning the money known to have been 
entrusted to him, but not making the 
desired confession he was put upon 
the rack, and so mangled and tormented, 
that hist fingers were actually pulled out 
of the joints by the severity of his pu- 
nishment, but without having the de- 
sired effect J for he would never reveal 
his trust, or the place where it was de- 
po9ite09 to his dying day ! He lived 
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some years after this affiur, but dying 
January 12, 1576, was buried at the 
upper end of St Mary's church, where 
his monument yet. remains. He was 
succeeded in his inheritance by his son 
Edward Fisher, a youth of dissipated 
habits and extravagant disposition, by 
whose profligacy the property accumu- 
lated by his father was rapidly destroy^ 
ed, and. the estate sold to Sir John 
Puckering, then Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal of England. ; but fisher ex- 
ecuting a fraudulent conveyance of it, 
he was prosecuted in the Star Chamber ^ 
and being much oppressed with debts 
and other incumbrances, he was sent a 
prisoner to the Fleet, where he at last 
ended his days 4n a miserable confine- 
ment. Sir Henry Newton succeeded his 
maternal uncle. Sir Thomas Puckering, 
in the possession of the estate; but 
dying without issue January 22, 1700, 
he bequeathed the priory to his wife'i 
niece, Jane, relict of. Sir John Bowyer, 
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Bart., of Knipper^Iey, in Stafibrdshire ; 
with the reversion of it to Captaia 
Grantharo, by whom it was sold to 
Henry Wise, Esq* of London, graod*^ 
&tber of Heary Christopher Wise, de- 
ceased, and great grandfather of the 
kte Mattlkew Blaekett Wise, Esq. and 
the RevereRd Henry Wisey now Reetor 
of OflSthmdk, the. present pcfssessor. 

To the aortk-^west of tbfe priory lies 
Wtdgnoek Ferk, car, as it is commonly 
ccdlodf the ^ OldFas%^* enclosed shortly 
after thie Conqixest. by H«nry de New«> 
Imrgh, icJliraing tlie example of Henrj 
the Fiirst, who made the first pvk known 
iiiSdngland, at Woodstock; this of Wef%<^. 
DMk beuig the veond, and the first of 
these priflicely a^endages ever possessed 
&jr any sid^et of t^ese realms. It da«^ 
scended with the title into the Beau* 
champ Sillily ; but upon the death of 
Henry Duke of Warwick, the last male 
heir of that line, in 144J, again* re* 
verted to the crown {, and was by Ed^vard 
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the Sixth, in the first year of his reign, 
granted to John Dudley, in whose per- 
son the title of Earl of Warwick (dor- 
mant after the execution of Edward 
Flantagenet, in 1409) was then re- 
cently revived; but upon the subsequent 
attainder of the Dudleys by Queen 
Mary, it was passed away to Henry 
Jernegan, Esq., for a term of thirty 
years. Queen Elizabeth afterwards pre- 
sented it to Sir Fulk GreviBe, created by 
James the Firsts Barcm Brooke, of Beau- 
champ's Court, in this county; in the 
possession of whose descendant^ the pre- 
sent Earl Brooke and Warwick, it now 
remains. In this park there jfBS living 
some few years since a beautifiil horse, 
which had formerly belonged to the late 
Lord Brooke, the eldest son of the pre- 
sent Earl ; who dying whilst a youth at 
Winchester-school, this iavourite animal 
was never ridden after the death of his 
noble owner ; but, with his mane and 
|ail grown to. such an immoderate length 
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as to sweep upon the ground^ was suf^ 
fered to range at liberty about the park, 
the " chartered denizen** of its umbra- 
geous shades. 

On the confines of Wedgnock Park 
is a farm-house, anciently a manor-house^ 
called Good-rest J from the circumstance, 
according to oral tradition, of its having 
been so named by Queen Elizabeth, on 
her having once passed the night there, 
when benighted in the neighbourhood 
upon a tour through the interior of the 
kingdom ; but v^ith more probability 
from its having been, according to Rous, 
who lived amidst the plantations in the 
park, near the spot, a tranquil abode, 
to which the Countesses of Warwick 
were wont to retire during the period 
of their accouchement^ from the martial 
scenes of Warwick Castle. 
, The town, or Borough of Warwick, 
4it the present day is extremely neat; 
the streets, * which are very spacious, 
were originally cut through the rock 
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upom which it is built ; and, as I have 
before remarked, lead by a gentle ascent 
from all parts towards the middle of the 
town ; the houses of which are (nany 
of them free stone, and tolerably well 
built. Till within the last few years it 
has been a place of but little importance 
as to trade, or matters of commerce; 
its inhabitants having been principally 
composed of genteel families of small 
fortune ; but it is now considerably in- 
creased by the establishment of several 
beneficial manu&ctories, and the ad- 
vantages of a navigable canal from 
Birmingham, which communicates with 
the Grand Junction, and by that m^ans 
with the whole kingdom. 

The town has within the last few 
years been lighted from the charity of 
King Henry the Eighth ; and is now also 
paved by a public subscription, . aided 
by farther munificence from the purse 
of this benevolent monarch; an im- 
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provement allowed by all strangers to 
have been extremely desirable. 

It has a fine bridge over the Avon, a 
faandsoine gaol, with a spacious county- 
hall, of superior convenience for ju- 
dicial purposes ; occasionally converted 
intp a ball-room at tlie races. A bride- 
weil» where a carpet-manufactory of 
considerable extent is carried on ; and a 
town-hall, or court-house as it is termed, 
containing an el^ant assembly-room and 
oth^ appropriate apartments. These 
buildings are all composed of a fine sort 
of free stone, with which the neigh- 
bourhood abounds. It has also a spa- 
cious market-hall, lately improved at a 
considerable expense; and a tnagmfi- 
cent stand upon the race-aground, re- 
cently erected by a liberal public snb- 
osciiption. Of the coll^iiate > diurch of 
iSt. Mary, with the beautiful Beauchamp 
chapel adjoining, and t^e Deanery, itow 
a^hd the College, or ^^ Kviig*s School," 
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in the church-yard, I shall hereafter 
enter into a more detailed account. 

The Avon, celebrated aa the favourite 
stream of our immortal Bard, which 
rises in Naseby-fidd, is Northampton^ 
sbire, runs close alon^ the side 'of the 
town ; and here, situated upon its banks, 
and seated on an immense rock forty 
feet in height, with the river rolling at 
its foot, and proudly over«*k>oki«ig the 
ample demesne which environs it, stands 
Warwick Castle^ the baronial residence 
ef Ae Earls of Warwick. 

The LadgCj from which I am now 
writing, is a sm^ll but ^elegant gothic 
boilding-, erected upon a lofty etnisence 
in (^e casile park over-hanging ttie river, 
mid eicitctJ3t'Opposed to the castle win- 
46WS, fMth which it formis an inter^st- 
intg dfls^t^ and connnanding a delight- 
fol view 0( the gardens and the beau- 
^1 c^mservatory at the upper ex- 
tremity ^i the garden lawn. Tlie back 
fMot «f it in a complete fkrm^iouse, in- 
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habited by the Woodman, who has the 
care of the park, and his wife, the vene- 
rable dame whom I have before named 
to you, and who has the management 
of the dairy. The front next the river 
is formed into a drawing-room neatly 
fitted up for the occasional reception of 
the family, and from its elevated situa- 
tion commands an extensive view of the 
surrounding country. A spacious por- 
tico raised upon a flight of stone steps 
at the entrance to this apartment, forms 
an agreeable balcony ; and on this en- 
chanting spot which looks down upon 
the river winding below, our breakfast- 
table is usually laid; and here, embo- 
somed amidst the hanging woods which 
surround our fairy dwelling, with the 
" sofl-flowing Avon '* stretching tran- 
quilly at my feet, I sit for hours, rapt 
in admiration of the lovely scenery that 
environs me ; and the genius of Shaks- 
peare rises mentally on my view ! 
I will not attempt to enumerate with 
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precision the various beauties of War- 
wick Castle, conscious that it far ex- 
ceeds my powers of description to do 
them justice. I have dipped my pen 
in the Avon ! I have invoked the muse 
of Ratcliife in vain ! The " cloud-capped 
towers^^^ still soar beyond my reach ; 
and under the melancholy presentiment 
that my " mysteries " are not destined 
to astonish, or stiffen with ^* dumb 
Amazement all," I shall endeavour to 
content myself with the relation of mere 
matter pf feet for your amusement, and 
hasten to bring you acquainted with 
the traditional history of this venerable 
structure, and its original possessors. 



." Chiefs of old, 



In plain and rugged honour bold. 

To virtue kind, to vice severe, 

Strangers to bribery and fear ; 

Patriots who, in her better days, 

Old Rome might have been proud to raise ; 

Who, steady io their country's claim, 

Boldly stood up in freedom's name. 

E'en to the teeth of tyrant pride ; 

And when they could no more — they died \ " 

VOL. II. F 



CHAPTER XXI. 



" Now is the time, had we the will. 

To amaze the reader with oar skill | 

To pour forth such a flood of kBowledge, 

As might suffice for a whole college; 

Sweetly deseribing in our flight. 

Each common and iincoiivion sight i 

MakiAg our journal gay and pleasant. 

With things long past, and things now present." 



Warwick castle is a subject of 

much local consequence, and to me, as 
I have before remarked^ one of peculiar 
interest, since Lord Montague, who 
you may remember is allied raaternally 
to the blood of Beauchamp, and pater- 
nally to that of Neville, whose name 
^nd arms he also beara, is descended in 
a collateral line of consanguinity from 
John, Marquis of Montague, brother to 
Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, and 
consequently doubly allied to these cele- 
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brated heroes of the ancient house of 
Warwick.* Partly incited by these cir* 
cumstances, I have availed myself of 
the advantages of our residence in its 
vicinity to explore the interesting annals 
of their earlier history, and to arrange 
a sort of abridged pedigree of these war- 
like Barons, which may not be entirely 
unamusing, should chance ever conduct 
you to this favoured scene of their 
earthly grandeur ; I shall therefore sub- 
join it without farther ceremony for your 
perusal. 

Warwick Castle was originally erected, 
as is supposed, upon the site of a 
church or chapel, dedicated to All Saints, 
the episcopal residence of a Saxon saint . 



« John Marqais of Montague was killed with his brother 
the «' stout Earl of Warwick " at the battle of Barnet, in 
1471, leaving issue five co-heire^ses. The picture of this no- 
bleman, with others of his famil}^, was preserved at Cowdray, 
near Mid hurst, in Sussex, the seat of the Montague family, 
till 1793, when the mansion was de5tr,oyed by a fire occa- 
sioned by the carelessness of the workmen employed to re- 
• pair it. 

F 2 
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or bishop, called St. Dubritius, buried 
at Guy's CliifF, in the chapel which he 
there founded, and dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalen, and where his bones were 
many years afterwards discovered. The 
exact period of its foundation is not 
known with any degree of certainty, al- 
though it has been ascertained that the 
remains of the church of All Saints stood 
on the ground now forming the middle 
court of the castle, in the early time of 
Merthudus, the third British Earl of 
Warwick, during whose later years I am 
inclined to believe, from comparing 
historical events, that the erection of 
this ancient structure was begun. The 
castle, then probably not very strongly 
fortified, suffered very severely in the 
desolatiilg wars of the Picts and Scots, 
who, about the year 448, harassed Bri- 
tain by frequent incursions, and, at a 
Jater period, was entirely destroyed by 
the Danes, in which ruinous condition 
it remained until the Princess Ethelfieda, 







WARWICK CASTLE. 101 

daughter of King Alfred, became pos- 
sessed of it by having the whole kingdom 
of Mercia, comprising the counties of 
Huntingdon, Rutland, Lincoln, North- 
ampton, Leicester, Derby, Nottingham, 
Oxford, Chester, Salop, Gloucester, Wor- 
cester, StaflTord, Buckingham, Bedford, 
Hertford, and Warwick, settled upon her 
by her father, as a dowry upon the oc- 
casion of her marriage with the noble 
Ethelred, thereupon created by his royal 
father-in-law. Earl of Mercia. This 
Princess repaired its ruins about the 
year 912, and, in 915, erected a strong 
fortification, called the " Dungeon," for 
resistance of the enemy, upon an artifi. 
eial embankment of earth, raised into a 
high hill, near the river side, which is 
still seen crowned with an embattled 
watch-tower on the western side of the 
castle. The fortification itself is now de- 
nominated " the Mount ^^ under w^hicb, 
according to tradition, some of the cham- 
bers yet remain entire, though the en** 
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trance is wholly lost, being choked up 
with dust and rubbish. In the reign of 
Edward the Confessor, it appears by 
the domesday-book, it belonged to the 
Crown, as a stroifg hold for defence of 
the country. After this period it flourish- 
ed in great splendour for a considerable 
length of time, the beneficial effect of 
the bounty of this accomplished Prin- 
cess ; but, being again destroyed, it was 
re-built, in 1072, principally as it now 
stands, allowing for some trivial altera- 
tions occasioned by its necessary repairs 
after the injuries it sustained in the tur- 
bulent times of our earlier monarchs. 

It is a venerable gothic pile uninjured 
by the ravages of time ; the walls are of 
the immense thickness of fifteen feet, 
through which passages to most of the 
a^partments, except the principal suite 
of state rooms, have been most labori- 
ously cut; the constructure therefore 
bids defiance to all fear of desolation, 
and, proudly looking down upon the 
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river at its base, seems to rear its stately 
battlements in corroboration of its fabled 
grandeur. The entrance as it now 
stands/ fronting an elegant single arched 
bridge thrown over the Avon, within 
the last few years, principally at the ex- 
pense of the present Earl, is not the 
original approach to the castle, but a 
new one made, amongst a variety of 
other improvements, under his Lord- 
ship's tasteful direction* The embattled 
lockge, in front, is the habitation of the 
porter, and in one of the apartments^ 
under the gateway, are shown, amongst 
other curiosities, some interesting proofi 
of die storied valour of Earl Guy, the 
accredited evidence of his extraordinary 
prowess, and still more extraordinary 
stature. This valiant champion, with his 
Countess the " fair Felicia," I shall here- 
after more particularly introduce to you ; 
but of the delicacy of this peerless dame, 
who was most indisputably very unlike 
the' belles of modern days, I can form 
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Tio adeq^aate idea, since we were in this 
place shown an iron riding-slipper, said 
to have belonged to her, and actually 
exhibited as a specimen of her ordinary 
wear ! This curious article of female 
dress, with the immense breakfast-cup of 
her redoubtable consort, containing 102 
gallons, and denominated " Guy's por- 
ridge-pot," excited our risibility, and 
certainly called forth the strongest exer- 
tion of our historic faith* A deep defile 
apparently cut through the rock, and 
fringed with a profusion, of beautiful 
shrubs, amongst which many varieties of 
the flowering broom have an effect sin- 
gularly elegant, leads to the second en- 
trance, placed at the extremity of a 
sweeping lawn, the approach to which is 
formed by a small bridge over a moat, 
which now, destitute of water, serves for 
a private path into the gardens : a massy 
port-cullis, under a high vaulted gate, 
way, admits into the interior court of 
the castle, and the inner entrance pre- 



WARWICK CASTLE, 105 

sents an appearance strongly impressive 
of its baronial magnificence. Warwick 
Castle has been the abode of heroes of 
no common mould ; and sometimes as I 
wander amongst the ivied buttresses of 
its ancient fortress, and fancy flies back 
to the daring deeds of departed days^ 
the warlike forms of its early possessors 
present themselves to my imagination,, 
and Montague smiles at the enthusiasm^ 
with which I energetically exclaim — 

These were the Chiefs that kept a world in awe, 
Whose will was liberty, whose voice was law ! 
These were the Chiefs that vowM ou Runny-mede, 
Alike to conquer, oi alike to bleed. ' 
These too thy warlike Peers, thy Barons bold. 
Unpurchased patriots of the days of old V 

The inner court, of which the castlfe 
occupies one side, is very spacious ; 
nearly opposite the entrance, the mount, 
crowned with its ivied watch-turret, 
leacs its towering summit over the gar- 
dens, and a- high wall thickly clothed 
also with ivy, under which a latticedf^ 

F 5 
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gate leads through the gardens into the 
park, terminating with an immense 
tower of incalculable strength called 
^^ Guy's Tower y'"" built, in 1394, by 
Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, 
forms the boundary of the others. Casar's 
Towerj overhanging the river which 
washes its foundation, is said to be co- 
eval with the birth of our blessed Savi- 
our, probably from the presumption of 
its having been built, as its name im- 
ports, in honour of Julius Caesar, after 
his invasion of Britain, 54 B. C. Of 
the exact origin of this tower nothing 
certain can be known ; history, as far as 
I have been able to ascertain, making 
little or no mention of it, and Dugdale 
scarcely if at all noticing it: but its erec* 

-* This tower is crowqed with a battleneDt of nassjiopeo* 
work, and the author has been informed, by a person who 
professed to remember the fact, that the late Earl and Countess 
of Wiirwtck, walking at a dintancein the gardens, had the 
horror of beholding their youngest soUi held by the heels, 
through one of these apertures, by an elder brother, in the ad- 
^enlurous quest of a sparrow's nest ander the battlements. 



WARWICK CASTLE. 107 

r 

tion, I conceive, may with more proba- 
bility be ascribed to a period somewhat 
later, viz. the reign of Claudius, who, 
forty-three years after the birth of Christ, 
made a descent upon Britain, bringing 
with him an immense army, and a num- 
ber of armed elephants, intending thereby 
to terrify the Britons, and frighteft them 
out of a courage which nothing hitbe^td* 
undertaken against them could subdue. 

With this equipage he crossed the 
Channel, and effecting a landing he join" 
cd Plautius, whom he had previously sent 
forward to penetrate into Britain, and 
succeeded so far as to disarmi th^ nativi^s^^ 
but mercifully forbearing to confiscate 
the possessions bf their leaders^, they 
erected temples and alt^x^' in honour of 
him, and, according to Tacittts^ worship* 
ped him with sacrificei^ as a god^ Clau^i 
dius, satisfied with these triutop&Si re^ 
turned to Rome, leaving Hiautiusf to sub- 
due what yet remained unco*iqtterecf of 
the Britons, Vespasian, un&^ ^P^iutius, 
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maintained thirty conflicts with these 
hardy islanders, but both being at length 
re-called to Rome, triumphal honours 
were decreed them by the Senate for 
their services ; and Plautius being suc- 
ceeded in his quality of Pro-praetor by 
Ostorius Scapula, this new commander 
shortly landed in Britain, and, having 
driven the remainder of the British from 
their strong holds, and sent their valiant 
leader Caractacus prisoner to Rome, he 
erected a chain of forts across the inte* 
rior, ta secure his conquests in the island, 
of one of the most considerable of which 
this tower is probably the remains. Maay 
doubts have arisen as to the origin of 
Caesar's Tower, some persons having 
ascribed its erection to a much later 
period; but^ in order to combat this 
opinion^ it has been suggested, that al- 
though the architecture of Warwick 
Castle is evidently of the tenth century, 
yet the form of Caesar's Tawer is de- 
cidedly Roman ; that style of building, 
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but of smaller dimensions^ being intro^ 
duced in the building of London Wall 
about the time of Constantine the Great, 
369, and at Colchester at a previous date. 
Round towers were common among the 
ancient Britons before the Roman inva- 
sion. King) and other antiquarians, sup*- 
pose they were first introduced in. the 
West of England by the Cornish traders 
in tin, who had communication with the 
Levant : hence it is known that, before 
the Roman invasion, our military edifices 
bore evident marks of the Phoenician 
and Massilian Greek style. The Romans, 
in the castles built by £hem, frequently 
adopted the circular form for their keep- 
towers, smd, amongst the few existing 
remains of them, thos^ are acknowledged 
by antiquaries to^be genuine Roman, 
where the facing consists of several 
courses of bricks, between every eight 
or ten of rough or hewn stone. The oc^ 
tagonal keep-tower was a prevailing 
fes^ture in castles of the Saxon and 
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Norman time^ and both circular and 
octagonal ones may be found in buildings 
of the same date; but the circular tower 
is far more ancient, being common to 
the Phoenicians and Syrians, as well as 
the Britons", Many Roman fortresses 
were erected in Warwickshire during the 
reign of Claudius, and there is reason to 
believe that both Caesar's Tower at War- 
wick, and some parts of Kenilworth 
Castle, w«re the remains of Roman 
fortresses from the circumstance of the 
mouldings, and other details of the build* 
ings, being execnted with a degree of 
exactness and precision, to which the 
Saxon and Norman architects were com^ 
paratively strangers. After all, if this 
edifice is not really Roman, it must have 
been rebuilt, as was the practice of the 
Saxons and Normans, on the site, and 
in exact imitation, of the original Roman 
buiidipg, whieh frequently served them 
as an archetype. 
A iiol^le portico, wHh a flight of 'stcme 
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steps^ forms the grand entrance of the 
castle, and leads through a spacious hall, 
painted as we were inforn^d by Van** 
dyck, though I believe somewhat out 

of his usual line, into a magnificent suite 

* 

of state apartments* This celebrated 
master, during his residence in England^ 
devoted a large portion of his labours to 
the enrichment of the Earl of Warwick's 
valuable collection, and to this noble- 
man, with the families of Pembroke and 
Arundel, he gave the principal part of 
his time. Of his works, together with 
those of Rembrandt, Rubens, Poussin, 
and others of the best masters. Lord 
Warwick possesses an ample share, I 
shall not however attempt to particu- 
larise them^ at large, since a mere cata« 
logue of paintings, which are usually 
very ably enumerated to strangers, must 
be as uninteresting as it is unnecesss^y. 
I shall therefore point out a few only 
which appeared particularly interesting 
from my accidental recdlection of the 
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historical consequence of their originals^ 
and which: I shall here endeavour to re- 
call to your. memory, commencing my 
biographical (digression with a short me- 
moir of Prince Rupert^ whose portrait, 
at the entrance of one of the principal 
staterooms, conveys, as we were told, 
a striking resemblance of this celebrated 
hero* 

Prince Rupert, born: Duke of Bavaria^ 
and Count Palatine of the Rhine, was 
son of Frederic, Elector Palatine, after- 
wards King of Bohemia ; and Elizabeth 
of Engliand, daughter of King James the 
First, to whose weakness and irresoUi^ 
tion the misfortunes of his daughter and 
her descendants were, in a great mea- 
sure^ attributable. The marriage of the 
Elector Palatine to the Princess Eliza- 
beth took placein. Feb. 1613, and was 
celebrated with all imaginable splendour, 
the Cou;rt having recently lafd aside its 
mourning for Henry, Prince of Wales, 
who had ^ied by poison, as it was g.ene^ 
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rally believed, the year before. This 
match was so agreeable in the eyes of 
the whole nation, that the people cheer- 
fully contributed to the payment of the 
marriage portion j and the City of Lon- 
don, desirous to evince their approba- 
tion of it, presented the royal bride by 
the hands of the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men, with a valuable chain of the finest 
oriental pearl. The rejoicings upon this 
happy occasion being concluded, the 
Elector and his fair consort embarked 
on board the fleet lying in the Downs to 
convey them to Flushing, from whence 
they proceeded to Heidelburgh, attend- 
ed by a numerous retinue of the youth- 
ful British nobility, wh^re some years 
after the illustrious subject of this narra- 
tive was born. A war breaking out in a 
few years, between the Emperor and the 
Bohemians, the Elector Palatine was 
chosen King of Bohemia ; but he was no 
sooner invested with the Crown than the 
Emperor directed all his forces against 
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the city of Prague, and not pnly drove 
the ill-fated Monarch from his throne, 
but forced his young Queen and her 
children to seek a precarious asylum in 
tlie Low Countries, where Prince Ru- 
pert, destined from infancy to a military 
life^ passed his earliest years in sicquir- 
ing a knowledge of warlike affairs. The 
embassies and mediation of his grand- 
father, James the First, for the restitu- 
tion of the Palatinate, being, by the ar«- 
tifiees of Grondemar, the Spanish Am- 
bassador^ rendered of no avail, Prince 
Rupei't, at thirteen years of age j marcb- 
ed under the command of the Prince 
of Orange to the siege of Rhineberg, 
where, even at that early age, he highly 
distingui^ed himself by his bravery, and 
upon various occasions proved himself 
such a proficient in the science of mili- 
tary tactics, that, at eighteen years of 
age he was deemed adequate to the 
command ci a regiment of horse in Ger- 
nmiiy^ wfaicb^ was accordingly bestowed 
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upon him. In the battle of Lemgow» 
he was taken prisoner by the Imperialists 
under the command of Count Hatziield, 
and remained upwards of three years in 
captivity, till by the mediation of his 
uncle, Charles the First, who had -re- 
cently ascended the throne of England, 
he was set at liberty ; and England being 
then in a state of civil discord, he came 
over from the Continent with his bro- 
thers, Chailes, Prince Palatine, and 
Prince Maurice, and offered his services 
in the reduction of the commotions 
which then agitated this country. In 
1 642 he was instituted a Knight of the 
Most Noble Order of the Garter, and, 
immediately afterwards entering into acr 
tive service, he was present in almost 
every battle fought during this memora^ 
ble period of anarchy and rebellion. He 
was shortly afterwards appcnnted a Gene- 
ral of Horse in the English service, in 
which station he gave ample proofs of 
his courage and military abilities, though 
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some authors aver that his valonr was 
marked by a degree of impetuosity, in 
some instances of fatal consequence to 
the interests of his royal uncle. He 
fought and routed the rebels near Wor- 
cester, under the command of Colonel 
Sands. In the memorable battle of 
Edge-hill, he fought \vith distinguished 
bravery; the victory however still re- 
mained uncertain, both sides, as it ap* 
pears^ claiming and giving God thanks 
for that to which neither was entitled, 
although what appearance there was of 
victory certainly belonged to the King^ 
who kept the field, and made himself 
master of the plunder that remained. 
In this battle, fought Oct. 2S, 1642, in 
which Charles the Second, at the age of 
thirteen years, and his brother, after* 
wards James the Second^ at the age of 
ten years, personally served, it is said, 
that Oliver Cromwell, being quartered 
with his troop of horse in the neigh- 
bouring village of Kineton, purposely 
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staid away, till the engagement was over, 
pretending that he could not find the 
way into the field, although the dis- 
charge of the ordnance was heard to a 
distance of thirty miles round the coun- 
try. That he did not appear during the 
battle seems to be established beyond 
all doubt, for Dugdale reports that he 
got to the top of a neighbouring steeple, 
from whence he beheld the engagement} 
and that when the left wing of the Par- 
liament's army was furiously routed by 
Prince Rupert, he slipped down the bell- 
rope, and ran away with his troop! This 
heroic commander was also present at 
the seize jof Newark, the taking of Ciren- 
cester, Bristol, Litchfield, and Latham- 
house, and bore a prominent part in the 
sanguinary battles of Newberry and 
Marston-moon 

As a reward for his signal services, 
he was, in 1644, created Puke of Cum- 
berland, and Earl of Holdernesse, both 
English honours, and Generalissimo of 
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the King's forces both by sea and land. 
He afterwards attended King Charles 
into the north ; but Cromwell and Fair- 
fax, having in the mean time beleaguered 
Oxford, he returned thither, and taking 
Leicester by storm, they shortly raised 
the siege at Oxford ; and the two armies 
at length met at Naseby-field, in North- 
amptonshire, where the bloody battle so 
&tal to King Charles and his adjierents 
was desperately fought in June, 1645,* 
Prince Rupert was afterwards besieged 
in Bristol, but surrendering upon terms ' 
of capitulation, he joined King Charles 
at Oxford, who, despairing of relief, 
dq>arted for Scotland; and, Oxford 
being shortly delivered up to the Parlia- 
ment, the Prince crossed over to France, 



* Naseby-fieldy ever memorable in the aAnals of Eoglish 
history for this engagement, is also remarkable from the cir- 
cumstance of Oliver Cromfveirs having been privately in- 
terred there, as |t is said, according to his own request, upon 
Ms death m 1658. This spot is also famous for the rise of two 
rivers, the Avon and Welland, one falling into the western, 
the latter into the eastern sea. 
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off the coast of which his youngest 
brother^ Prince Maurice, had recently 
* perished in a violent storm at sea. 

Prince Rupert remained on the Con- 
tinent till the restoration of his cousin, 
Charles the Second, by whom he was 
again affectionately invited over to Eng- 
land, and in 1666 made a Privy Counsel- 
lor, and Admiral of the fleet against the 
Dutch, in concert with General Monk, 
ktely created Duke of Albemarle, whom 
he preserved from the imminent danger 
to which he was exposed, by having 
accidentally encountered the French 
with but a few of the English fleet under 
his command. As a farther reward for 
his many eminent services, he W£^s by 
King Charles the Second, remunerated 
with the gift of the Wardenship of 
Windsor Castle, and a grant of 40001. 
per annum for the support of his dig- 
nity, but which he did not live long to 
enjoy,} for after a life of singular mis- 
fortune, but untarnished glory, he died 
1 
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November 29, 1681, in the sixty-second 
year of his age.* 

The . portrait of this illustrious hero 
is placed amoi3gst a variety of others, 
viz. Mary Queen of Scots, a fine half 
length of Anna BuUen, the Lords Rich* 
ard and Robert Brooke, &c. in the first 
room of the suite, leading from the 
great hall. In the second apartment is 
a fine repi'esentation by Rubens, of Ig- 
natius Loyola^ founder and finally Ge- 
neral of the Order of the Jesuits. This 
painting is extremely beautiful, the coun- 
tenance is singular and strikingly ex- 
pressive : the history and conversion of 
this celebrated devotee being marked 
by a change somewhat extraordinary, I 
shall here relate the particulars. 

Ignatius Loyola, according to Bishop 
Hurd, was born in 1491, in the province 



♦ Prince Rupert iotroduced the art of engraving in mez- 
2otinto into England, having, as it is said, discovered it 
himself, from the accidental sight of a soldier cleaning a 
rusty gun. 
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of Guipuscoa, in Castile ; and received 
his education at the Court of their Most 
Catholic Majesties, Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella of Spain. In his early youth he 
discovered a martial disposition, and 
signalised himself at the siege of Pampe- 
luna, ^vhere he was dangerously wounded 
and taken prisoner by a detachment 
60m the French army. During his ill- 
ness and subsequent captivity from the 
chances of war, he accidentally met 
with some books of piety, the frequent 
study of which during his confinement 
gave birth to his first ideas of devoting 
himself to God for the remainder of his 
life. As soon as he had recovered from 
his wounds and obtained his release, he 
undertook a pilgrimage to the shrine of 
our Lady of Montferrat, in Catalonia ; 
where he solemnly dedicated himself to 
the Virgin, and took a resolution to 
travel upon a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
He arrived at that place in 1528, where 

VOL* II. G 



122 WARWICK CASTLE. 

he visited all the holy places, and per* 
formed the usual pious officer of a pil- 
grim ; and returning to 3pain, com- 
menced his religious career with the 
study of grammar at Barcelona. He 
afterwards went through a variety of 
courses in divinity and philosophy at 
Alcala; but associating himself with four 
other students of the same University, 
they adopted a peculiar sort of habit, 
composed of brown woollen cloth, and 
applied themselves with unusual severity 
to the same studies. His fame begin- 
ning to increase, the number of those 
who came to hear' his lectures in« 
creased also ; and this circumstance oc- 
casioning much jealousy and discon- 
tent amongst the Inquisitors of the 
city of Alcala, he was taken up and im- 
prisoned by order of the Grand Vicar, 
but shortly released under a strict in- 
junction to appear clothed as the other 
'.^students, rand to refrain from lecturing 
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upon religious subjects until he had 
completed the usual term of four years 
study in divinity. 

Disgusted with these restrictions he 
retired to Salamanca, where he con- 
tinued to declaim in public as well as 
in private upon moral subjects. At 
Salamanca he was again thrown into 
prison upon an information laid against 
him by the Dominicans^ and obtaining 
his release with much difficulty, he re- 
solved to leave his native country and 
go to Pftris, with a firm determination 
for the future to prosecute his studies 
in that city. Ignatius arrived at Paris 
in the month of February, 1528, but 
in such a state of extreme poverty, that 
his nece^ities compelled him to seek re- 
lief from the casual bounty of strangers; 
and the accidental aids which he re- 
ceived from the charitably disposed 
were the only means by which he was 
enisled to pursue his inteAtions. 

The fervency of his zeal drew him 

g2 
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into troubles here also ; for at Paris he 
was vehemently accused of attempting 
to over-turn the discipline of St. Bar- 
bara : but surmounting this difficulty, he 
formed a society of ten persons, who 
entered into a vow with him, of which 
the following are the heads: — ^^ To 
live in poverty, to renounce the good 
things of this life, and to devote them- 
selves to preaching the Gospel amongst 
the Infidels." In 1585, Ignatius falling 
sick from the severity of his practiee, 
by the advice of his physicians returned 
to Spain, to try the effects of his nativjs 
air ; from whence, upon the restoration 
of his health, he embarked for Venice^ 
the appointed rendezvous of his com* 
panions, where they at length all met 
in the habit of pilgrims, intending to 
travel towards Jerusalem in a body ; but 
a war having broke out between the 
Turks and the Venetians, they could 
not readily find opportunity of prose- 
cuting their design. Baffled in this 
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scheme^ Ignatius, accompanied by two 
of his brethren, departed for Rome, to 
offer their services to the Pope; and 
upon this journey Ignatius was favoured 
with a vision, in which the form of the 
Holy Jesus, bearing his Cross, was dis- 
covered to him, and from whose sacred 
hps, according to tradition, he received 
the following comfortable assurance — 
" I will be favourable to thee at Rome/' 
Animated by this divine intimation, Ig- 
natius persevered in the discharge of 
his religious duties according to the 
established obligations of his sect, and 
was speedily rejoined at Rome by the 
rest of his. companions, where they se- 
dulously exerted themselves in the pro- 
pagation of their doctrines ; and here 
Ignatius first formed the design of in- 
stituting a new order' of religious asso- 
ciation. After mature deliberation it 
was determined to add to the customary 
vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, 
a fourth, which bound them to travel 
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into all countries, Christian or infidel, 
whithersoever the Pope should deem it 
necessary to send them ; and in con- 
sequence of this additional vow, Xavier, 
one of the first coonpanions of tlie Order, 
embarked for the Indies^ Where he con- 
tinued a long time indefatigable in his 
religious labours. In 1540, Pope Paul 
the Third gave the society a Bull, 
denominating them " The Society of 
Jesus," with power to make new sta- 
tutes, as they should think requisite for 
the advancement of religion, and farther 
creating Ignatius Loyola General of the 
Order, which in a short time spread 
itself all over the world ; Ignatius send- 
ing his companions into all quarters of 
the globe, himself ^remaining stationary 
at Rome, as Governor of the whole 

society. 

He retained his post of General till 
his death, which happened July 13, 1555, 
leaving his Order in possession of twelve, 
extensivfe provinces, obtained under his 
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direction, and which have since accu* 
mulated to the incredible number of 
thirty-five provinces, two vice-provinces, 
thirty-three professed houses, 578 col- 
leges, forty-eight houses of probation, 
eighty-eight seminaries, 160 residences, 
106 missions, and in all 17,665 Jesuits, 
as appears by their catalogue printed at 
Rome, 1709. 

This digression is unavoidably some- 
what long, I will not therefore add to 
it by remark, but pass on to the fair 
Henrietta Maria, Queen of Charles the 
First,' whose portrait by Vandyck is 
placed in the room adjoining, and some 
account of whom may not be unaccept* 
able from the singular circumstances at- 
tending the courtship and marriage of 
this unfortunate pair. 

A treaty of marriage having been pro- 
posed between Henry Prince of Wales, 
eldest son of James the First, and the 
Spanish Infanta, daughter of Philip the 
Third, the match had been delayed 
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upon various pretences, till the Prince, 
at length died before its conclusion, at 
the early age of nineteen, poisoned, as 
was generally supposed, through the 
machinations of Carr, Viscount Roches- 
ter, afterwards Earl of Somerset, the 
favourite minion of his Father, against 
whom the Prince bad ever expressed his 
decided antipathy. James at this period, 
somewhat anxious for the S.panish al- 
liance, deputed his second son. Prince 
Charles, then by his brother's death 
become Prince of Wales, to succeed 
htm in his pretensions to the hand of 
the Spanish Princess. The policy of the 
Court of Madrid still however with- 
held the ratification of the treaty, till 
the young Prince provoked at the delay, 
and extrpmely desirous to behold hi« 
intended bride, resolved to urge them 
to some determination on the aflfair ; and 
stimulated by the wild schemes of his 
favourite companion the Marquis of 
Buckingham, he obtained the consent 
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of , James, Jind departed privately for 
Madrid, in the prosecution of a scheme 
suggested by the thoughtless Bucking- 
|;iam, and accompanied by that noble- 
man. Sir Richard Graham, and Endy* 
mion Porter, the latter of whom had 
formerly been resident some years at 
the Spanish Court* The Prince and bis 
companion Buckingham, disguised in 
vast wigs and false beards, passed a? 
brothers, and set out for Spa;in. under 
the familiar appellation of - Ja<:rk and 
Tom Smith. Upon this expedition they 
rested one day in Paris, which tjley 
passed in seeing every thjpg Wprth 
notice that their short abode ip-it Would 
permit ; and it happening to be a day 
upon which (as was the custom) the 
King of France dined in public, they 
seized the opportunity of crowding with 
other strangers into the gallery, to wit- 
ness the i^lendours of the Court, and 
to catch a view of the royal family at 
dinner J and here, peeping from under 

G 5 
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his immense periwig, and hustled 
amongst the promiscuous crowd assem- 
bled for the same purpose, Charles the 
First saw, and became enamoured of, 
the beautiful Henrietta Maria, daughter 
of Henry the Fourth, and sister of the 
reigning monarch. He quitted Paris 
however early on the following day, 
possibly little aware that this transient 
view had finally decided his fate, al- 
though it certainly rendered him less 
susceptible of the charntis of the Spanish 
Princess. 

The gay party reached Madrid with- 
out mterruptidn, and taking up their 
abode at the English Ambassador's, 
as soon as it was dark Buckingham ac* 
companied the Earl of Bristol, the Eng- 
lish Minister resident at Madrid, to 
Court, to announce in a private audience 
the unexpected arrival of the royal lover. 
The King somewhat astonished at this 
proceeding instantly summoned his 
Council, and, ^H^t due debate, sent his 
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minister, the Duke d*01ivarez, to con- 
gratulate him on his arrival ; and this 
ceremony duly performed, with abun- 
dance of civilities upon both sides, his 
Most Catholic Majesty followed speedily 
himself. 

In this interview such a profusion of 
protestations and compliments were la- 
vished upon the Prince for the gallantry 
of his undertaking, that, believing the 
match now as good as concluded, he 
strove to banish the fair Henrietta from 
his mind, and prepared for the comple- 
tion of bis engagements to the Spanish 
Infanta. 

On the morrow, as soon as he had 
recovered from the fatigue of his jour- 
ney, the Spanish monarch came in per- 
^son to conduct him^Jo Court, with as 
much splendour and pii^ade 9$ though it 
had been a coronation : the Prince 
riding through the streets upon a horse 
richty caparisoned on his Majesty's right 
'hand, and the Earl of Bristol, the Eng- 
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Ush Ambassador, as gorgeoasly mounted 
on his left ; the Queen and the Infanta, 
closely veiled, witnessing the procession 
from the windows of the palace. The 
Prince was next presented to the Queen, 
with a repetition of the ceremonies and 
compliments of the night before. He 
was placed between their Majesties upon 
a third royal seat ; and, when half an 
hour had been passed in convej^ation, 
the Queen, rising with grea^ majesty, 
put an end to the interview, and'attend- 
dies t0 th€ dpor <£ 
he ,King Hi -person 
a apartmitnt^f the 
I, and delivered him 
ds appointed to at- 
tend upon him. 

All this time the Prince vainly lan- 
guished for a sight of the Infanta j but 
he was not permitted this indulgence, it 
being contrary to the etiquette of the 
Spanish Court ; and although many 
weeks elapsed before it was deemed 



WARWICK CASTLE. J33 

allowable, he never once caught a 
glimpse of his intended bride, except 
upon one occasion, when he accidentally 
encountered her in some of the avenues 
of the palace, returning closely veiled 
with her Ladies from her prayers. For 
a time the royal lover submitted to this 
restraint ; but his patience being at 
length exhausted, he ventured to remon- 
strate against the formality which kept 
them such utter strangers to each other ; 
and, persevering in his demand of an 
interview with the Infanta, his request 
was at last acceded to, and he was per- 
mitted a ceremonious acquaintance with 
her upon state occasions, the Spanish 
and English Ambassadors being invaria- 
bly present at the conference, it being 
contrary to Spanish etiquette for the 
Prince to see her as a lover, until the 
Pope's dispensation arrived from Rome 
for that purpose. Weary of the conti- 
nual observance of such unmeaning cere- 
mony, and disgusted with some new sti- 
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pulatioDS proposed by the Pope, the pa- 
tience of the Prince became entirely 
worn out ; and the charms of the fair 
Henrietta recurring strongly to his re* 
coUectioQy he began to cool in his pur* 
suit of the Infanta, and willingly obeying 
the c<Mnmands of his father, he took a 
formal leave of the Spanish Coort^ and 
embarked at St. Andero for England 
without more delay. 

Upon this parting a pillar was erected 
upon the spot where the Prince took 
leave of the Spanish Monarch ; and pre- 
sents of great value were mutually ex- 
changed; and engagements entered into 
on both sides for the completion of the 
alliance, notwithstanding the secret re- 
solution of the Prince to break it off as 
soon as a proper opportunity presented 
itself. In the mean time the match, fi)r 
political reasons, appeared to be decided , 
upon, and the marriage ceremony was 
actually fixed for Dec. 9, 162S, although 
all the time it was secretly deterxnhied 

1 
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that it should never take place. Prepa- 
rations were all this vihile publicly 
making for the Infanta's journey to £ng« 
land ; her establishmeiit was settled by 
Parliament, her household arranged, and 
she bad been for some time employed in 
making herself mistress of the English 
language, when King James sent instruc- 
tions to his Ambassador to demand the 
restitution of the Palatinate, as a preli*- 
minary step to the completion of the 
marriage. The Spanish Court demurred 
awhile in their answer ; but the Earl of 
Bristol, being instructed to persist in this 
demand, was also directed to inform his 
Catholic Majesty, that unless this mea« 
sure was acceded to, the proposed al- 
liance with the Infanta could proceed no 
farther ; upon which, as had been fore- 
seen, the match was suddenly broken off, 
and the Ambassador recalled in high dis* 
pleasure. The Prince, rejoiced at his 
release from these unpleasant engage- 
ments, waited no longer than decency 
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required, ere he prevailed on King James 
to dispatch the Earl of Holland into 
France, to learn whether the fair object 
of his new passion was engaged. Lord 
Holland remained at Paris some time 
without even hinting the purport of his 
mission; but an explanation at length 
having taken place, Louis the Thirteenth 
gladly accepted the offer of an alliance 
with England for his sister ; and marriage 
articles between the Prince of Wales and 
the Princess Henrietta were finally agreed 
upon. The death of James shortly after 
interrupting the completion of this new 
alliance, the marriage was delayed till 
the year after, when the Duke of Buck- 
ingham being sent over to France, with a 
suitable equipment of the navy royal of 
England, to attend the illustrious bride^ 
she embarked at Boulogne, and landing 
at Dover in twenty-four hours, Charles 
met her there himself; and conducting 
her in great state to Canterbury, the 
marriage ceremony was performed the 
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evening of their arrival there> June 1 3, 
1625. 

The fate of this unhappy monarch is 
well known ; and during the commotions 
which distracted the latter part of his 
reign, the courageous Henrietta hazarded 
the greatest personal dangers, and es- 
caped over to France to demand assist- 
ance for her unfortunate husband, with 
which she soon returned, and landed at 
Scarborough, luckily missing a squadron 
of men of war sent by the Parliament 
to intercept her. The Queen, with 
abundance of arms, money, and ammu- 
nition, brought with her from France, 
marched undauntedly through the heart 
of the kingdom with her supplies ; and 
on June 22, 1643, entered Stratford- 
upon-Avon at the head of 3,000 foot and 
1 ,500 horse, followed by fifty-nine wag- 
gons laden with stores, and a suitable 
train of artillery, to join Prince Rupert^ 
and another body of troops under his 
command. — After sojourning at Strat- 
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ford some time, she marched from thence 
to the plains of Kyneton, to meet the 
King, and was actually, present in the 
camp of her royal consort during the 
bloody battle of Edge Hill. — Henrietta 
Maria was shortly afterwards proclaimed 
a traitoress by the Parliament; and at 
the earnest solicitation of her husband, 
whom she could scarcely be prevailed on 
to leave, for her own security, she went 
over to France^ where she suffered nu« 
merous hardships y and, after the King's, 
death, married, secondly. Lord St. AN 
baRs> who treated her most cruelly. Shes 
died Ang. 10^ 1669, twenty years after 
the merciless execution of King Charles., 
Amongst a diffused collection of paint- 
ingft, too numerous to describe, there is 
alao a striking portrait of Wortley Mon« 
tague, of eccentric memory ; a Duchess 
of Parma ; Mary Queen of Scots ; a 
Dutch boy at play ; an officer of the 
Dutch Guard ; the Ewl of Arundel ; 
Vandyke J Ruben's wife, painted by 
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himself; a Lady Abbess ; Queen Eliza-* 
beth, esteemed a striking lik^iess ; 
Charles the First on horsebstek \ with a 
variety of storms, shipwrecks, g^ii^Cf 
flower pieces, &c. &c. many of them the 
works of the best masters. These paint- 
ings, with some fine marble busts, are 
tastefully i^rranged in an extensive suite 
of state apartments, adorned with the 
most superb furniture^ consisting of a 
profusion of fine tessellated and mosaic 
marble tables, cabinets richtf inhad with 
a singular species of arabesque work in : 
brass and tortoise shell, Etruscan vases, 
and other rare and costly specimens o£ 
art, in addition to which are immerous ^ 
valuable relics of antiquity collected 
under the scientific research of the late 
Sir William Hamilton, the. maternal 
uncle of the present Earl of Warwick* 
In one of these rooms, wainscotted en- 
tirely with the finest cedar, is a pair of 
Vejietiata mirrors, of extraordinary di- 
mensions^ with a chandelier of exquisite 
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beaoty, which adding much to the effect 
of the illutninated vases, occasionally 
disposed on marble brackets about the 
apartment, and lighted, as we were in- 
formed, upon public occasions, must 
exhibit an appearance of singular bril- 
liancy. The state bed-chamber is hung 
with the celebrated suit of arras hang- 
ings, containing the history of Earl Guy, 
and his achievements, the possession of 
which was so warmly contested by some 
of the ancient bearers of this illustrious 
title. In this apartment, upon an an* 
tique bed raised under a canopy of em- 
bossed crimson velvet, several crowned 
beads have at various times reposed,. viz. 
Edward the Fourth, Queen Elizabeth, 
- Queen Ann, and in 1798 the Stadtholder 
and late Princess <rf Orange. It was also 
prepared for the reception of his Majesty, 
upon his intended visit to the Earl of 
Warwick in 1 805, for which many other 
costly preparations were also made^ seven 
royal beds having been erected in the 
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castle, in expectation of this distinguish- 
ed honour. Notwithstanding the incre- 
dible thickness of the walls, the archi* 
tectural dimensions of these apartments 
are so exact, that upon inspecting the 
key-hole of the first door, the eye dis- 
tinctly reaches through the others to the 
window of the last room in the suite ; 
the number of which, if I am correct in 
my recollection, is seven in length* 

Returning back from this splendid 
range, an arqhed passage cut through the 
.wall leads into the armoury, where a 
variety of implements of ancient warfare 
are most terrifically exhibited, amongst 
which we were shown the coat of mail in 
which Lord Robert Brooke was slain at 
the siege of Lichfield in 1 643, and which 
is still plentifully besprinkled with his 
blood. 

This tragicd event was marked by 
equally singular and awful circumstances; 
I shall therefore relate it upon historical 
authorityt During the civil wars of 

6 
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Charles the first the close of Lichfield 
sustained three several sieges; and the 
King having, in August, 1642, erected 
his standard at Nottingham, the inhabit- 
ants of Lichfield formed themselves into 
a troop of horse, under the influence of 
Sir Richard Dyott, the comknand of 
^which was given to his son, Richard 
Pyott, Esq. : and the close being a place 
of considerable strength, and fortified by 
many widls and bastions, was early in 
1643 garrisoned by the inhabitants, under 
the command of the Earl of Che«|terfield. 
Lord Robert Brooke lost his life in the 
attadc upon this place. The circum- 
stances are differently related^ but the 
following is believed to be the most 
authentic account of the affair :— Lord 
Brooke, naturally a man of very amiable 
disposition, had been so strongly tainted 
with the fanatic principles of the times, 
through the influence of a near relation, 
a zealous bigot against the established 
discipline of the church, that nothing 
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less than the entire extirpation of epis« 
copacy could appease his vengeance 
Bgainst it ; and marching at the head of 
his forces against the cathedral at Lich- 
field, he halted within half a mile of the 
town, and drawing up his army, he de- 
voutly prayed the blessing of Heaven on 
his intended work, earnestly desiring that 
the Almighty would vouchsafe them some 
especial token, in manifestation of his 
approbation of their design. This done, 
he marched forwards to the siege, and 
planting his ordnance against the south- 
east gate of the dose, he took his own 
station in a small house near the spot, to 
direct the gunners in their dreadful ope- 
rations. Being desirous of obtaining a 
m6re advantageous point of view than 
his station commanded, he crossed the 
street, and 'entering a passage through 
an oppOMte house, he made his way be- 
hind the houses to the place where the 
artillery was planted, from the windows 
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of a house near to which he gave his 
directions. 

Wliile he was engaged in this office, a 
sadden shout burst from the soldiery ; 
and Lord Brooke lifting up his beaver, 
to look for the occasion of it, was ob- 
served by Mr. Dyott, a gentleman known 
in Lichfield by the familiar appellation 
of " Dumb Dyott," one of the most 
ZjSalous partizans of the royal cause, sta- 
tioned amongst others on the battlements 
of the cathedral, who, levelling his piece 
at him, shot him directly through the 
bead, the ball entering at his eye, and 
killed him on the spot ! 

The body of Lord Brooke was the 
next day removed for interment in his 
iamily vault; and some time after the 
siege the circumstance was commemo- 
rated by the exact spot on which he 
died being marked out on the pavement 
by a lozenge, composed of small white 
stones, with a tablet affixed to the walls 
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of a house*adjoining9 bearing the follow- 
ing inscription, iii^hicfa is stt& rematfi- 
ing :— - 

« 

^' Mardi 2d, 1643, Lord Brooke, a 

General of the Parliament fi^rces, pre- 

paring to besiege the close of Lichfield, 

jthen garrisoned for King Charies tliie 

First, received his death wound on the 

spot beneath this inscripticMi, by a shot 

•in the forehead from Mr. Dyott, a gen-' 

'tieman who had placed himself on the 

battlements of the great steeple to annoy 

the besiegers.** * 

Moralizing upon this awful manifesta- 
tion of the displeasure of the Almighty, 
we were next shown the . armour of the 
gay and galhtnt Sir Philip Sidney^ in 
which he was unfortunately slain at the 
battle of Zutphen, Sept. 22, I586* Thia 
accomplished hero, the author of the 

• Vide Harwar4*t Htetory «f Iiitchile^ 
VOL, II, H 
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Arcadia, and some other works^ was tlie 
sbn of Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy 
of Ireland, and Elizabeth Dudley, 
daughter of John Earl of Warwick, 
afterwards Duke of Northumberland, 
and nephew to the Earl of Leicester,' the 
favourite of Queen Elizabeth. He was 
educated at Christ Church College, Ox- 
ford; and immediately after hiii leaving 
the University, departed on the grand 
tour. In 1572 he attended Lord Bur- 
leigh, the Queen's Secretary, and the 
Earl of Leicester, to Paris, whither they 
had been invited, with a most mischievous 
intention, to assist. at the celebration of 
the nuptials of Henry King of Navarre 
with the Princess Margaret, sister of the 
French King, Charles the Ninth : the 
Elector Palatine^ and the Queen Dowa- 
ger of Navarre, together with Admiral 
Coligni, and divers others, being also 
brought thither with the same horrid 
design ; and these noble personages, 
with the heads of the Protestant party 
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ffom England, being thus got together^ 
it was secretly intended that they should 
be all murdered in the dreadful noassacre 
of the Protestants which took place in. 
the night afler the marriage, being the 
festival of St. Bartholomew, Aug. 25^ 
1572, and historically denominated 
" Matins de Paris.*' This diabolical 
carnage was begun by the secret orders 
of the French King, at the instigation of 
his sanguinary mother, Catherine de 
Medicis, and was followed up by the 
general butchery of the Protestants of 
all ranks and denominations, throughout 
France, to the amount of 70,000. Lord 
Burleigh, with the Earl of Leicester and 
his nephew, against all of whom the 
Queen Mother of France entertained a 
mortal enmity, from their having op- 
posed the marriage of Queen Elizabeth 
with her youngest son, Francis Duke of 
Alen5on, fortunately escaped this bloody 
slaughter, by taking refuge in the house 
<rf Sir Francis Walsipgham, who, in his 

IT 2 
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quality of English Ambassador, reso« 
lutely afforded protection to all such as 
'fled to him in this dreadful coDsterna- 
^tion. Sir Philip Sidney afterwards mar- 
ried the only daughter of this gentle- 
man ; and at twenty-one years of. age 
was sent by Queen Elizabeth, as the 
most accomplished gentleman of his 
time, to compliment the Emperor Ro- 
dolphus the Second upon his accession 
to the Imperial throne. Returning from 
this embassy, he was next ordered to pay 
his court to Don John of Austria, then 
Viceroy of the Low Countries for the 
King of Spain, and universally allowed 
to be the proudest man of the age in 
: which he lived. Don John at first treated 
-Sidney as a mere boy, and showed him 
•but little respect, on account of his 
youth and presumed inexperience; but 
having oijce heard him discourse upon 
9ome political sutgect which he had occa-^ 
:»ion to treat upon, he was so much struck 
by the force of his arguments, and the 
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elegance of his manners, that he ever 
after aamitted him to his close^st inti« 
macy. In 1580 he \va$ put in nomina- 
tion for the crown of Poland, which be 
most undoubtedlj would have obtained^ 
bad not Queen Elizabeth, fearful of 
losing the brightest jewel of the British 
crown, secretly opposed his electionn 
and finally succeeded in her aim* 

After a series of high employments iQ 
1585, he projected a voyage to America^ 
in concert with Sir Francis D^ake ; but 
the Queen, accidentally discovering tbeit 
design, was ubwilling to ri^ tbo loss of 
a person of such worth, and con^peUed 
him to abandon the enterprise, and. iw 
turn to Court, upon which she appointed 
him Governor of Flushing, one of the 
townsL delivered up to her by the Dutch, 
and General of Horse under the com** 
mand of his uncle ^ the Earl of Leicester* 
Upon this service he attended Grave 
Maurice, son of the Prihce of Orange, 
i«Co the Low Countries ^ and^ entering 
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Flanders, took the fortress of Exel by 
surprise. 

He next made an attempt upon 
Gravelines, and in the battle of Zut- 
phen, in which he lost his life^ he dis* 
played the most undaunted courage* 
.During this engagement he had two 
horses killed under him, and was mount* 
ing a third upon the field of battle, when 
he was dangerously wounded by a mus- 
ket'Shd;, which shattered the bone of his 
thigh. " The horse he rode upon," says 
Lord Brooke, his affectionate panegy- 
list, ^^ was rather furiously choleric, than 
bravely proud, and so forced him to for« 
sake the field of battle ; but not his back, 
as the noblest and fittest bier to carry 
such a martial commander to his grave." 
In this wounded condition he rode back 
to the camp, a mile and a half, on horse^ 
back ; and in his progress passing by the 
Test of the army, and being faint with 
excess of bleeding, he called for drink, 
which was presently brought him ; but 
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as he Avas lifting the bottle to his mouth, 
he saw a poor soldier carried along, that 
had been wounded at the same time, who 
wishfully casting his eyes up at the 
bottle, the gallant, generous, heroic 
Sidney, regardless of his own sufferings, 
and compassionating the anguish of the 
wounded soldier^ took the bottle from 
his mouth before he had drank, and de- 
livered it to the other, saying, *' My 
friend, thy necessity U yet greater than 
mine \^ He was immediately conveyed 
to Amheim, where the principal sur- 
geons of the camp attended him for six* 
teen days, during which they were ia 
great hopes of his recovery ; but the 
fatal ball being extracted, and a mortifi*- 
cation ensuing, he prepared himself for 
death with the utmost fortitude, and 
expired on Oct. 16, 1586, in the thirty- 
second year of his age, and in the 
highest bloom of manly beauty.— -The 
States of Zealand petitioned Queen Eli* 
zabeth for the honour of burying this 
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illustrious hero ^ but the Queen, in high 
coBsideratioo of his merit and accom- 
plishments, added to har own particular 
ri^gard for him, declined their request, 
and gave orders that he should be buried 
at her own expense; upon which his 
body was brought . from Arnheim to 
Hushing, and having lain in state there 
for the space of eight days, it was, upon: 
the 1 st of November, put on board a 
vessel with all military honours, and 
idiortly after landed at the Tower Whar^ , 
from whence it was conveyed to the Mi^ 
Bories, where it again lay in state till the 
16th of February following, when his 
funeral was solemnized with great pomp 
fa St. FauPs Cathedral ; the Universities 
of Oxford "and Cambridge composing 
verses to. -his memory, and King Jaqaea 
of Scotland honouring it with a Latin 
qpitaph of his own royal composition. . 
Breathing a tributary sigh to the me-« 
mory of the gallant Sidn^, we next pro-* 
ceeded to an apartment adjoining the 
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armouty, d^eoirated iritb a strM>ge M^ 
sortment of savage fiitery, amoDgsIt 
^bich ate sotA6 curioas sp6eitti6tis of 
Otaheitatt habiliments, procured ki th^ 
Toyages mad^ by the late Captain V*!i- 
eouver, and presented by his brother ta 
the present Earl of W'arwkk. In thii 
range of apartments there is an elegai!i€. 
ebape}, in wbieh service is occ^ion^Iy 
performed by the domestic Chaplain of 
the family ; ai^ also a- spacious ditling^ 
yooni, ornamented with fine whole length 
paiWings of Frederic Prince of Wales iA 
his royal robes, and the late Prtncesi^ of 
Wales, with his present Majesty iwWs 
infancy : the single tHndow-ctittdW bf . 
this room, as we are informed, eotit^ins 
160 yards of drapeiy. These, With a 
handsome breakfest-rdotri, tentaining, 
amongst othei* valuable portrait^i an Jtt- 
teresting one of Mary Queen of Scof^, 
and James the First, and a well $ft\^tiged 
fibraxy, both overlooking the tivif, coftl- 
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pose the \vhoIe of the apartments to 
which strangers are usually admitted. 

The gardens^ which are very exten- 
sive^ are most tastefully laid oiut. TI^ 
spacious green-house^ or conservatory^ 
placed at the extremity of a fine lawn 
descending to the river, is an elegant 
modern erection of gothic design^ and 
is amply stored with a variety of valuable 
exotics, and a numerous collection of 
indigenous plants. In the centre of this 
building is placed the antique marble 
vase, so highly celebrated in the scien-^ 
tific world for its extraordinary magni- 
tude, And the simple beauty of its work- 
manship, and which is now nearly co- 
vered with the creeping plants that sur- 
round its base* It was originally found 
in three pieces ^ but two of the heads are 
^modem ; and an inscription,, of which 
the following is a copy, signifies that it 
was dug up in the Gardens of TivoU, a 
country residence of the Emperor Ha- 
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drian, at a short distance from Rome^ 
and ¥^as purchased by Sir William Ha- 
milton, from whom to his nephew Lord 
Warwick 

** Hoc pristiuae artis 
Romanaeqne ma^ificentisB mooumeiitiiiir 

Ruderibas Yillae TiburtinBe 
HadriaaoAug: in deliciis habite effiissuiii' 
Restitui coravit. 
Rqaet Golielmua Hamilton,. 
A Georgio 3«, Mag : Brit : regc 
Ad Sicil. Regem Ferdinandum 4 legatum ^ 

Et in patriam transmissum patrio 
Bonaram artlnm genio dicavit. 
An: Ac: X« cudcclxxit." 

At the extremity of an irregulat 
pathway on the banks of the river, lead* 
ing from the foot of the mount towards 
the mill^ is a* brass tablet fixed in the 
wall under the castle windows, bearing 
the following inscription : — 

" Joxta hanc ripam h cyaib4 subme rsns fiiit 
Goaltefos Bagot Jan^ 10»« A. I). 1800, Mi\ mm 22» 
Oh t crndelis Avon Stygift infelicior uodi 
Saaviloquos postnkc non tibi prosit olor! 
Mcrso namqae tuo violent! in gurgitc nato, 
H«ec Tcrba iiiscripsit flens et amans genitor." 
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This afiecting comtnefnoratioid of the 
fete of a beloved sod is, I believe, con*, 
sidered as a composition of much classic 
elegance. The melancholy occasion of 
its erection was as follows : — Lord 
Brooke^ the eldest son c^ the Earl of 
Warwick, having been chosen as steward 
of the county assembly, intended to be 
held at Warwick on the evening of Jan. 
10, 1800, a fashionable assemblage of 
visitors were invited to the eastle on this 
pleasurable occasion, and disposed of 
themi^elves during the morning in va- 
rious ways. In pursuiance of some' 
scheme of amusement, Mr. Bagot, son 
of the Hon. and Rev. W. Bagot, of 
Btitbefield, in Staffi>rdshire, accompa^ 
nied by a gentleman of the neighbour- 
hood, quitted the rest of the party, antl 
strolling accidentally into the gardenSi, 
took possession of a boat moored off the 
garden stairs, near the foot of the mount. 
The weather at this season of the year is 
generally unfevourahle for art aquatic 

6 
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excursion ; but at this period it wa» par- 
ticularly dat)gerou95 fi^p the river had 
ti^n to an amazing height^ by the heavy 
^mtli of the winter floods, oeca^oned by 
a continued fliil of rain for many daysi 
ami rushing over the milKdam with 
frightful impetuosity, exhibited a torrent 
of the most terrifying aspect. Mr. Bagot, 
unacquainted with the course of the 
stream, became aware, though too late, 
of the danger of their froMc ; and vainly 
endeavottred, as^ the boat was carried 
rapidly towards the mil?, to force it back 
to the place where they harf so inconsi^ 
derately embarked y but his e#brts were 
unavailing; for, although aided l^ tfee 
powerful exerti(His of hk companion, the 
boat was unable to withstand thfe torrent, 
iind repeatedly dashing against the milf- 
dam, and upsetting from the violence of 
the Shock, both the gentlemen were in* 
stantly buried in the stream. Mr. Berer- 
tbrd qtiickly rose again, and remained 
dKngmgf ti5*the toch tfll ea^stMtet cMtt 
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to hia relief; but Mr. Bagot never ! — 
Xbe body, owing to the tempestuous 
violence of the waters, was not found 
until the next morning, although the 
most unremitting exertions were conti«- 
nued for its recovery, during the re- 
mainder of the day and ensuing night- 
It is needless to add that no assembly 
took place. This distressing accident 
happened in the presence of the Countess 
of Warwick, who, standing at the draw* 
ing-room window which looked down 
upon the river, conversing with some of 
her visitors, had superadded to the 
horror of witnessing it the additional 
agony of believing, for some time, that 
the sufferer was her eldest son^ from the 
circumstance of Lord Brooke's fondness 
;for rowing, and his being accidentally 
missing at the moment of alarm ! The^ 
remains of Mr. Bagot lay in state the 
usual time at Warwick Castle,, from 
whence they were removed for interment 
to his family vault at Tachbrooke, near 
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Warwick ; and as we rested in the alcove 
near the spot where it happened, after 
listening to the account of this melan- 
choly catastrophe, the following lines 
occurred to my imagination :— 

Beoeath thii slope, where weeping^ willow* lave 
Their fleaLile branchea in thy classic wave,. 
Majestic Avon I Bagot met bift doom,. 
And fonod in tby cold breast an early tombb 
HI fated youth 1 in lifers gay thoughtless morn^ 
On pleasure's sportive pinion lightly borne, 
Flosh'd with the ardour of adveoOoos pride. 
In vaia he strove the reeling baric to guide ) 
Grasped with onskilfor hand the fateful oar,. 
And, hapless Tictim, sunk to rise no more! 
Oft on thy banks, where Nature's favorite child 
Sang midst hit native shades his " wood notes wHi,."^ 
Shall graceful youth and timid beapt}* stray, 
To mark with fearful eye thy waf ry way ; 
Oft pensive memory love to linger here, 
And feQoth hia ihftdow with a pitying tearA 



CHAPTER XXII. 



** Nor be uusung^ 
Th# ^6n6\y irhi'm ot chiefs by Wftmfck's natM 
Distinguish*!!. AiMl by deeds of fsir reMWD 
Gracing the nureMov'd fftle. 
To tby Um trantfnrired, O Greville ! last. . 
Late may U there rem^iD t 
With pronlse fair oa tiow-^^iAore fair Vrliat heart 
Parental eratves ?; — of lo«g trafismissiye Worth, 
Proud lA^arwlck*s name with growitfg fame to grace, 
And crown witk ladfing joy its castled &in t " 

Arthur, King of the Britons, who 
flourished about 516 A. D. dnd whose 
valour was so great that many yet be- 
lieve the accounts of it rather fabidous 
than real, having vanquished the Sdxons, 
and entirely drivem them out of his king- 
dom, after twelve successive battles, (in 
one of which, fought at Caerbadon in 
Berkshire, it is asserted that he killed no 
less than 440 of the enemy with his own 
hand,) and also conquered Norway, 
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Sweden, and the- principal part of 
France, was crowned at Paris ; and re- 
turning home in great splendour, he 
maintained his fame with such dignity 
and renown^ that a vast ^concourse of 
foreign princes, and other valiant knights^ 
flocke'^d to his Court, from all parts of the 
World, to bear witness to his triumphs, 
and to give evidence of their valour in 
the princely exercise of armil, and other 
deeds of chivalry usual in those ancient 
times* The King, unwilling to crate 
controversies amongst his nobte guests^ 
by seeming to give precedence : to ono 
more than another^ caused^ an iitainense 
round table to be erected in the great 
hall at Winchester, "wiiere he then held 
his CcHirt ^ at. which it was so contrived 
that no person doold take place of zx^. 
other ; «nd sel^^ttug a fitadernity of fiKir<< 
and*twenty, he elected it into ad oniei 
of knighthood, dignifying the kiaighta 
l^4Kmik be had chosen oomnanions witk 



\' 
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the title of '' Knights of King Arthur's^^ 
Round Table," himself to be their chief. 

These princely meetings were held at 
Winchester, to which place they an- 
nually resorted at Whitsuntide with suit- 
able pomp, ^ the great hall in Winchester 
Castle being the splendid scene of their 
carousals; where, according to report,, 
the . remains of the identical round table 
were extant in the time of Charles the 
Second. Into this society none were 
admitted but such as had given sufficient 
proofii of their prowess and dexterity in 
deeds of arms^ or were otherwise re-* 
nowned for their feats of valour or vir* 
tuous life. 

King Arthur,, some time after the foun* 
dation of this noble Order^^ being en* 
gaged for the welfiure of his kingdom in 
ibreign wars, left the government of his 
realm to Mordred his kinsman, brother 
to Prince Gwayr> by whom the town of 
Warwick, anciently called Caer-kon^ 
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and then Caer^umber^ bad been recently 
re-bu3t, and thence denominated Caev' 
Gwayr. After many si^al victories 
gained over the Saxons^ Scots, Norwe- 
glansy Romans, Saracens, and French^ 
the conqueror returned to Britain, laden: 
with costly spoils and honours^ the em- 
blems of hiB foreign triumphs, but found 
his kingdom and &mily in a state of 
anarchy and confusion, the traitorous 
Mordred having basely seduced hia 
Queen, and, usurping the sovereignty,, 
opposed the landing of the lawful Mo» 
narch. Arthur however eflfecting hi» 
ddiarkatton, Mordred fled to London, 
and being denied entrance there by the 
citizens who closed the gates upon him, 
he escaped into ComwaU, or, according 
to some authors, to Camlar, whither the 
King speedily followed : a battle ensued^ 
which in the end proved £ital to both, 
Mordred being slain by Arthur^s own 
hand, and the Monarch himself despe- 
rately wounded by his rebellious kins- 
man. After this engagement the body 
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of Arthur was conveyed to Glastonbury, 
and Interred there fay the side of his 
wife Gainever ; but an old tradition a£ 
firms, that after this battle Arthur was 
never seen alive or dead, which gave 
birth to the legendary tale of his being 
taken up to heaven, there to reoiaia 
fixed as a star amongst the constella^ 
tions^ until a certain number of yeara 
shall Have elaps^ed, when^ iccording ta. 
Merlin, he is destined to tesitscitate, and 
return to Caer^leon, there to restore the 
xiobie order of wbieh Jiie was fbuadery 
and revive the illtistrlou6:fraterniQr oi 
l^ brave compi^iions, Knights of Kmg 
Arthur's Round TaUe> of which origi* 
xmI miteber of twent^foun wds, Arthgal 
the \fir»t flar 1 of Warwick,, . ^^ beiiig n 
mftn of ^xtraoirdiniiry pf(0:Yretsi^ is ikw 
a^jHTOjpriately described to Bifitoioart by 
the Red Crods Kniglit ; 

<' Of aU that eyeralAj'U . [ . : 
A tilt or (oarney, or like ^vfirlike game, 
TJie *oi>)o ArOtegaU hath ^r^i Iroraetlie nome.^ 
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This celebrated hero assumed the 
image of-the Bear for his ensign, which 
from that period has continued the 
badge, or armorial bearing, of the house 
of Warwick. 

. During the government of the Anglo- 
Saxons, Earldoms of counties were not 
merely dignities of honour, but offices 
of justice, each person having the 
charge and custody of the county of 
which he was Earl, and for their assist- 
ance in the discharge of this duly, they 
had also deputies, or mcecomes as they 
-were denominated, appointed, which of- 
iice still continues to be executed by the 
Sherifis^ annually chosen for the different 
counties of England and Wales. The 
Earls J hi recompense for their travelling 
expenses, and other charges incidental 
to the affairs of this important office, had 
originally a salary, derived from the pro- 
• fits of the Third penny of the County ^"^ 

.« Third part of fin«s arlsiBg froA law-suits, tke Qthcr tm% 
goidg to the Rioc* 
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panted to them, and this custom con* 
tinned for a long time after the Conquest^ 
and was formerly inserted as a princely 
benevolence in their patents of creation. 
These salaries were at a later period 
changed into pensions, for the better 
support of their dignity, as appears 
by many of the ancient records. The 
word Earl, by the Saxons, was called 
Erlig or Ethling^ by the Germans, 
GravCj as Landgrave, Margrave, &c. 
and by the Dutch, Eork ; but upon the 
conquest of England by William Duke 
of Normandy, in 1066, and the subse- 
quent settlement of the Normans in this 
country, they were called Comes^ or 
Comites^ and for additional consequence 
in state afiairs, were usually denominated 
Comes lilustris; and this second estate 
of the Legislature being for their re* 
puted virtues and other heroic qualities 
also styled Princes^ or at least com* 
panions for Princes, their dignity and 
deportment ought, in all respects, to be 
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«qual to the pre-eminence of this dis- 
tinction. 

To Arthgnt sacceeded Moroidusy the 
second British Earl of Warwick, and he 
being, like his predecessor, a man of in- 
credible strength, slew a mighty giant 
who had encountered him, with a young 
tree furiously torn up by the roots, with 
the branches stripped from it, for his 
staff .{ upon which Morvidus and his sue- 
•cessors. Earls of Warwick, in commemo- 
ration of this event, bore a ragged staff 
of silver upon a sable shield, for their 
xognusance, which, added to. the Bear 
of Earl Arthgal, forms the ancient crest 
borne by thie Warwick family at the 
present day. 

From MerthuduSf the successor of 
Morvidus^ in the early part of whose 
days the church of All Saints is sup- 
posed to have stood upon the ground on 
which the castle is built, or at least 
within its walls, I shall pass to the Earls 
. of the Saxon race, the first of whom ytms 
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Rohandy a most daring M^arrior in the 
days of King Alfred and King Edward 
the Elder, which noble Thane possess- 
ing an only daughter, the ^^Jair Felibia" 
Mfho was heiress to all bis honours and 
estates, he married her to Guy^ son of 
Si ward. Baron of Wallingford, who, in 
right of his wife, and by favour of King 
Athelstan, afterwards became Earl of 
'Warwick. The memory of this unpa- 
ralleled champion has ever been aiid still 
continues so famous for his yalour, that 
he is considered to have been a man of 
most extraordinary stature, and if the 
appearance of his lance and other war- 
like accoutrements still preserved in 
Wai-wick Castle may be adduced in 
iKipport of the opinion, the supposition 
certainly ctirries with it an air of pro- 
Hbability. 

- The Welsh in admiration of his nu- 
merous achievements, still maintain that 
lie waft of British extraction ; but at this 
dintai^t period it is almotit nnposs^Ie to 
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ascertain his exact genealogy, nor is it 
perhaps necessary. I shall therefore 
content myself with narrating one of his 
marvellous exploits, which forms an in- 
teresting nursery legend, under the title 
of " Adventures of Guy Earl of War- 
wick," and which being still preserved 
upon authentic record may be implicitly 
believed. This extraordinary instance 
of valour took place in his memorable' 
combat with Colbrand the Danish Cham- 
pion, in the neighbourhood of Winches- 
ter, June 29, 926, which ended in the 
total extirpation of the Danes from the 
kingdom, and is described by Dugdale 
nearly as follows. 

In the third year of the reign of King 
Athelstan, son of Edward the Elder, and 
grandson of King Alfred, the Danes 
having again invaded England, from 
which they had been previously driven 
with great slaughter, returned in such 
numbers, and so cruelly ravaged thos^ 
parts of the kingdom through which they 
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passed, that there was scarcely a town 
or castle which they had not burnt or 
otherwise destroyed. The King kept 
bis court at Winchester, wKere he then 
abode^ consulting with his nobles in 
great dismay, on the best means to stop 
the progress of these freebooters, and 
prevent the total loss of his crown and 
kingdom. Apprized of the situation of 
the unfortunate Monarch, the Danish 
marauders bent their course towards 
Winchester, and arriving before the walls 
of the city, they dispatched a messengei: 
to King Athelstan, demanding that he 
should forthwith deliver up his crown to 
the Danish generals Aulqfe and Govelaph^ 
or submit to the humiliating conditions 
of holding his realms under their govern- 
ment» doing homage and fealty to the 
Danish Monarch in the person c^ his 
Generals, and also paying tribute ac« 
cording to their appointment — or lastly^ 
that this contest for the kingdom should 
be finally determined by force of arxns 
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in a single combat between two chains 
pious, the one to be diosen for the 
Danes^ and the other for the fingUsh, 
with this p^bpoflition, added also by 
Aulafe, ^^ That if in that combat King 
Athebtan's champion gained the vietwy, 
the Danish Generals forthwith to depart 
the land with their whole army ; but if 
otherwise, and the Danish champion 
Colbrand obtained it, that then^ and 
without farther dispute, die EnglisH 
realm should thenceforth and for ever** 
more belong entirely to the Dane&^ 

Of these harsh j^roposals King Athel^ 
Stan accepted the last, and though almost 
despairing of success, he called together 
aU his nobles, and oflfer^ the whole 
province of Hampshire, in which l^ey 
were then besieged, as a reward to him 
wlio should encounter and vanquish the 
hilllerto invincible Colbrand. And to the 
end that. Heaven should direct him in Uk 
endeavours to procure some one to under* 

12 



172 WARWICK CASTLE. 

take this decisive combat, he enjoined a 
solemn fast to be holden for the space of 
three days, during which, with earnest 
prayers and.abundant tears, the afflicted 
Monarch besought the -fevour of Al- 
in^ghty God. But in their choice of a 
champion, the distressed King and his 
Court continued much perplexed, inas- 
much as Sir Herand of Ardenne, one of 
the most hardy and courageous Knights 
of the English nation, was then beyond 
the seas, searching after Reynburn, the 
only son and heir of his master the va- 
lorous Earl Guy, who had been wickedly 
4Stolen away in his infancy, during his 
father's absence, from his grandfather's 
castle at Warwick, by some merchants 
from a foreign country ; and also that 
Earl Rohand, the most valiant of a 
thousand, was then lately deceased, and 
that Earl Guy, his son-in-law, had, 
shortly after his marriage with the ".fair 
Felicia,*' and whilst her father was yet 
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living) departed upon a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, from whence he was not 
yet returhedt 

But it so fell out that God, moved by 
the prayers and intercessions of the 
sorrowful English, sent a good angel to 
comfort the King, as he lay moaniq^ 
upon his bed in the night of the Nativity 
of St. John the Baptist, directing him 
that he should arise early on the morrow, ^ 
and «wlth two bishops in his company 
repair to the top of the north gate of the 
city, and abiding there till the hour of 
Prime, he should descry divers poor per* 
sons and pilgrims entering at the gate, 
^among whom he should discover a tall 
personable man, clad in a pilgrim's habit, 
and barefooted, with his head uncovered, 
but crowned with a chaplet of white 
roses, and that immediately upon espy* 
ing him, he should hasten down with the 
bishops and entreat him, for the love of * 
Jesus Christ, the devotion of his pilgri- 
mage, and the presarvatibn of all Eng- 

1 
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laody to undertake the appointed com- 
bat, for that he should certainly vanquish 
the mighty Colbrand, the giant, and 
deliver the Sovereign and his realms 
from the horrors of Danish slavery ! 

Upon this alleviating notification of 
the Almighty's interposition, King AtheU 
Stan quickly rose from his bed, and 
sending for the Archbishop of Canter* 
bury and the Lord Bishop of Chichester, 
he imparted this comforting vision to 
them both, and hastening betimes in the 
morning, with fervent zeal, to the great 
cathedral, they there solemnly celebrated 
high mass, and then betook themselves 
to the gate particularly pointed out by 
the protecting hand of God. About this 
time it happened that the renowned Earl 
Guy, returning from his devout pilgri- 
mage to the Holy Land, as before spe« 
cified, landed at Portsmouth, and being 
there informed of Earl Rohand his noble 
fitther4nJaw's decease, with Sir Herand 
of Ardenne's 'absence, and the melan- 
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choly occasion thereof, together with the 
great distress of King Athelstan and his 
Nobles, he put forward to Winchester 
with all possible speed. It was late in 
the night when he arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of the court, and coming in the 
dark to an hospital at a little distance 
without the northern gate of the city,* 
he rested there all night, and in the 
morning went, with divers other poor 
persons, towards the city gates, at which 
p}ace the King and his Bishops were 
already waiting for the appointed pur-, 
pose. The King, anxiously watchiqg for 
the appearance of the promised com- 
fi>rter, no sooner descried a pilgrim 
neatly clad in a white short-sleeved habit^ 
girt tightly about his waist, and reaching 
to the mid-leg, with a chaplet of white 
roses upon his brow, and a large stafi* in 

. • Tbe Hospital of St. Croix, at Wincheeter, was in llSt 
erected upon tliit spot for the relief of travellers^ and tho 
benevolent intention of the institotion is still religionslj 
complied with ^ for at t^ present day, any person claiming 
relief there may immediately obtain it. 
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his band, bis beard grown to an amazing 
length, but his countenance looking wan, 
and his feet sorely macerated by reason 
of his journeying barefoot, than hie in- 
stantly concluded him to be the pilgrim 
shown by the pitying angel in his vision, 
and being full of joy, he hastily com- 
municated the glad tidings to those 
about him. The Palmer, for so he wa^ 
properly called,* perceiving the King 
and his Bishops above, put his chaplet 
.off his head, and, reverently saluting 
them, entered the gate; upon which the 
King, and his attendants quickly hastened 
down, and laying hold of his coat, 
tendered him entertainment, and ex- 
pressed an earnest desire to hear of 



* **'Lesquels ont appelloit croisez lorsqu'tls enfrepre- 
noient le voyage d*autant que par leurs Evesques ou Cures 
lis 3e faisoient coudre line Croix tCHierusaltm de d rap-rouge 
Bar lenrs manteaux et prenoient le bnrdoo : — Au retour ils 
eloient appellez Palmicrs d^autant que retOurnans d'outrenier 
ils apportoieot dcs Palmes, en sigae d'avoir combattu les In- 
fidelles comme ils Tavoieut vove."— Fiiii It* AniiquiU's dt la 
niU de Paris. 
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news from the Holy Land. The Palmer 
returning thanks for this high honour^ 
speedily answered the King, that the 
hour for him to take up his lodging for 
repose wisis not yet come, for that he 
purposed first to visit the churches of- 
the city, and there offer up his prayers 
with thanks to God for his safe return,- 
but afterwards to seek some food, and 
then to depart quickly upoh his journey, 
to perform such penanc^e as had been 
strictly enjoined for his sins. Where* 
upon the King shortly replied, 

** The reason we have here staid has^^ 
been only to wait your coming,^ for it is 
the will of Almighty God that you must 
here encounter with that wicked Safacen, 
Colbrand the giant, for the safety of u» 
and all the English nation, and our de- 
liverance from the hateful yoke of Danish 
slavery; for Olaus, King of Denmark, 
and Golavus, King of Norway, have 
besieged us in this cfty almost twelve 
months, and we have now concluded a 

F 5 
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traee^ upon condition only, that we can 
find a man to undertake the combat with 
Cblbrand their champion, and in case 
our champion shall overcome theirs, 
they are forthwith to depart the land 
without doing farther injury to us or to 
our realms, and never to disturb us any 
more ; therefore we do entreat of you, 
for the love of Christ our Saviour, and 
for the pardon of all your sins, that you 
will immediately undeitake this mighty 
combat against that cursed Pagan, for 
the cause <^ God's church, and th0 
honour <^tbe Christiaii religion/' 

To which the Palmer sorrowfully auw 
jswered — ^^ Oh ! my Xx>rd the King, you 
Slay easily see that I am not in a condi- 
tion to take upon me this arduous fights 
being feeblt and weakened with daily 
travel. Alas ! where are - all your ttont 
knights and hardy soldiers, who had 
wont to be in great esteem with you in 
times past ?'' 

^« Aht*' quoth the King, « some of 
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them are dead, and some of them are 
gone to the Holy Land, and not yet re- 
turned ; I had one valiant Knigbi:, Sir 
Guy, Earl of Warwick, and he too had 
a most courageous servant called Sir 
Herand of Ardenne: would to God I 
had him here ! for then should this duel 
be speedily decided, and this disastrous 
war entirely put an end to." 

And as he spake these words the tears 
fell in torrents from his eyes, whereat the 
Palmer being much moved became ex-^ 
ceeding sorrowful, and beseeching the 
King to forbear farther grieving, he as. 
sured him, " for the love of Christ Jesus, 
and the Blessed Virgin his mother, as 
also for the honour of God's Holy 
Church, and the sinful souls of Earl 
Guy and Sir Herand his companion, he 
would in the fear of God undertake this 
mighty combat/'^ Whereupon the King 
delighted thereat brought him forthwith 
into the city, and made towards the 
church with ringing of bells and much 
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joy, where Te Deuxn was immediately 
begun with cheerful voices ; and the 
Palmer being speedily entertained with 
meat and drink for three days, they 
cheered him up with the best sort of 
refreshments, bathing and putting fresh 
apparel upon him, against the time ap- 
pointed for the duel. 

When the day fixed for the meeting 
arrived, the Palmer rose up early in the 
morning, and betaking himself to the 
great church solemnized three masses 
by way of preparation for the combat j 
the first for the Holy Ghost, the second 
for the Holy Trinity, and the third for 
the Holy Cross, all of which being 

• 

ended, he forthwith armed himself with , 
the King's best armour, and girding the 
sword of Constantine the Great about 
his middle, be took the mighty lance qf 
St. Maurice in his hand, and mounting 
-upon King Athdstan's own courser, he 
was esteemed by all who beheld him, as 
the most proper knight that England 
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had ever seen. From thehce he rode 
through the midst of the city, attended 
by the prayers and blessings of the 
King, and all the multitude that [fol- 
lowed him, until he came to the place 
appointed for the combat, which was in 
a valley called Chiltecumbe, without the 
gates of the city ; where Colbrand the 
Dane, waiting the arrival of the English 
champion, pranced backwards and for* 
wards so heavily accoutred, that his 
horse could scarcely carry him ; ever 
and anon reining him up, and looking 
scornfully over the walls in derision of 
his antagonist. Presently after him came 
a cart laden with Danish axes, great 
clubs knotted with heavy knobs of 
iron, square bara of steel, and iron 
books of terrific magnitude, to draw his 
adversary towards him ; and as soon as 
he descried the Palmer riding gallantly 
put of the city gates, he forthwith called 
out loudly, and bade him dismount 
from his charger^ and cast hipself down 
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at his feet, in token of his submission 
to him. Whereupon the Palmer, violently 
angered thereat, armed him3elf with 
the sign of the cross, and commending 
himself to God, clapped spurs to his 
horse, and rushing upon the giant he 
pierced the shield of the taunting tyrant 
with such force, that in the very first 
encounter his own lance was broken to 
shivers, and the giant so enraged, that 
bearing fiercely up towards the Palmer, 
he smote his horse so vengefuUy that he 
struck off his head at a single blow t 
^The Palmer being thus dismounted 
nimbly arose, and, with great courage 
and amazing dexterity, directed his 
blowB towards the giant's helmet, but 
by reason of his monstrous height he 
could reach no higlier than his shoulder. 
Then Colbrand revengefully smote at 
the Palma* with a bar of steel i but the 
Palmer foreseeing his danger suddenly 
interposed his shield, and so success* 
fuHy warded off the blow, that laying 
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vigorously iipml the gtiant's target, his 
massy club, ixissed with kaotted iron, 
fyi to the ground, and Colbrand stoop- 
ing and stretching out hk arm to re- 
cover it, the Palmer aiming at his band 
with all his might, dexterously cut it 
off with his sword at one blow 1 Where- 
upon the Danes grew sorely dismayed, 
whilst on the other hand there was great 
shouting and rejoicing amongst the Eng- 
lish, who, with the King and his nobles, 
stationed upon the wallsi, anxiously 
awaited the issue of the ^igagement. 
Notwithstanding the agony of his dis- 
membered limb, Colbrand, by reason of. 
his amazing strength, held on the %bt 
till evening, when &int with toil and 
loss of blood, he became so much 
weakened, that suddenly sinking upon 
the ground, he swooned away; upon 
whidi the victorious Falom*, exerting 
all his remaining strength for one findl 
blow, cut off his head ! 
The glorious victory bein^ instantly 
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announced by the acclamations of the 
joyful English, thus delivered from all 
the horrors of bondage, the Danes fled 
away in great confusion ; and the valiant 
Palmer, hastening to give thanks to Al- 
mighty God, repaired forthwith to the - 
great cathedral, where he was most ho- 
nourably received in grand procession 
by the Bishops and Clergy, with King 
Athelstan at their head ; and there so- 
lemnly offered up the giant's weapons 
unto God and the patron of that 
church, upon the high altar of the-ca*. 
thedral, which an ancient author says 
were in his time still preserved in the 
vestry there, and distinguished by the 
name of Colbrand's axe. Thiis cere- 
mony done, he resumed his Palmer's 
habit, whereupon the King became very * 
importunate with him to discover his 
name and quality; but this he utterly 
refused to do to any one but himself^ 
and that only upon his Kingly oath 
never to reveal it to any other person^ 
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To which condition King Athelstan 
agreeing, they walked out alone, and 
taking a by-path which led to a certain 
cross out of the city, the Palmer, humbly 
bowing himself before the King, con- 
fessed that he was that Guy, Earl of 
Warwick; whose absence from England 
he had so bitterly deplored. Upon which 
the King joyfully embraced him, clasped 
him in his arms, and, tenderly kissing 
him, ofieredi him large sums of money, 
and new titles and honours, if he would 
abide with him in his court. But the 
valiant Earl with much gratitude re* 
fusing his request, utterly declined all 
reward, and besought the King neverr 
to disclose the secret he had confided to 
him, inasmuch as his resolution was 
made to cofttinue ever more in the 
lowly state of a pilgrim j and then part- 
ing with many tears on both sides, the 
King sorrowfully returned to his palace 
at Winchester; and the Earl, in his 
palmer's habit, bent his course towards 
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Warwick Castle, where his Countess, the 
" Fair Felicia," abode in great sorrow, 
grievously bewailing the loss of her 
only son, not yet recovered from the 
barbarians who had stolen him in his 
infancy ; and utterly ignorant of the 
fiite of her wedded lord, whom she still 
believed travelling on his pilgrimage in 
the Holy Land. 

Disguised in his pilgrim's habit, the 
Earl abode at Warwick entirely un« 
known to any one, and for three 
days succesrfuUy begged alms at the 
hands of his owii lady, as one of the 
thirteen poor pereons to whom she daily 
dealt relief, imploring them to pray for 
^e safety of him and her, and the 
wel&re x>f their sinful souls. Afler this, 
having first rendered her Bumble thanks 
for the charity thus vouchsafed him, he 
repaired unto a pious hermit who lived 
amongst the shady woods on the east- 
ward side of the town, and, desiring a 
conference with him, humbly entreated 
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the comfort of his spiritual advice. 
With this holy man he remained until 
his death, which hj^pening shortly after, 
the pious Earl succeeded him in the 
possession of his cell; and continued 
the same religious course of life until 
he attained the seventieth year of his 
age, when, perceiving that his end was 
nigh approaching, he sent a trusty mes- 
senger to his lady, with the half of their 
wedding ring, broken before his de^ 
parture for die Holy Land; and dis^ 
covering the place of his retreat, he 
l^yed her to take care of his burial, and 
informing her that when she came she 
should find his soul already departed, 
and his body lying dead before the altar 
in the chapel of his cell ; and moire- 
over, that within fifteen days after his 
decease she should depart this transi- 
tory life. Upon which the sorrowfiil 
Countess bewailing her heavy loss, and 
ignorance of his nigh abode, repaired 
accordingly to his cell, taking with her 
6 



188 WARWICK CASTLE. 

the Bishop of the diocese, and divers^ 
others of the Clergy j and finding his 
body lying as he had foretold, she ho- 
nourably interred it in the chapel of 
that hermitage according to his own. de- 
sire ; * and was herself buried by his side, 
leaving the inheritance of her paternal 
honours, and the fair estate of Warwick 
Castle, to their only son Reynburn, who 
was at length restored to liis own inhe- 
ritance. 

Reynbum^ son of Earl Guy, and, in 
right of his mother, Earl of Warwick, 
having been as before stated stolen 
away in his infancy and carried into 
Russia, gave even in those early years 
ample testimony of illustrious lineage^ 
in numerous warlike feats which he 
performed in foreign parts* 



* The death of Earl Goy and his Goudtess happened in 
931^. ^ The hermitage, afterwards erected into a chantry, and 
since denominated *' Guy's Cliff," is now the seat of Bertie 
Greathead, Esq., and is situated in a fine grove of trees, a 
■iJt from Warwick, on the road leading to Coventry. 
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Upon his return to his native country 
and restoration to his family honours, < 
King Athelstan, out of the great love 
^hich he bore to his noble father^ pre- 
sented him with the hand of his only 
daughter, the beautiful Princess Leo- 
netta, in marriage; but the Earl some 
years afterwards journeying into other 
realms died beyond the seas, and was 
buried in an island near Venice, where 
a magnificent tomb was erected to his 
memory ; leaving for his successor, 
fVegeatj or Weythemund^ a youth of 
great skill and courage in martial ex- 
ploits, and other matters of a similar 
nature. . 

To Weytheraund succeeded JVolgeat^ 
next . Wigod^ and then Earl Alxoyne^ 
contemporary with King Edward the 
Confessor, Harold the Second, and Wil- 
liam the Conqueror. Alwyne left issue 
a sou, TwrcA///, Earl of Warwick, and 
some time proprietor of Warwick Castle \ 
l>ut being afterwards dispossessed of it, 
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in the partition of the kingdom amongst 
the Normans, he retired in disgust to 
the Forest of* Ardemie; and assuming 
the name of Ardenne^ firomi Hie wood- 
land parts he inhabited, the Earldom 
of Warwick passing through other hands 
was, towards the latter end of the reign 
of William the Conqueror, bestowed 
upon Henry de Novo-htrgo, or New- 
burgh^ one of the Norman Barons, so 
called from the Castle of Newburgh, in 
Normandy, the place of his birth j who, 
being the ^rst Earl of the Norman line^ 
was the twelfth Earl of that ancient 
title i and to whom, upon his advance- 
ment to that dignity, the possession of 
the Borough of Warwick was also 
granted, and endowed with a number 
of privileges, amongst which was that 
of . trial by the fire and water ordeals. 
This Earl was contemporary with Wil- 
liam Rufus and Henry the First ; and 
thb latter of these' monarchs having 
made die first park known in England 
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d Woodstock in II2S9 the Earl of 
Warwick, in princely imitation of hiar 
royal master, began the enclosure of 
Wedgnock Park, and also founded the 
Priory y a religious house of the Order 
of Canons Regular. He married Mar* 
garet, sister of Rotrode, Earl of Perch, 
by whom he had issue, Roger ^ after- 
wards Earl of Warwick j and, who, 
after his father's death, was in arms- 
with others of the principal nobility of 
the kingdom during the commotions in 
1 1 39 ; occasioned by the return of the 
Empress Maude, daughter of Henry the 
First, and wife of the Emperor of Ger- 
many, -to support her claim to the £ng^ 
lish Crown, then usurped by her cousin 
Stephen. Earl Roger departed this life; 
June 22, 1153, the same year in which 
Henry Plantagenet, son of the Empress 
Maude by her second husband Geofifry 
Plantagenet, Earl of Anjou, landed in 
England to assert his right to his here- 
ditary kingdom^ raijns^ detained firom 
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him by the usurper Stephen. ^ This 
young Prince, then only sixteen years 
of age, gave the fairest promise of one 
day doing honour to the crown he came 
to claim ; and landing in £ngland.with 
a numerous body of forces, great num- 
bers of the Barons immediately joined 
his standard ; and Gundred, Countess 
of Warwick, and widow of Earl Roger., 
heroically assuming the command of the 
castle, then strongly garrisoned by the 
troops of King Stephen, drove the 
soldiers from the fortress, and delivered 
it up to Prince Henry, in manifestation 
of her good wishes to his cause* 

Earl Roger was . succeeded by his in- 
fant son William^ who dying whilst a 
youth, fValeran his younger brother be- 
came Earl of Warwick ; and, married 
first Margaret, daughter of Humphry 
Bohum, Earl of Hereford, and secondly 
Alice dc Harcourt, widow of John de 
LimesL Earl Waleran left issue several, 
children, of whom Henry the eldest 
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isttceeeded biin in itiie ypossessioci of hui 
honouRi^ and his widow itfae CdiiQtett 
AU-e, in the ^ame year in wkkth lie 
died, pi^d a fine of lOOtA. ito the King, 
with an additional donceur of ten fair 
pal&ej» for his own use, for leaire tir 
.continne ^i widow as long as she. liked, 
and in order ithat ^e £ing i^ould not 
iCpmpel :her fto marry acoeMrding 'to his 
ii^lioice. But this condition was ncsver- 
ihelesB strongly en^ced, ^^ Ilhat die 
4ihoiild not marry without .i;he King's 
consent^ or choose a hu^and fbr her^ 
^If ' wKbout his qpedal permission being 
<8rst aiked and Obtained;" So careful 
were our ^oarlier monarchs of the noble 
-Uood of 4he patrk^aii ordeiis, taaA so 
tenacious^df the hdtlOffr 0f>1liei9tate« 

To Heary' raccettled ShamaSfiVMined 
to 'Ela, dati^ter of Wffltam Longspear^ 
Ba^l «f Salisbury) but this Sari dying 
^without issue, his Counteis, a.lidy of a 
pious ^and eontem^trm dispo^ltiony gave 
Mcgely to the Univerftity Of Oaifi>(d} «nd 

vol., II. K 
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amongst other charitable donation or* 
dained by her will, she caused a chebt to 
be made^' and* the sum of 120 marks to 
be deposited therein, for the use of poor 
scholars, who for the furtherance of their 
education at the said University, might 
at any time^ upon approved security^ 
borrow a certain sum ! from this chest 
without interest ; in consideration of 
which bequest, it was farther ordained 
that the. said University should annually 
celebrate a certaih number of masses in 
St. Mary's Cbuich at 0:^ford, for the 
repose of the noble souls of herself and 
her progenitors. This chest in the reign 
of Edward the Fourth was known in the 
University of Oxford under the denomi- 
nation of .the " Warwick Chest.** 

Margery i /sister and heiress of the last 
.two I Earls, wcceeded to the possession of 
their estates »nd honours. This illus- 
trious lady married first John Marescball, 
brother of ^ William Earl of Pembroke : 
but.be 'dyjbsg soon after their marriage. 
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King Henry the Third issued an order 
utider his sign manual, directed to the 
Archbishop bf York, the Lord Bishop of 
Carlisle, and William de Cantilupe, re* 
quiring them to demand from the said 
Margery Countess of Warwick good se- 
curity that she should not intermarry 
with any man, without the King's espe- 
cial license and authority for that pur- 
pose first obtained, and empowering 
them to propose by the King's own order 
for a marriage to take place between the 
said Countess Margery and one John de 
Plessets, one of the King's attendants, 
and then high in his royal favour : and 
so greatly did the Monarch desire . the 
completion of this match, that being at 
Bourdeaux the Christmas billowing, 
while it was yet undecided, he issued a 
charter to the said John de Plessets, 
whereby he granted the said Countess of 
Warwick to him in marriage, provided 
he could obtain her good will for that 
purpose ; and if not, that then he should 

k2 
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have the fine due from her to the King 
upon her refusal, as was the custom in 
those days, when the heirs of noble fa- 
milies matched themselves without the 
King's consent, to the great dishonour 
-of themselves, and the disparagement of 
bis kingly pbwer ; and also that the said 
Countess Margery, sister and heiress to 
the last two Earls of Warwick, being one 
of the most noble ladies of the realm, 
and possessed of a castle of extraordi- 
nary strength, situated towards the 
marshes^ it would be most perilous to 
the interests of the Sovereign and his 
kingdoms, should the said Countess in- 
tetmarfy with any person in whose fide- 
lity the King had not the most perfect 
coni&dtoce and security; and on this 
^account, farther directing the said Arch- 
bishop of York, the Lord Bishop of Cdr- 
lide, and the said William de Cantilupe, 
to demand the castle at Warwick as a 
. {rfedge from the said Countess that shjb 
would 'Oot marry any man without tine 
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King's royal permission ; so that in case 
9he should be daring enough to act in 
defiancQ of bis will and pleasure, the said 
castle, and the estates thereto belong* 
kig, should be forfeited to KiQg Henry 
9iid his heirs, for even 

Upon this singular requisition the 
Boble heiress gave the security demands 
#d. ; and afterwards, as it seemed, cotir 
'formed herself to the wishes of the Bom 
vereign ; for it appears upon record, thai 
in the twenty-seventh year of King 
Henry's reign she gave her himd to this 
formidable John de Plessets, in whose 
behalf the King was so deeply inte* 
rested, and who wa^ so well pleased with 
th^ completion of the match, that h^ 
rewarded the bride with a present of 
three &t bucks out of his park at Wji^ 
vering, md presented John de Plessets^ 
upon his attending him into France, with 
one of his finest horses, as an especial 
mark of royal favour. From the extra- 
ordinary^ pains taken for the wooing and 
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winning of the Countess Margery, and 
her delay in consenting to the marriage, 
much suspicion arose, that being the 
heiress of such vast possessions she 
might have been prevailed on to contract 
herself privately to some other person ; 
and the King, fearful of this being the 
case, determined to make sure of thd 
estate ; and to this end he demanded a 
bond from faer^ with a deed also accom- 
panying it, whereby she bound herself that 
if it could be justly proved that she had 
so contracted herself in marriage to any 
other man, contrary to the King's plea- 
sure, that' iall her possessions of every 
denomination should be forfeited, as a 
penalty for her disobedience to his coni- 
mands. A son, the only issue of this 
marriage, dying whilst an infant, the 
Countess Margery was succeeded by 
fViiliam Mauduit^ son of her aunt Alice, 
and grandson of Earl Waleran. 
• Some time after his succession to th^se 
maternal honours, an insurrection broke 
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out in Wales, against which a numerous 
body of troops were dispatched ; but the' 
Barons, dissatisfied with the form qf go- 
vernment at home, treasonably collected 
all their forces together, and in 1254 
forced the King to abandon his . expedir 
tion against Wales, and march towards 
Northampton, from whence he dispatch- 
ed the Earl of Warwick home to his 
castle, to guard the interior of the king* 
dom, Warwick being a post of vast im- 
portance from its central situation, and 
in the neighbourhood of which the dis- 
affected Barons were powerfully assem- 
bled, and already in possession of Kenil- 
worth Castle* In the general panic into 
which this double rebellion had thrown 
the kingdom, tlie diligence of the garrison 
placed at Warwick, instead of being in- 
creased, was unfortunately relaxed j and a 
body of the rebel troops marching from 
Kenil worth under the command of Sir John 
Gifiard, Governor of that fortress, they 
surprised the castle in the dead of night, 



200 WARWICK CASTLE. 

and entering it by treachery^ slew num- 
bers of the soldiers, and carried the Bart 
and his Countess away prisoners to KeniK 
worth. They shortly after returned, and 
again attacking the castle, threw down 
most of the walls except the tower, 
which fortunately escaped their deso- 
lating fury. The unfortunate Earl and 
his consort were released upon paying a 
ransom of 1 900 marks ; but the Earl, 
worn out with sorrow, died of a broken 
heart ; and his body being buried at 
Westminster, his heart was, according 
to his own desire, deposited in the mo^^ 
nastery of nuns at Catesby, in North- 
amptonshire. Leaving no issue, he was 
succeeded by William Beauchamp, son 
of Isabel, his sister } and he also shortly 
deceasing, the estate and honours de- 
volved upon Guy^ his son and heir, so 
named in honourable remembrance of 
Earl Guy of the Saxon race. This noble 
Peer, upon Easter Day, 1296, was 
knighted by King Edward the First, to 
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whom he was a true and valiant servant ; 
and that monarch some yeai*s after lying 
on his death-bed at Burgh on the Sands, 
in Cumberland, and being grievously^ 
troubled in mind respecting his approach* 
ing dissolution, called divers of his no- 
bility about him, and amongst the rest 
Earl Guy, and besought them to be 
carefid of the wel&re of his kingdom, 
and to be good unto his son, afterwards 
Bdward the Second, when he should 
succeed him in his crown, and upon no 
account whatever to suffer his fiivourite 
Pierce Gaveston, a ypung Gascon 
knight, whom the King had lately ba- 
nished, ever to return into England 
again. 

Upon the young Prince himself, the 
dying monarch bestowed- numerous ad- 
monitions respecting his conduct when 
he came to the crown, and strictly com- 
manding him to send his heart into the 
Holy Land, along with the seven score 
knights and S2,000 soldiers whom Ij^ 

%3 
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had previously appointed to that service, 
he ordered that he should carry his bones 
with him into Scotland, and never ta 
give them burial until he had entirely 
brought that country into subjection. 
Notwithstanding the positive injunctions 
of the dying King, Edward the Second 
no sooner ascended the throne than, 
utterly disregarding his father's advice, 
he gave orders for tiie immediate intern- 
ment of the royal corpse at Westminster •,* 
and severely punishing Walter de Lang- 
ton, Bishop of Litchfield and Coventry, 
who by reproving him for his vicious 
conduct, and complaining of Gaveston 
to the King in his life-time, as the abet- 
tor and encourager of his son's vices, 
had occasioned the banishment of his 
favourite, he seized upon his goods, and 
sent him prisoner to Wallingford. His 

« Uward the First died Jaly 7, 1307. He was buried at 
Wc&tminscer ; and his tomb being ezamioed by some anti- 
qvarians May 2, 1774, his corpse was found unconsnraed^ 
though buried 466 years. 
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next step was to recall Gavestop,^ whom 
he forthwith created Earl of Cornwall, 
.and eiidowed him with the Isle of Man. 
All this passed before his father's fune- 
ral; but that ceremony at length per- 
formed, the King went over to Boulogne, 
and married Isabella, daughter of Philip 
of France. . Shortly after his return, 
abandoning himself to all sorts of dissi- 
pation in the spciety of his favourite, the 
Queen complained to her father of the 
differences occasioned between them by 
Edward's blind attachment to him : and 
jthe Barons became so enraged. by the 
conduct of the King in permitting Corn- 
wall to trample upon their rights, and 
insult the native nobility by his arrogant 
assumption of superiority, that they^ 
unanimously demanded his banishment 
of the King, and threatened, if it was 
denied, to prevent his coronation. The 
King readily promised that all they dc;- 
sired should be granted in the next Par- 
liament) but after agreeing to thed^ 
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parttlre of his favourite, he still suffered 
him to remain, and even appointed him 
io carry the crown of St. Edward befiwe 
him at his coronation : shortly afterwards 
he married him to his niece, daughter of 
his sister Joanna, married to Gilbert 
Clare, Earl of Gloucester. Presuming 
on thi$ royal alliance, and completely iiN 
toxicated by his ascendancy over the 
King, Gaveston indulged himself anew 
in airs of arrogance towards the Barons^ 
and introducing every species of luxury 
at the Court of the effeminate Edward 
which he could deviM, entirdy alienated 
his afl^ctions from his Queen. The per* 
son of GaveBton was strikingly fine, his 
manners trere elegant; and perfectly 
master of those superficial arts which 
sometimes enchain the affections without 
commahdiog esteem, the King could not 
resolve to tear hioiself from the society 
of his fascinating ^linion, until the native 
nobility, indignant at seeing the counseh 
of his predecessor wholly neglected, asid 
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their ancient privileges timnpled down 
by a stranger^ formed themselves into a 
combination^ headed by the Earl of Lan« 
caster and the Queen Modier^ to reduce 
the power of this fi>rd^ upstart* At 
the reiterated demand of his nobles, Ed- 
ward at length banished him to Ireland, 
where he lived for a time rather with the 
state of a prince than the humility of an 
exUe ; but unable to exist without him, 
the weak Monarch speedily recalled him, 
and the Barons again flying to arms, the 
whole kingdom was suddenly convulsed « 
by a general rebdlion. In this state of 
afiairs the King gave faimsdif little trouble 
to quell the disturbances around him, and 
alarmed only&r Gaveston, thought little 
of his kingdom's sstfety, but anxious to 
seeore that of h» favourite, lie raibarked 
with him at Tjrnemouth, and saiting 
to ScarboPWgb, [^ced him as he be* 
lieve4 in security, and then hastened \jq 
Yoilc to present bunaelf \o tiie ftunons. 
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and avert their vengeance >from Gave- 
ston by his awn promises of amendment 

Provoked by his repeated breach of 
faith, and the pusillanimity of his con- 
duct, the haughty peers rejected his 
offers with disdain, and still resolute in 
the prosecution of their design, the Eark 
of Warwick and Pembx;oke, accompanied 
by some others, marched speedily from 
York, and vigorously besieged Scarbo- 
rough, where Gaveston, certain that the 
condition of the garrison would not per- 
mit him to retain it long, rather chose to 
capitulate than irritate his enemies still 
more by fruitless resistance. 

He stipulated that he should be per- 
mitted to remain as a prisoner in the 
hands of the Earl of Pembroke, which 
condition was agreed to, on bis. submit- 
ting without fiirther opposition; while 
the King learning hiafete, and extremely 
anxious that his life should be spared, 
endeavoured to effect some sort of ac<- 



WARWICK CASTLE. 207 

commoclation Yfith his captors, and pro- 
mised that if he might once more be 
piermitted to behold him safe, he would 
for the future resign himself solely to 
the direction of the native Barons. 

These repeated assurances of amend- 
ment from Edward, added to the youth 
and captivating manners of his accom- 
plished prisoner, so interested the hu- 
nmne feelings of the Earl of Pembroke, 
that he undertook, upon forfeiture of all 
that he possessed, to conduct Gaveston 
in safety to the desired conference, and 
afterwards tp restore him to the Barons 
for the punishment of his offences. The 
interview was reluctantly acceded to 
upon these conditions, and the time and 
.place for the redelivery of their prisoner 
being agreed upon, the Earl of Pembroke 
departed from Scarborough to convey 
Gaveston to Wallingford, at which place 
the King had appoint^ to take his fare- 
well of him. • The Barons in the interim, 
repenting their indulgence,, and fearful 

4 
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lest Gaveston should elude the Earl^s 
vigilance, and escape into Normandy, 
resolved to pursue them, and secretty 
following the Earl of Pembroke and his 
charge, they overtook them at Dodding'^ 
Ion, a border town in Oxfordshire, at 
which place there not being accommoda- 
tion for the whole party, the Earlleft 
Gaveston under a strong guard of his 
followers, whilst he went forward with 
his Countess to the next town to teek 
lodgings for the night.. The Earl of 
Warwick, with a troop of armed men, 
arriving about midnight, sOon wrested 
the prisoner from his guards, and spee- 
dily conveyed him under a strong escort 
to Warwick Castle, where the Earls of 
Lancaster, Hereford, and Arundel, with 
others of his most inveterate enemies, 
were assembled ; and in a general 
council of debate held immediately upon 
his arrfval, a summary mode of punish* 
ment was resolved upon, and a Welsh 
executioner^ celebrated for his dexterity, 
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sent for without delay. As soon as he 
arrived, the unhappy Graveston was car* 
ried to Blacklow Hill^ since called Gr^ 
veston'a Hill, in the neighbourhood of 
Wanrwick, where, anunigst the dark 
woods with which it is still covered^ 
the yottth&l Cornwall suffered the vei^* 
ance of his enemies, and without 
prayer or preparation was inhumanly 
bdieaded, in the |Nresenee of all the 
great men acting a part in this dreadful 
tragedy. 

After his execution the Friars Preach- 
ers tock care of his bcdy, and conveyed 
it to Oxford, from whence two years 
afterwards the King removed it to Lang- 
1^ in Hertfiicdsfaire, causing it to be 
honourably interred there in die church 
of the Friars Preachers, which he there 
founded to pray for the souls of the 
murdered Gaveston and his progenitors. 

The spot where Gaveston suffered this 
deserved but awfol punishment is about 
a mile and an half from Warwick, upon 
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the top of a hill on the left of the road 
beyond the turnpike leading from War- 
wick to Coventry, and crowned with a 
grove of dark firs, the appropriate em- 
blems of his melancholy fate ; and it is 
said, though with. little appearance of 
probability, that till within the last few 
years . the identical block upon which be 
^iffisred was still remaining. 

It appears that Gaveston had formerly 
much angered the Earl of Warwick ; for 
being himself of delicate habits, and a 
fair complexion, he had frequently ridi- 
culed the robust frame and swarthy skin 
of Earl Guy, sarcastically denominating 
him " The black dog of Ardenne!* with 
other taunting epithets, not easily to be 
forgiven by one of his lofty bearing : and 
what powerful sway our ancient Barons 
bore. in the administration of the govern- 
ment may in this instance be discerned ; 
for having insinuated to the people that 
all which they had done was for the ho- 
nour of God, and the benefit of the 



WARWICK CASTLE. 211 

state^ the King, however deeply he laid 
to heart the death of his l>eloved Gaves- 
tony dared not attempt to puuish a single 
actor in his murder, and was even so 
^lad to make his peace with them upon 
any terms, that within two years after he 
granted a pardon by particular name tQ 
every one of them, although to the Earl 
of Warwick as the principal, however he 
affected it^ he was never thoroughly re- 
conciled ; nor did the Earl himself long 
enjoy the felicities of this world, for he 
died shortly after, by poison as was sup- 
posed, at his seat at Warwick Castle, in 
the forty-fourth year of his age, leaving 
for his successor his eldest son, Thomas 
Beauckampj to whose heroic valour, as 
also to that of his brother John, fame 
has since borne ample testimony. 

From the time that Earl Thomas ar- 
rived at years of* raatturity he was never 
out of some high employment or other, 
of which the following is but a limited 
account : — In the fifth year of the reiga 



\ 



212 WARWICK CASTLE. 

Qf King Edward the Third he was ap*^ 
poiflted Governoc of the islands of 
Guernsey, Sark» and Alderney. In the 
seventh he attended t4ie. young Monarchy 
then only twenty-one years of age, into 
Scot^d^ at which time Robert de^Baiiol 
King of Scotland did homage to him for 
the kingdom o£ Scotland and the isles 
•^acmt I and in the ninth he had the 
cwtfidy of the Skotti^b Marches given 
tQi hinif i» change^ At this period the 
BobW £ad waa a liad>^b»r, but the Kii^ 
bewg desjcona that he should naarf y, and 
being also indebted tQ Roger Lord Mop-» 
timet in an imnieMe sum of money for 
hia services as Uteirtenant ^ Irdbrnd, he 
granted him the benefit of the £ar} of 
Warwick's mar riiige, upon which he soon 
afterwards married Katharine^ daughttt 
of the said Lord Mortimer* In the thir- 
teenth year of King Edward's reigm he 
attended iiim into France^ and com^^ 
manded the left wing of the army there 
drawn up to give battle to the French^ 
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in support of Edward's pretensions to 
the crowns of France, in * rigbt of his 
mother Isabel, daughter of Philip the 
Fair, and sister to the three last Kings df 
France, viz. Lewis Hutin, Philip the 
Tall, and Charles the Fair, who having 
separately and in full Parliament accused 
th6ir wives of adultery, di^d issue-less, 
upon which Edward advanced his claim 
to the crpwn, as tiie proper successor of 
his mother Isabel, the legitimate heiress 
to the throne ^ France ; but the French 
asserting that by the Salique Law no 
woman could inherit it, advanced Philip 
de Valms, although a degree farther off, 
fo the possession of the regal dignity ; 
whereupon Edward invaded Fmnce by 
way d Antwerp, «nd at the importunity 
of the Flemings, who consi^eMd him lis 
their lawful Sovereign, ypon Feb. 31, 
1840, assumed the tkle and arms of-KiAg 
«f England and fVance, qfuartering tlie 
: lions of England wi& the lilies of fVatme, 
^diog abo the motto ** Di^ et Mm 
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Droit'* In the fourteenth the Earl of 
Warwick was Admiral of the Fleet 
which conveyed the King into Flanders^ 
and in this passage they obtained a most 
signal victory at sea over the French 
fleet which lay near Helvoetsluys to ob- 
struct their landing. In this memorable 
naval victory, undoubtedly the greatest 
that England ever gained, and in ^hich 
King Edward was personally present 
during the battle, invigorating by his 
applause the exertions of the English, 
there were 30,000 of the enemy slain, 
after nine hours' bloody fighting, and 400 
of their finest vessels taken and burnt, or 
otherwise destroyed ! 

It is related upon historical authority, 
that in this engi^ement the French, ra- 
ther than endure the swords and arrows 
of the victorious English, leaped in des- 
peration by hundreds into the sea, and 
numbers perishing in this manner, their 
loss wte so immensfs that, fearful of the 
effect which this afflicting intelligence 
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might have upon the French King, none 
dared disclose it to him, till his know- 
ledge of it becoming indispensable, his 
jerter at length undertook the painful 
task, and broke the news to him by con- 
tinually exclaiming in his hearing-r- 
** Cowardly Englishmen ! Dastardly 
Englishmen ! Paint-heartled English- 
men ! " 

The King's curiosity being excited by 
the incessant repetition of these expres- 
sions, he inquired the meaning, and was 
answered by the jester — " Because they 
durst not leap out of their ships by hun- 
dreds into the sea, as our brave French- 
men did ! '' From this hint the unfor- 
tunate Monarch learnt his loss, but ab- 
staining from all expression of his griei^ 
he bewailed it in secret, while the victo- 
rious Edward, landing with all the glory 
obtained by this victory, marched at the 
head of an hundred thousand troops 
towards Tournay. Iq the same year the 
£ai?l of WiMTwick i^a^* appointed one of 
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the King's delegates at the treaty of 
jlrlM, at which meetiog a two yean* 
truce waseondudi&d upon. 

In the fifteenth he ^as present at the 
celebrated toumatnent held at :Lond»n 
^ King Edward in honour of the beau- 
tifiil Joanna, Countess of Salisbury, upon 
-which occadon the vulgar tradition is 
that the Order of the Garter was "flrfiit 
instituted, from the circumstance of this 
lady's garter fitUing off as she danced at 
^ Court bidl with the King, which Ed- 
ward taking up gallantly bound round 
Am own knee. Queen Philippa being 
nomewhat jealous, was deeply oflfended 
thereat, upon which, according to some 
«ithors, 1^ King delivered it to the^ihff 
.owner again,^ with the observation myw 
fimning ^he motto of 'the Order, via. 
^ Horn mt qwi fmt y petM?* However 
plausible tiMS tale may tppeonr, "^re is 
4tt -reality but littile rcMon to attiibote 
the institution to such <i.fbminine' origin, 
Ml'l^all-^Kpiaiii in its properplaee upon 
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die authority (^ the leunect Selden^ Dr. 
Heylin, and others, who have taken 
much pains to ascertain the fact. In the 
€axteenth he was selected to superintend 
a voyage-royal which King Edward . de- 
signed to France, and was also chosen' 
one of the commissioners to treat with 
his allies in Brahant and Flanders, and 
also to negotiate with Philip de Valois re- 
specting his title to the crown c^Frsinoe. 

In the same year he attended the ex- 
pedition into Brittany, and being at the 
siege of Nantes, he skirmished $o stoutly 
there, upon a sortie made by a detach- 
ment of the French army, that the 
enemy, though greatly isupmior in num« 
bers, was repulsed, and driven back 
into the citadel with considerable loss. 

In the seventeenth he mardied with 
Henry £^rl of hakcBster^ to take the 
command of the King^s forces in Scot* 
land ; but both being speedily recalled, 
they were sent to treat with the Pope in 
person, and empowered to conclude the 

VOL. n. L 
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treaty agreed upon between the English 
monarch and IHlilip de Valois. 

In the eighteenth he went to Avignon 
to confer ^ith the Pope touching King 
Edward's claim to the French crown^ 
and in the same year was constituted 
£ai4 Marshal of England* 

In July^ 1 346, he attended the Xing 
upon his expedition into France, and 
landing with bim at Caen in Normandy 
he manifested his valour to the utmost 
admiration by making the first onset ia 
person, attended only by one esquire juid 
six archers^ and the whole but indiffe- 
rently mounted. With this handful of 
men he encountered upwards of a hun- 
dred Normans, more than sixty of whom 
were left dead upon the spot, and the 
English being only eight in number, with 
their valiant leader at their head, having 
won the bridge, made way for the ariny 
to land, and marched into the town pell* 
mell amongst the enemy, crowned with 
victory, . and covered with blood and 
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dust! After carrying the trium^siof 
the English arms almost to the very gateT 
of Paris, he assisted Prince Edward jas^ 
one of the principal commanders to lead 
the vanguard of Ki6g Edward's army 
into the famous bsttle of Cressy, where 
the English name was immortalized by 
the glories c^this memorable day, Pre^ 
vions to the battle part of the English 
and Fireetch rarmies had been for spme 
time in sight of each other, and ^n en* 
gagemenjt was hourly expected, although 
the forces of the English were but little 
proportioned to those", of the French 
King, whose army amotinted to. upwards 
of 120,000 fighting men; the vanguard 
being led by the King of Bohemia and 
the Count d'AIenfon, King Philip him- 
self commanded the main body in per* 
son, and the Duke/of Savoy with a num? 
her of foreign princes having charge of 
the rear. Oj^osed to this immense body 
the English uumbered but SO^OOO. Not- 
witbbttmding their disparity. King Ed- 
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tvard^ unwilling to check the aixlour of 
fais troops, resolved to indulge them in 
their eagerness for the fight, and accord* 
ingly prepared for the engagement, 
which commenced about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, on Saturday (a day 
always considered as peculiarly fortunate 
by Edward), Aug. 36, 1346* The King 
of France, impelled by his resentment 
c^ Edward's pretMsions to his crown, 
and trusting to the evident superiority 
of his numbers, as anxiously urged on 
his &yrce$ to the ccmtest : but the 
Genoese bowmen, who to the number of 
15^000 were to oommence the attack, 
being wearied by a long march, prayed 
fbr rest b^foai^e the battle. 

Hie Coust d'Alen^ who led the 
vanguard, being informed of tb^ pe« 
titton, ifodti fbriously Maongst the ardi- 
tes, and^ bitterly reviling, them &kr 
odwardioe^ commanded ti^em to begm 
the attack without 4elay^ Their un^ 
wifling^Mss tMS $»ttiivt ktaesMd ^y a 



WARWICK CASTLE. 221 

I 

m 

hasty shower of rain» which, falling 
heavily upon their bow-strings, rendered 
them nearly useless ; while the English 
archers, having prudently kept theirs 
guarded from the wet, were favoured 
with a sudden gleam of sun-shine, and 
discharged such a tremendous shower 
of arrows upon, the face of the enemy, 
that, dazzled by the strong light, and 
confounded by the suddenness of the 
•ttAck, the Genoese ranks were thrown 
into confusion; and the young Frinccf 
of WaJesy who, though but in his sij> 
teenth year^ cpqimanded the advanced 
guard of the English, observing this 
circumstance, had presence of mind tQ 
take advantage of their disorder, and 
led his brave troops on with spirit to the 
charge. The English, with their youth* 
iul leader^ were speedily surrounded by 
the French under the command of the 
Count d'Alen^on; aqd the Earls of 
Warwick, Arundel, and .Northampton, 
perceiving his perilouis situation,, hast*" 



S2« WARWICK CASTLE. 

ened to assist the Prince, who, though 
hemmed in on all sides, was foremost 
in every* danger,' and wherever he ap- 
peared seemed ' to turn the fortune of 
the fight! 

These experienced veterans beheld 
with astonishment the daring valour of 
the heroic boy; but alarmed for his 
safety, and fearful of his being over^ 
powered by numbers, the French being 
in all quarters at least four to one, they 
sent to King Edward, who was posti^d 
at a distance, for a speedy reinforce- 
ment of troops from his body of re- 
aerve. The delighted Monarch, justly 
Worthy of such a son, viewing, the 
ibattle from a windmill placed on the 
summit of a neighbouring hill, and 
charmed with the intrepidity of the 
youthful hero, refused . to send him aid ; 
and commanding his forces to keep 
aloof, '^ Go,^' said he to the messenger ; 
^^ let my son gloriously conquer, or 
gloriously die ! If God Almighty per. 
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mit him to survive' it, the* honour; of 
*his day shall be entirely; his ownil\? 
^This magnanimoos ! answer being : re^ 
ported to the Prince of Wales seemed 
to lend him new courage, and returning 
undauntedly to the charge, the. Count 
d'Alen^oa was; speedily slaiif ;. and many 
others of their principal commanders 
being destroyed or taken prisoners, the 
French cavalry was completely routed^ 
and the fortune of the day being de* 
t^idedly for the English, the carnage was 
dreadful, and continued without inter- 
mission till night stopped its progress^ 
and the shades df darkness at last coii- 
eluded their sanguinary labours. 

In this memorable engagement the 
loss of the English was but triflings 
being only one Esquire, three Knights, 
and a few others of inferior rank, while 
that of the French was incredible, as 
appeared from the bodies of eleven great 
Princes being found dead upon the field 
of battle, viz» — the King of Bohemia^ 
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slain by Prince Edward's own hand, 
who^ taking the white plume from the 
jDQonarch's jewelled helmet, placed it 
upon his own in signal of victory ; (and 
in commemoration^ of this circumstance, 
the Bohemian plume and motto of 
^ Ich dien " has since been borne as 
the peculiar designation of the Prince 
of Wales,) King of Majorca, Dauphin 
de Yiennois, Count d'Alen^on, Duke of 
Lorraine, Duke de Bourbon, Duke of 
Flanders, Earls of Saucerre and d*Har>» 
court. Earls d^Aumeile and Nevera^ 
six German Princes, the Grand Prior of 
France, the Ardfbishop of Rouen, and 
of Barons, Knights and Esquires, a{v 
wards of 1 500, to which may be added 
nearly 30,000 of inferior degree ! 

The next year after this victory, Bang 
Edward, being resolved to secure an 
easy entrance into France, laid siege to 
Calais, then under the command of 
John de Vienne, and in this expedition 
the Earl of Warwick bore the com- 
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maud. The siege though Imgering 
was finally crowned with success^ al* 
though the Oovernox, a most expe- 
rienced commander, excluded all tb^ 
unnecessary inhabitants and iiseles/s 
jaottths from the city, to the number of 
1500, whom Edward not only per- 
mitted to pass through hi« armyp then 
lying befbre^ the gates, but generou&Iy 
rc^eved the famished wanderers with 
ioiod a9d other necessades^ and pre- 
«efitei;l them with two^nce each to 
carry theia on their way. The j^risoQ, 
beiAg at kst subdued by famme, sur- 
reodened to the EvglUh A^igust 4^ 
id479 afta* m obstinate si^ge of nearly 
twek^ monies; during which the iu- 
habilsants were reduced to the last e^* 
tr^mity <ef hun^r itnd dkutress. Edwards 

jesentful of t^ obstinate resistance of 
ibe htwe Cafoisiao^ respived to punish 
Hum by tbe execution of the princi^l 
inhabitaotP} «od iAs det^mjaatipn bmg 
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made known, six of their noblest Bur- 
gesses presented themselves to the King, 
bare-footed, bare-headed, and stripped 
to their shirts, with halters about their 
necks, and with the keys of the town 
and castle in their hand, in token of 
submission to his will ; hoping to satiate 
his. vengeance bv their deaths, and ob- 
tain his royal clemency for the rest of 
their miserable townsmen. Their liv^ 
were however spared at the earnest in- 
* tercession of Queen PhiUppa, who, being 
far advimce^ in her pregnancy, fett lit 
the feet of the angry monarch, after all 
the entreaties of his council had failed, 
and implored mercy for these wretched 
victims to the love of their bleeding 
country ^ Having with abundance of 
tears and much difficulty obtained their 
pardon, she clothed and fed them, and 
presenting them with six nobles each, 
ordered them to be conveyed in safety 

■ • • » 

through the army, and set at liberty to 
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go whithersoever they would. An act 
Justly worthy the consort of such a con^ 
queror! 

King Edward having instituted the 
Order of the Garter, his first chapter 
ivas holden at Windsor,. St. George's 
day, April 23, 1844^ upon which oc* 
casion- the gallant Earl of Warwick was 
elected a Knight Companicm, and was 
invested with the habit immediately 
after Ed^vard the Black Prince, and his 
cousin Henry, soti of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaster, afterwards H^nry 
the Fouvth, being the third knight, and 
the first subject below the blood royal, 
ever honoured with the insignia of this 
noUe order. The real origin of this 
fllustrious institutioaJs believed to have 
been as follows : — the story of its being 
founded in commemoration* of the Coun- 
tess of Salisbury losing her garter ata 
ball^ though much credited, being, ac- 
cording to* most writers, exceptcFolydore 
Virgil by whom the error was first pro- 
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mulgated 300 years aifter its foundation^ 
considered as fabulous. 

About the time that Edward jziedi* 
tated the invasion of France, in support 
of his maternal pretensions to thafc^ 
crown, he became desirous of makitig 
ihe, English Court the rendezvous of 
all SQch knights and cbiefi as might be 
ftund serviceable to him in his intended 
contest , in puisaance of which, some 
time bejfore his djestined expecfition, he . 
erected a Round Table at Windsor 
Castle^ in imitation of that of King Ar- 
thur's at Winchester, and caused hJs 
royal invitation to it to be spread li^ 
berally abroad. A vast concourse of 
Knights and foTeign Princes in conse- 
quence resorted to England, aiid were 
mimptuously entertained at Windsor 
with tilts and toumameats, and all the 
i»ual sports of chivahy of the tiaaes. 

At this period Philip de Y akns, being 
in actual possessaon of the Crown of 
France, determined to counteiact the 

4 
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intentions of his rival ; and to this end 
instituted a similar association in his 
own court, which, dfiawing away num- 
bers <^ King Edward's visitors &om 
Windsor, frustrated fi>r the present the 
designs of the English Monarch. Not- 
withstanding 1hi9 interruption to his 
schemes, Edward did not abandon his 
original intention } and Queen Philippa 
heing ultimately victorious in the expe^- 
dition undertaken by her against. Scot* 
land, whilst he was himself engaged i|i 
extending his conquests over Francei, 
he resolved upon a distiaction more 
particular and select ; and shortly a&er 
instituted the Order of the Garter^ in 
Jbonpurable commemoration^ as it is be- 
lieved by Selden, Du Cbesae, and others, 
of the &mous battle of Gressy; at 
which, fx wa^t of hismsual ^igfnet^.he 
had taken his embroidered garter fr4aap 
his knee, and sent as a ^gnal to one of 
liis commaadeycs dwiiitg the eiaigagement 



230 WARWICK CASTLE 

which terminated sa gloriously for ibe 
English name. 

With the insignia^ of this noble Orders 
consisting of a garter enamelled with 
gold and jewellery, to be worn below 
the left knee, and a collar with a jewels 
or badge, bearing the image of St. 
George, the tuteliary saint of England^ 
encountering the dragon, worn round 
the neck pendent from a blue ribbon 
embroidered with the motto of the 
Order, " Hani seit qui mal y ptme^^ 
upon all festival and state occasions, 
Kmg Edward personally rewarded tb€ 
most eminent of such knights as bad 
persevered in alliance with him^ and 
borne th« brunt of the battle in* his 
numerous engagements* 

This Order is justly esteemed the 
most honourable one ever instituted': 
the original number of twenty*six knights 
having been strictly adhered to except 
in a reeaat instance, the reigning So- 
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vereign of England being invariably the 
chief, and more foreign princes and 
illustrious potentates having been ad- 
mitted companions of it^ than of anj 
other frajtemity} as the following list, 
brought down to the year 1790, and 
since considerably increased by the 
splendid installation of 1 804,* will mui^ 
fest beyond all doubt : 

Eight Emperors of Germany, 
Five Kings of France,. 
Three Kings of Spain,. 
One King of Arragon, 
Seven Kings of Portugal^ 
One King of Poland, 
Two Kings of Sweden,. 
Six Kings of Denmark^ 
Two Kings of Naples,. 
. One King of Sicily and Jerusalem^ 
One King of Bohemia, 
Two Kings of Scotland,. 

• As alio that o£ tlie Evf^cror of Rustia^ Kiog of Praniay 



23S WARWICK CASTX& 

Five Prinees of Otaoge, 

Nineteen Kings of England (inclu* 
diflg his present Majesty,) €hie& of the 
Order^ and a long list of British nobility 
too voluminous for insertion. 

* 

Philip, King of France* dying in the 
iSth year of King Edward's reign, John 
his son, who succeeded him, gave the 
Dukedom of Aquitaine, which belonged 
to the crown of England, to the Dau* 
phin of Viennois; of which Edward 
receiving speedy intelligence was most 
angrily moved diereat; and sending 
hastily for the Prince of Wales, {or, as 
he was then styled, the Kack Prince, 
&om the circumstance of his wearing 
black armour, and the devices of the 
conquered King of Bohemia,) he for* 
mally assigned to him^ in tlie presence 
of his nobility, the Dukedom of Aqui- 
taine for his future possession, and 
sent him away into France to recover 
it froni the Dauphin, attended by the 
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Earl of Warwick and divers others of 
his nobility. 

In somewhat less than a year after 
this sojourn in the French dominions, 
the memorable battle of Poictiers took 
place, in which the King of France him- 
self, with his son^ and the King of 
Navarre, were taken prisoners. . On this 
glorious day, the intrepid vigour of th^ 
Earl of Warwick obtained for him la»t> 
ing renown; for in this battle itiBre^* 
corded he fought so k>ag and atoudy, 
that his hands were completely stripped 
of Ada dkin, by the incessant use cf hii 
sword and massy pole^ae^ the direfiil 
weapons of fats sfauig^ter ! In ^is bqw 
gagement the Earl took prisoner with 
his own hand William de Meluo, Arch- 
bishop of Sens, for whose ransom he 
received SOOQl., in those days an im« 
mense sum. In the thirty-first of King 
Edward, the Earl was again engaged in 
the French wars; and in the 1hirty*third^ 
he, in conjunction with Robert Earl of 
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^uiTolk^ waa appointed Maashal of the^ 
Host. ^ ♦ 

In the thirty-sixth he attended the 
JBlack Prince into hisDukedon^ of Aqui^- 
taine, as Lord High AdmiraLof the 
fleet vhich canried him over; and in the 
thirty*eighth, with many others oft the 
English nobility, he accompanied Peter 
de Ludignan, King of Cyprus, to the 
wars in the Holy Land ; and on the 
feast of All Saints^ November l, 1S65^ 
was present in the great battle fought 
on the plains of Ascalon, in Turkey ; 
where the Christians, or, as they were 
then denominated, soldiers of the cross, 
obtained a mott bloody victory over the 
Saracen Infidels. Shortly afterwards the 
Earl returned to his native landi bring- 
ing in his train a young Prince, son of 
the King of Lithunia, whom he caused 
to be christened with great magnificence 
in London ; himself standing god*fmther, 
f^nd, by his father's desire, causing him 
to be named after himself, Thomas 
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Beauekainp) a name unparalleled in the 
annals of English history I 
i He' soon after went upon: the Kihg^si 
service into France, and again to Calais 
with * the Earl of Salisbjary, upon other 
great occasions; and in the forty-third, 
year of King Edward*s reign, a parlia- 
ment being holden at London, in which 
the breach of. peace by the French was 
most ably discussed, the King sent^aa 
army into France under the command 
of his fourth son, John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Lancaster, assisted by Humphry de 
Bohun, Earl of Hereford, and other 
lords of renown, which being got over 
sea, encamped near Calais, then in 
possession of the English, and towards 
which the French forces speedily ad- 
vanced. The English meanwhile, from 
some unaccountable cause or other, de* 
layed fighting so long, that the army 
grew grievously in want of provisions, 
and their young and inexperienced com* 
mander, fearing that his forces were not 
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Strong enough to give them Imttle, de- 
jayed it till numbers of his men died of 
famine and fatigue, upon mrhich the Earl 
of Warwick, being moved with anger at 
this intelligence, hastened to the sea^ 
side, with such of his soldiers as he 
could collect, and sailed away for Calais 
without loss of time. The French, hear^ 
ing of his arrival, were panic«struck at the 
sound o£ his name, and instantly quitting 
thdr tents they fled hi gieat dismay^ 
leaving tb^ provisions and military stores 
behind them 1 Aa soon aa the Earl landedji 
he called a council of war^and indignantly 
reviling those who had prevented the 
troops from fightings he exclaimed^ 
^ For my part, I will go on, and flght 
l&e a man, before fhe English bread 
which I have eaten worthily be di* 
gested;'^ and so saying he called hia 
forces about him, and marching fowatd 
to the Isle of Cans, he attacked and 
completely ravaged it. But his hetoic 
career had nearly reached its close ; fixn 
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returning to Calais, he fell sick of the 
pestilence which had already wasted the 
flower of the^ English army, and he 
whom the sword could not conquer fell 
subdued by disease, and died after a 
long and glorious life, November 1S» 
1369. His body was brought to En* 
gland, and interred in the Collegiate 
church of St. Mary at Warwick, in the 
chancel of which his tomb, bearing iJie 
statues of himself and his Countess 
Katherine, cut in white marble, still, re- 
xnakis, having been preserved from the 
dreadful coKflagration which destroyed 
the church in 1694s. 

His eldest son, 6rf/y, died in his ia^ 
ther's lifetime, at Vendome in France, 
and was buried under a m^nific6d&t 
tomb of alabaster, before the high aaUw 
io the^ chmrdh at that place, and Thflmm^ 
his second mo^ succeeded to the p99t 
session of hit honomrs and estHites. TUu) 
ndble %Lfl waa twentf-frur yean o^rag* 
at the death^iif j^iUntrtaM ^rtlwi^Mld 
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had beeii knighted With his elder brother 
Guy; by the King's own hand. In the 
twenhy^iioth of £dward the Third, he 
.married Margaret, daughter of William 
Lord ' Ferrers, and carefully treading in 
the steps of his predec^aor, was, aft^r 
inaii3^dtber eminent/ services, by a Par* 
liament held at London for that especial 
purpose, elected Governor to King 
Richard the Second, whose father, the 
valiant Black Prince, died of a consump« 
tion June 8, 1376, leaving behind him a 
character in every respect untarnished) 
and lamented by the English nation with 
a sorrow which even time itself could 
scarcely alleviate ! 

I'he young Monarch, only eleven years 
old when he ascended the thrbne of his 
magnanimous grandfather, was soon led 
astrsiy by mistaken notions of royalty 
imbibed at this early age, and disdaining 
all control, ashamed the reins of go* 
vemment before he. arrived ilt yews q( 
discretion j and seorniiig the councils <^ 
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those superior to hunvbothjn years' and 
judgment, he ;sufier»li(lumself to be so 
gruided and. imposed I upon byjiis licenT 
tioiis &vi]nrites, that his uncle^t^mas 
Duke of Qloucetiter, andthe jEarlho£ 
Warwick, being, both men '.of haS^ty 
minds, and 1 incapable , of , enduring the 
overbearing -insolence i.o£ the youthful 
Sovereign Snd, his; adviser^,ithe ajtMBdon- 
ed Vere Earl of Oxford, vh«m he cre- 
ated JMOarquis of Dublin; and who was 
the first pf rson .ever ennobled with that 
title, and Michaelde la Pole, a mer- 
chant's son' in London, whom he had 
also advanced to be Earl of Suffolk and 
Lord High Chancellor of Ei^land j that 
disdaining to countenance such notori-- 
ous profligacy, they put themselves in 
arras against him at Haringly Pwk near 
Highgate, and joining their forces,' 
amouniingto an army of forty thousand 
men, they constrained ike King to call 
his Parliament together, to which the 
(tended Baroos were qiedally saaunon^^ 
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ed : but these nobles dbcovering thi^ a 
plan had been secretly laid for their 
assassination 9 declined attending; and 
the King in this Parliament, having 
changed all his state officers, suspended 
Warwick and Gloucester from their seats 
at the Privy Council, and all other their 
high offices of state. Shortly afterwards 
Richard, who was daily rendering him- 
self more obnoxious to his people, paid 
the Duke of Gloucester a visit at his 
seat in Essex, and concealing his real 
malice, pretended an anxious desire to 
be reconciled to him ; and drawing him 
away to London on pretence c£ urgent 
business, the Duke, unsuspicious of his 
nephew's treachery, was seized by a 
company of armed men, who were se» 
ccetly 'widting his arrival, and hurrying 
ham blindfolded to the Hiames, tbey 
coirveyed hira on board a vessel ready 
to cai!ry Mm to Calais, where immedii 
atdy yxpon his arrival^ he was cruelly 
smothered between two fmthex^Jbeds ; 
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the abandoned Richard not daring to 
satiate his vengeance by briqging him 
to an open trial in England. 

The Earl of Warwick, after breaking 
up the forces at Haringly Park^ had re- 
tired to his seat at Warwick, and oc- 
cupied himself in building the stately 
tower, called " Guy's Tower,*' standmg 
at the north-east corner of the interior 
court of the castle, which he completed 
in 1S94, the cost of which amounted to 
three hundred and ninety-fire pounds 
five shillings and two-pence, and the 
walls of which are ten &et thick ; but as 
dignified in hi» resentment as^ the King 
was inveterate, he took no ^teps to re- 
instate himself in his favour, whilst 
Kichard deeply afraid of his power, and 
harbouring great distrust of the apparent, 
calmness of the Earl, about the time 
that he instigated the secret murder of 
his uncle, made some overtures of re- 
conciliation to him. The Earl, ignorant 
of the Duke's untimely end, listened to 
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him without reluctance, and being in- 
vited to a grand feast given by King 
Richard in pursuance of his design^ he 
was enticed away from his castle, and 
being seized as a prisoner^ was conveyed 
to the Isle of M^n, where, disdaining to 
disavow the meeting at Hariqgly Paik, 
or the purpose lor which it was con* 
vened, sentence of death was immedi- 
aftely pronounced upon him. But the 
King, feariul of the consequences of ex- 
ecuting such a papular nobleimn, and 
dreading the effects of public resent* 
m^nt for his uncle's oEiurder^ changed 
the sentence into banishment lor life, 
aad bestowed h^ castle and estates 
upon Thoma3 HoUand, Earl of Kent, to 
whom he also committed the custody of 
the Countess of Warwick^ and her son 
Richard Beauchamp, as prisoners of 
state. The £)arl of Kent also obtained 
a grant of the celebrated suit of arras 
hsangtnga, belonging to the said Earl, 
and contatning the history of the achieve- 
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ments of the warlike Earl Guy> em^ 
broidered or curiously woven therein, 
and which is stiH preserved in the State 
bed-chamber at Warwick Castle, as also 
of his sword and coat of mail ; where- 
i^n the Lady Katherine, eldest sister 
of the banished Earl, and a nun in the 
monastery of Wroxall, petitioned the 
King for their restoration, as the choicest 
possessions of her family j but it does 
not appear that her prayer was granted, 
although she was assigned an annual stU 
pend from the estates of her banished 
brother. 

At this period the government of 
Richard became odious in the sight of 
his people, from his total want of discre- 
tion, and his arbitrary mode of proceed- 
ing, in confiscating the estates of his 
sulgects as his pleasure served, without 
any regard to propriety ; but more par- 
ticularly upon the occasion of a quarrd 
Which had recently fallen odt between 
the Dtikes of Norfblk and Hereford, and 
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vrhich laid the foundation of the bloody 
feuds between the Houses of York and 
Lancaster. The Duke of Hereford^ 
afterwards Henry the Fourth, surnamed 
Bolingbroke, and cousin to Richard the 
Second^ being son of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaster^ the fourth son of 
Edward the Third, having in 1S97 pub- 
licly accused the Duke of Norfolk before 
Parliament of sedition^ the latter, deny- 
ing the charge, gave Hereford the lie j 
and as, notwithstanding the general pre- 
sumption of his guilt, legal proo& of it 
were still wanting, it was determined 
that their difference should be decided 
by single combat, and the time and 
place for the meeting was accordingly 
appointed. 

Gosford Greeh, near Coventry, was 
the spot chosen for the encounter; and 
the day being arrived, the King and his 
Nobles met at Coventry, and the Dukes 
of Hereford and Norfolk impatiently en- 
tered the lists. The combat was already 
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commenced in the presence of the King 
and his Courtiers, when Richard sudden- 
ly stopping it, without assigning any 
reason for this capricious conduct, or- 
dered the combatants to separate, and 
each of them respectively to quit the 
kingdom with all speed. 

The Duke of Norfolk he banished for 
life, but the Duke of Hereford for four- 
teen years only; thus the former was 
condemned to perpetual exile withoirt" ^ 
being convicted of any crime, and the 
latter, a young man of the most promis- 
ing talents, and universally beloved by 
bis countrymen, sent into banishment 
without any charge being even thought 
of against him. Tel est mon plaisir 
seemed to be the only motive for this 
unaccountable proceeding, which served 
but to inflame the public mind more 
than ever against Richard; for the Duke 
of Norfolk, overwhelmed with despair at 
the severity of his sentence, died shortljr 
afterwards at Venice of a broken heart, 
while Hereford, however deeply he 
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might resent his capricious conduct, 
prudently resigned himself to his fate, 
and submitted without opposition to the 
harsh mandate of his cousin and Sove- 
reign. 

Richard, in consideration of his subr 
mission, shortened his banishment to ten 
years, and granted him letters patent 
ensuring to him the possession of hi^ 
paternal inheritance, but hi$ father, 
the Duke of Lancaster, dying shortly 
^fler, Richard repented of I)is fit of 
generosity, and revoking his letters pa* 

tent^ unjustly appropriated the patrimony 
of Hereford to his private us^, Such a 
repetition of injuries inflamed the ardent 
mind of Hereford with ^ resentment be-* 
yond control ; he had hitherto subdued 
his wrath out of respect to his kingly 
character^ but upon this occasion it 
broke forth with added fury, and, h^ in- 
stantly conceived the daring pr€>)ect of 
ipunishing the sceptred plunderer, by 
dragging hipi at once from the dis- 
honoured throne of his grandfather. No 
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man could be better qualified for tUs 
bold enterprize than the Duke of Here- 
ford. Cool^ courageoQfl, and experienced^ 
he bad given ample proofs of the de- 
termined bravery of his character, and 
had previously served against the infidels 
-under circumstances of peculiar glory. 
Stimulated by the recollection of hiB 
private injuries, as well as the public 
discontent, Hereford cautiously raised a 
considerable party in his favour, which 
the splendour of his numerous atUances 
firmly bound to his interest } and, thU6 
prepared, he awaited the iavourable 
. moment of Richard's departure froA 
England to quell by his personal a|K. 
pearance an insurrection which had 
broken out in Ireland, and embarking at 
Nantes with a retinue of sixty persons, 
he landed at Ravenspurg in Yorkshire, 
where he was s|)eedily joined by the 
Earl of Northumberland, and his son 
Henry Percy, who, with a vast concourse 
of other Lords, soon ranged their forces 
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under 1m standard. While the interest 
of Hereford was thus hourly increasing, 
contrary winds continuing for three 
weeks without intermissiiMi favoured his 
cause, by preventing the news of his in* 
vasion from reaching Ireland, ot the 
smallest intelligence of the general re- 
volt being conveyed to Richard, who, at 
length receiving the intimation of his mis- 
£>rtune, hastily embarked for England 
with an army of twenty thousand men, 
and landing at Milfii|d Haverij he crosst 
«d the country to Conway Castle, where 
ihe Earl of Worcester, Lord High Stew- 
ard of his household, disdainfully broke 
ISa staff of office in the presence of his 
anointed Sovereign, and with his follow- 
ers went over to the banners of the 
victorious Hereford! . 

Richard's army, weary of his govern- 
ment, gradually revolted from him, and 
the deserted Monarch finding himself 
almost alone in the midst of an enraged 
people, disgusted with his oppression 
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and the weakness of his public measures, 
at length determined to throw himself 
upon the generosity of his rival, and 
claim from his pity what he coijld no 
longer obtain by the force of his arms. 
To this end he dispatched a messenger 
to Hereford to degiand a conference, 
and fix a time for a meeting, which ac- 
cordingly took place in the neighbour- 
hood of Chester, and ta which Hereford 
came attended by all the forces of his 
adherents*. In this interview Hereford 
appeared in complete armour, but bare- 
headed in complimeiit ' to the fallen 
King, who being shortly removed to 
Chester, the entry of the rival cousins 
is most characteristically described by 
the pen of the inimitable Shakespeare. 

Richard was removed from Chester to 
London, and being lodged, on pretence 
of state, but in reality for better security, 
in the Tower, he was soon taught to feel 
the difference between a conqueror and 
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the vanquished, bavii:^ been permitted 
to perform his wearisome journey with- 
out a single change of linen, a painful 
mortification to one of whom it i& re- 
corded, that he was so profuse in niters 
of dress, as to have one coat in his 
possession valued' at thirty thousand 
marks ! 

After a series of similar mortificationa 
he was easily prevailed on to aign a 
deed, by which he entirely relinquished 
the possession of the crown, as being 
incompetent to the government of the 
realm. Upon this resignation Hereford 
founded his principal claim to the 
Sovereignty of England, and the wishes 
of the people being universally in hi& 
favour, a charge of thirty-tbr^e articles 
of impeachment was drawn up against 
King Richard, and that Monarch being 
solemnly deposed by the general, con- 
sent of his subjects, September 29, 13999 
the I^ancasterian dynasty commenced^ 



WARWICK CASTLE. 251 

ftnd Hereford ascended the throne under 
the style and title g£ King Henry tb^ 
Fourth. 

Upon the ceremony of his coronation, 
i^ehich took place on the 1 3th of October 
immediately following, to add to the 
splendours of his inauguration, he in-< 
stituted, or, according to Ashmole, re* 
vived, the most honourable Order 0^ the 
Bath, for the Sovereign and thirty-six 
Knights Companions, the insfigtiia of 
which, as settled by King George the 
First, 1725, is composed of a ooUar, 
badge, and jewel, bearing a tiiple^^ro^^ 
richly ornamented \^ith the rose, the 
thistle, and the oinquefoil, and environed 
with the motto " Tria juncta in unou^* 
This last to be worn upon public festi- 
vals pendent from a red riband round 
the neck. 

Immediately afler his coronation 
Henry summoned his first Parliament, 
which being fully assembled, he solemnly 
annulled all the acts of the last year itt 
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King Richard's reign ; in consequence of 
which Thomas Earl of Warwick was 
speedily recalled fhxm banishment, and 
restored to his full liberty and the pos- 
session of bis family honours^ together 
with all his estates, the celebrated suit 
ot arras hangings, and all other the 
gpods and chattels of Thomas Earl of 
Kent, as should be then found in War- 
wick Castle, for the sole use and benefit 
cf him and his heirs for ever. The Earl 
of Warwi<:|; died about a year after his 
return, leaiimg behind him an unequal- 
led rep^tatiDh for valour, piety, charity, 
woA all other virtues, the princely en- 
dowments of a noble mind. He was 
buried with Margeiy, his Countess, in 
llie south aisle of St. Hilary's Church at 
Warwiok, wliich he had rebuilt and 
much beautified in 1394} but their tomb 
being unfortunately destroyed in the 
dismal fire of 1 694, the brass plates, or 
representation of their statues, formerly 
lying upon an altar toml) of marble> were 
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found amongst the ruins, and with pious 
care fastened against the wall at the east 
end of the south aisle, adjoining the 
Beaactiamp Chapel, afterwards founded 
by his son, where they are still preserv- 
ed, with a suitable inscription, upon 
white marble. 

Earl Thomas was succeeded by his 
eldest son Richard^ whom 

<* Three imperial Henrys crpwn'd with envied bonoura: 
Mirror fair was he of valour, and of knightly feata 
achieved in tilt and tournament;'* 

and to whom King Richard the Second 
had stood god-&ther and given his own 
name. At the coronation of Henry the 
Fourth, Earl jlichard, then a youth not 
yet passed his minority, was elected one 
of the Knights ef the Bath, and at the 
coronation of Queen Jane, the King's 
second wife, daughter of the King of 
Navarre, and widow of the celebrated 
John de Montfort, Duke of Brittany, 
crowned at London January 26, 1408, 
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he. held a grand just for three days in 
honour of the Queen, proclaiming her 
beauty against ail manner of Knights 
and comers, and in vrhich, according to 
report, the youthful Earl behaved most 
nobly. From these royal sports he was 
summoned to march against the rebellicMi 
which Tvtged in Wales^ under the con* 
duct of Owen Glendower, whose banner 
he took with his own hand during the 
engagement, and quelled the insurrec- 
tion of the Percies under the command 
of Harry Percy, otherwise Hotspur, in 
the famous battle fought at Shrewsbury 
July 2, 1403, the gallant Earl being at 
this period but eighteen years of age. 
Some time after he was instituted a 
Knight of the Garter, and departing 
upon a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, he 
attended a gcand tournament held at 
Verona in honour of that noble Order, 
wheje he obtained great renowa fbi* his 
conquest of Sir Pandolph de Malacet^ a 
modt cdebrated champicm in those days 
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of chivalry and romance^ He next bent 

bis course to Jerusaleoi, where he re< 

q^ved marka dT great respect and dis« 

tii^gMished honour; be returned home- 

W4ird3 by way of Venice, and was there 

sumptuously entertained during his stay. 

He next travelled into Russia, Lithuania^ 

Poland, Prussia, and Westphalia; exhibit- 

iWLg the superiority of his valour in no- 

merouji tilts and tournaments held iu 

different parts during his travels, and 

returning to England was immediately^ 

associated with Henry Prince of Wales, 

afterwards Henry the Fifth, and retain- 

e.d to serve the Kin^ as his liege Lord, 

in all manner of service upon hii^ eqxecial 

demand, both in peace and in war ; the 

King wisely judging that the bright ex- 

^ample. of this accomplished Earl might 

go far to reclaim the PrincQ from the 

commission of such youthful foUiQs as at 

that time marked hi^ conduct. 

He was also in such favour with: the 
Prince l^njiself that, upon hi; acce^ion 
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to the Crown in 1413, he was appointed 
Lord High Steward for the solemnity of 
his coronation, and in the same year 
went with other noble Peers to treat fbr 
the King's marriage with the Princess 
Catherine of France. He was shortly 
after appointed Governor of Calais, and 
on receiving information that the French 
were raising great forces against that 
place, he hastened with all speed, and 
was received there in solemn procession 
with the greatest honour, but finding 
the troops destined for another service, 
he resolved to entertain his Knights and 
followers with some grand device in 
chivalry, and for this purpose he pro« 
claimed a tournament to be holden in 
the neighbourhood, and causing three 
shields to be made, with a lady painted 
upon each, he sent them, with^ suitable 
letters, to the court of the King of 
France, where they were received by 
three valiant Knights of that Monarch, 
who, accepting the challenge, appointed 
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a day for their meeting at the tournament 
by his desire. The day being arrived, 
and the trumpets being sounded to call 
the valiant comers to the justs^ the Earl, 
splendidly accoutred, rode into the field, 
armed at all points en ckevalierj Mid 
mounted upon a fiery steed richly capari- 
soned with trappings bearing the arms 
of Tracy, one of his noble ancestors. 
His face was covered and his vizor 
down, but the white plume of Warwick 
waved over his glittering casquey and his 
shoulders were adorned with a scarf 
bearing the devices and colours of the 
lady upon the first shield. On the first 
day of the justing, the Earl encountered 
with Sir Gerard d'Herbaume, or, as he 
was styled by. the French King, the 
" Chevalier Rouge** At the very first 
course he unhorsed him, and returning 
to his pavilion with his vizor closed, and 
utterly unknown, he sent the vanquished 
Knight a present of a valuable courser^ 
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by way of remuneratioa . for his- unex* " 
pected defeat. 

Co the second dfty of the tilting, he 
came again into the field, and entered 
the lists with his vizor still closed. A 
chaplet of roses girt the brows of his 
shining helmet, and his white plume of 
feathers waving gracefully aloft ; his 
horse caparisoned with trappings bearing 
the arms pf Hanslape, another of his 
noble ancestors, and himself wearing a 
scarf embroidered with the colours of 
the second lady. On this day the Sarins 
antagonist was $ir Hugh de Lancy, or, 
according to his style, the ^^Ckeoalier 
JSlanCj' whom he attacked most vigo- 
rously, and smiting off his vizor, he 
th?ice broke his besagyrs, and returning 
victorious and undiscovered to his pa- 
vilion, he sent this Knight also a courser 
as a recompense for his defeat. On the 
morrow, being the third and last day of 
the justs, the Earl rode into the field. 
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mounted as before upon his prancing 
steed, but with his vizor open imd his 
face uncovered, his casque gallantly 
decked with his white plume as the day 
before, and his chaplet richly begirt 
with a coronet of orient pearl; his 
coat of mail adorned with the arms of 
Guy and Beauchamp quartered glori- 
ously thereon, and his trappings and 
other accoi|tren]ients decked with the 
^rms of Hanslape and Tracy, with other 
devices, the weU kciawn bearings of his 
high descent. On this day he engaged 
with Sir Collard. Kiiet, a«d wying* that 
as he had in his own persqn perfortoed 
the deed of conquest two days befere> 
so by God's grace he would upon the 
third, and valiantly encountering him, 
and at every stroke bearing the Knight 
backwards upon his horse, the French- 
man at last nimbly vaulted from his 
seat, saying, ^* He feared that the devil 
had bound him fast to his saddle bow,'' 
but quickly remounting, he was soon. 
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vanquished by the superior skill of bis 
Mtagooist, and the sports being ended, 
the Earl rode back in great state to his 
pavilion, and sending Sir CoUard a 
courser equal in value to those of his 
companions, he entreated the presence 
of all three to a magnificent entertain- 
ment, mth vhich he was minded to con- 
clude the tournament, and after sumptu- 
ously feasting them, and regaling the 
spectators with all sorts of costly vi- 
ands, the gallant Earl struck his tents, 
and bent his way back to Calais with 
great honour and renown. 

From Calais he next departed to be 
present at the great Council of Con- 
stance, held in Germany, attended by 
the Bishops of Salisbury, Bath, and 
Hereford, the Abbot of Westminster, 
the Prior of Worcester, and other spi- 
ritual Lords ; and in this Council it was 
first decreed that England should be 
henceforth dignified with the title of the 
English Nation, Whilst he remained at 
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C!onstftnce vast report of fais fame in 
deeds of chivalry travelled so widely 
abroad, that he forthwith received a 
challenge from a foreign Duke to meet 
hiofi, maintaining that the lady whom he 
loved was the fairest in all the world. 
In this combat the Duke was slain, and 
upon occasion of this victory the 
Empress of Gern;iany, wife to the 
Emperor Sigismund, being present with 
the ladies of her court, took tlie EarPs 
silver badge (the bear) from off the 
shoulders of one of his Knights, and in 
token of her high consideration of his 
merit and extraordinary valour, placed 
it on her own. The courtly Earl being 
informed of this flattering compliment, 
caused another to be made, richly adorn- 
ed with pearls and other costly jewels, 
and presenting it with much gallantly to 
the Empress with his own hands, she 
received it with great r^pect, and, plac- 
ing it on her robe, wore it ever after in 
honourable remembrance of the ;noble 
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donor. The Emperor Sigismund tlgo 
honoured him with the gift of a sword 
taken from his own side, and aft a ugnal 
mark of especial favour^ presented him 
with the heart of St. George^ the tute*' 
lary Saint of England,* to hnng over to 
this country with him ; but the Earl, dis^ 
covering that the &nperor had an incli- 
nation to pay a visit to the Court of the 
En^sh monwch, returned it to him 
with many thanks, entreating him to 
bring it in person to England, that the 
delivery <^ it from his own princ^ 
hand might ei^ance the value of his 
rojral gift. In pursuimce of this invita- 
tion the Emperor, attended by a courtly 
retinue, came to England in 1416, upon 
which ,vi»t he was installed Knight of 
the Garter, and being invested with the 

• St. QtoviBh * Mldier-wiAt of great cniaeBce botb ia 
the EBstern and Western Churches, known also by the par- 
ticular none of 7VopJtoo^A#rM, snil^red nlartyrdodi at 
I^ w ta Pa|«tliie pader tha penecaHoa of mMftfesfaa, 
A. D« 309. He i» supposed to have been iotened at Lyddca 
or Diosprilia. 
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splendid insignia of the Order, he made 
a solemn offering of the holylieart upon 
the altar of St. George's Chapel at 
Windsor. 

Upon the Emperor^s pass^e to Eng* 

land, and his return to* his dominions, 

he was* nobly entertained at Calais by 

the Earl of Warwick, then residing 

there; in his quality of Governor j and 

his feasting and deportment were al« 

together so princely, that the Emperor, 

recounting it to King Henry, declared 

** that no Christian Prince ever had 

snch another Knight, for wisdom^ grace, 

and manhood ; arid that if all courtesy 

were lost, it might be fooxiA again in 

him ; " insonsuch that ever afler, ^t the 

special instance of the Emperor, he was 

usually denominated " the firther of 

courtesie, and flower of chivalry/' 

In the fifth year of King Henry the 
Ilftb,'' the £apl accompanied the Dnke 
of Clareace, Genei^lof the royal army, 
into France, where he farther mani- 
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fested his dafring valour by many emi- 
nent services ; and having taken Damp- 
front, he was the first man that entered 
Caen, and triumphantly exclaiming, ^^ A 
Clarence ! a Clarence ! '' he cut his way 
through the troops that rallied round 
him to oppose his entrance ; and 
mounting undauntedly to the ramparts, 
placed the English standard with his 
own hand upon the walls ! 

He afterwards laid siege t6 many 
other places, and blocking up the city 
of Rouen, he next proceeded to Mount 
St. Michael, which he shortly carried by 
storm, and won many other strong 
towns ^om the enemy. At the si^;e of 
Rouen, the £ar?s tent was placed be- 
tween the King*s and St. Katherine's, 
and, the latter being won, he was in- 
stantly appointed to the command of 
Fort Marteville. Iifi the May following 
he went again into France^ to treat with 
the French King, Charles the Sixth, 
concerning the marriage of the Princess 
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Catherine with the EngUsli Montrchi 
but the Dauphin^ being averae to tlie 
match, sent 5000 men at arms under the 
<x>ma)and of the Earld of limosin and 
Vendosme^ to oppose his landing. Upon 
which the Earl speedily gave them 
•battle,, and forctng^ his waj through 
their ranks he came off victorious^ hav« 
ing slain one of their commanders with 
his own hand. Upon this embasGfy he 
isucceeded so well, that after some time 
the marriage was agreed upon without 
more difficulty, and ^^s accordingly so^ 
lemnized. May SO, 1420. In conse- 
quence of this alliance. King Henry was 
declared heir to the Crown of France, 
in pursttance of which agreement the 
English Monarch took up his abode at 
Paris for some time ; where he kept a 
court far superior in splendour to that of 
his £ither-in-Iaw ; and upon Whitsunday, 
1441, the two Kings, with their royal 
consorts, 4ined together in public, wear- 
ing the Crowns <rf England and France 
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upon their heads, and decorated with 
every insignia of royalty and magni- 
licence. 

The glory of King Henry's conquests 
were however but of short duration ; for 
in the second year of his marriage: he 
was attacked with a disorder which^ 
•from the ignorance of the times and 
imskillulness of the physicians, was pro- 
nounced mortal ; and th^ magnanimous 
Prince departing this life August 8> 
1422, in the thirty-sixth year of his^ge, 
at the very time that the Crown of 
France devolved to him by the death of. 
his father-in-law, in high consideration 
of his many noble qualities, * he, by his 
last will and testament, nominated and 
appointed the heroic Earl of Warwick 
guardian and governor to his son, Henry 
of Windsoi^ until he should attain his 
. sixteentli year ; and so conspicuous was 
.he for the integrity and ability with 
which he discharged this important trust, 
that, upon the death of the Duke of 
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Bedford, uncle to the youog King, and 
Regent of France during his minority, 
ivho was justly esteemed one of the 
most accomplished Princes of the age, 
the Earl was discharged from the heavy 
charge of the royal education, and 
unanimously constituted Lieutenafit-G«- 
neral of the whole realm of France, and 
the Duchy of Aquitaine, by right of 
conquest thereto belonging. Upon his 
appointment to this vice-regal dignity, 
•the Earl with his Countess Isabel, and 
their infant son, attended by a numerous 
retinue of troops and /ollowers^ em- 
barked for France; but during their 
passage such a violent tempest arose at 
sea, that the Earl, in consideration of 
their impending danger, caused himself, 
yfnth his lady and son, to be lashed to 
the mast, that in case the ship perished, 
and their bodies were afterwards found, 
they might be known by their coats of 
arms, richly emblazoned upon their ap- 
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parel by a peculiar officer at arms^ al- 
lowed by a royal grant to this noble 
Peer, and denominated the Warwick 
Herald, by which means their rank 
being known they might be all buried 
together. The storm however abated, 
and the seas growing calm, the Earl 
landed in safety at the place of his des- 
tination, and continued in the govern- 
ment of France until bis death, which 
took place in his Castle at Rouen, where 
he resided as Regent, April 30, 14S9. 
His body was brought over to England 
according to his desire, ai}d interred 
before the altar, near his father's tomb, 
in the choir of St. Mary's church at 
Warwick $ there to remain till the Beau- 
champ Chapel (built under the direction 
of his will, as a mausoleum for hts noble 
hous^) should be ready for its recep- 
tion; upon the completion of which 
it was translated to a vault hewn in the 
solid rock iqpoii which the chapel is 
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erected, over which the splendid mo- 
nument erected in memory of him now 
stands. 

Upon the death of this illustrious 
!Earl, his title and estates descended to 
his son Henry^ born of his second 
marriage with Isabel, daughter of Tho* 
mas le Despenser, Earl of Gloucester, 
and widow of his first cousin, Richard 
Beauchamp, Earl of Worcester ; a youth 
of fourteen years of age, and of most 
extraordinary hopes, as by the early 
evidence of his heroic qualities is ma- 
nifested beyond all doubt ; for before 
tie had reached his nineteentti year he 
tendered his services to government for 
the defence of the Duchy of Aquitaine j 
in consideration of which, and to give 
him more encouragement in the prose* 
cution of this expedition. King Henry 
the Sixth by his charter, bearing date 
at Dover April 2, 1444, created him 
Premier Earl of England ; and by way 
of distinction above all other Earls, he 
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granted to him and his heirs male, his 
royal permission and authority to wear 
a golden coronet about his brow^ as well 
in his own royal presence as elsewhere, 
upon all such great festivals as such or- 
naments were usually worn ; and three 
days afterwards King Henry, bearing in 
grateful remembrance the high desert 
of his illustrious father, advanced him 
to the farther dignity of Duke of JVar-^ 
wick^ and granted him precedence in Par- 
liament and all other places^ next after 
the Duke of Norfolk, and before the Duke 
of Buckingham. This unusual grant 
of precedence to a youth was however 
borne so resentfully by the Duke of 
Buckingham towards his Sovereign, that, 
had not the King in some measure 
qualified it by an Act of Parliament 
passed for that especial purpose^ much 
inconvenience and dissatisfaction might 
have arisen in the state j therefore— 
" for appeasing the strife and conten-' 
tion moved between these noble Peers 
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respecting their pre-eminence," (for 
thus run the words of the Act,) " it 
i;«^as established and agreed, that from 
and after December 2, then next en- 
suing, they should annually take place 
of each other by turns, viz, one that 
year, and the other the next, so long 
as they both should live; but Henry 
Duke of Warwick, to have the first 
year's precedence, and he which. should 
happen to be the survivor to take place 
of the other's eldest heir male, so long 
as he should live, and from and after his 
decease the heir male of either to take 
place of the other, according as he had 
livery of his lands before him," 

After this important business was ad- 
justed, the Duke of Warwick obtained 
a grant in reversion, from the death of 
Humphrey Duke of Gloucester, of the 
isles of Jersey, Sark, Erm, and Alderney, 
at the yearly rent of a rose to be paid 
annually to the King upon the feast of 
St, John the Baptist j as also a grant of 
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the Manor of Bristol, to all which ho* 
nourg he had the superior one added, 
of being crowned King of the Isle of 
Wight^ by King Henry's own hand. 
But this noble youth, the last heir male 
of his illustrious house, and of all the 
great and valiant Earls his immediate 
predecessors, was prevented from ma* 
nifesting the full extent of the abilities 
of which his early years had given such 
ample promise; for he unhappily de« 
parted this life, at Hanlay Castle in 
Worcestershire^ the place of his birtbi 
June 11, 1445, in the twentieth year of 
his age, and in the fairest bloom of 
youthful beauty* He was buried in the 
Abbey at Tewkesbury, in the middle of 
the choir ; where Prince Edward, son of 
Henry the Sixth, afterwards married to 
Lady Ann, daughter of the succeeding 
Earl of Warwick, and stabbed at the 
battle of Tewkesbury by Edward the 
Fourth, and his brother Richard, was 
afterwards buried at his feet. 
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The Duke of Warwick, durimg the 
life-tiine of his father, when he was 
scarcely ten years of age, and then 
beiuring the title of Lord le Despenser 
in right of his mother, had been wedded 
to Cicily, daughter of Richard Neville^ 
Earl of Salisbury and Westmoreland, by 
ivhich lady he left issue one daughter, 
Annci born February 1A48, who at the 
age of two years succeeded as heiress 
to all liis titles (except^ the Ducal one, 
limited to the male heirs) and estates ; 
and was first entrusted to the care of 
Queen. Margaret, wife of Henry the 
Sixth, and afterwards to the guardiai^ 
ship of the Duke of Sufiblk^ by the 
title of Anne^ Countess of Warwick and 
le Despenser. This infant heiress, dying 
at six years old, was succeeded by her 
aunt Anne^ sister to her father, then 
wife of Richard, Neville, Earli of Salis* 
bury, son of Ridbard* Earl of Salisbury 
and Westmoreland), to whom, she was 
married at nine years of age, and at 
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the same time and place as her brother 
Henry, Duke of Warwick, had been 
married to the Lady Cicily Neville ; and 
in consequence of this double alliance^ 
and in high consideration of his many 
eminent services to the state, the said 
Richard Neville was, upon July 2S» 
1451, being about two years after the 
death of the infant Countess, advanced 
to the dignity of jBflfr/ of JVarmicky and 
to aD the honotirs aiid estates^ thereto 
appertaining, which were accordingly 
confirmed to him and his said wife 
Anncj and their heirs for ever, with all 
pre*emiQenee and precedence in any- 
wise used, or borne by their ancestors, 
before the creation of Henry, Duke of 
Warwick. 

Richard Neville^ Earl of Warwick, 
who for. distinction sake is usually de- 
ncuninat^d by histcHrians ^' the stout Earl 
of fTarivicky* might in reality be justly 
termed so ; for in the latter end of the 
reign of Henry Uie Sis^th, and the sue- 
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ceeding one of Edward the Fourth, he 
bore such a distinguished part in the 
tragic feuds of the Houses of York and 
Lancaster, and exerted such bold sway 
over the rulers of the English realm, as 
to drag more than once the reigning 
Monarch from his throne! 

Bold and independent in all his actions, 
in the thirtieth year of King Henry the 
Sixth he took part with the Duke of 
York ^against the King, in a variance 
^respecting the Duke of Somerset; in 
which Queen Margaret espousing So- 
merset's cause, the dispute was quieted 
with some difficulty; but shortly after 
being again revived, an insurrection 
took place, and the King calling out 
his forces, they were assailed by the 
insurgents at St. Alban's, where the 
Earl of Warwick, suddenly entering 
through a garden, made the first onset 
on the royal troops, and took the per- 
soa of the Sovereign prisoner with 
his own hand* Some time after this 
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afiair, peace being happily restored, he 
was appointed Lord Protector of the 
King's person, and Governor of Calais^ 
a post of honour usually conferred on 
the heads of the house of Warwick ; 
and shortly after his appointment, viz. 
in 1457, he came to London in great 
state to meet King Henry in person, at- 
tended by 600 men at arms, all richly 
apparelled in coats of scarlet cloth, em- 
broidered with ragged Nstaves, the armo* 
rial bearing of Mbrvidus, the second 
Saxon Earl of Warwick. In the tur- 
bulent times of 1460 he was in arms 
against the King, and led the vanguard 
of the insurgents' army towards North- 
ampton J where the forces meeting on 
the 9th of July, a most bloody battle 
ensued, in which the King was again 
made prisoner, and many gallant heroes 
slain. Upon this success of the rebel 
arms. Queen Margaret and the young 
Prince of Wales, who had both beeii 
present during the battle, fled into Dur- 
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ham ; upon ivhich the Duke of York, 
hastening out of Ireland, advanced his 
pretensions to the crown, as being de« 
scended maternally from Lionel Duke 
of Clarence, third son of Edward the 
Third, and eldier brother to John of 
Gaunt, from whom Henry the Sixth 
was descended, and paternally from £d- 
^ward Duke of Cambridge, afterwards 
Duke of York, ^tk son of Edward the 
Third, by an intermarriage between 
their heirs. While the important debate 
of the Duke of York's right to the 
tlirone was debating in Parliament, the 
Queen, with the Dukes of Somerset and 
Exeter, raised an army in the north, 
and with a force of 1 8,000 men marched 
forwards towards England; where the 
Dnke of York, leaving King Henry in 
the hands of his ally, the Earl of War* 
wick, hastened to give them battle, 
with a force consisting^ of 5000 men 
only under his command. Flushed with 
his recent victory, he persevered in his 
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f esolutioD, though strongly urged to the 
contrary, and encountering the Queen's 
army near Wakefield in Yorkshire, the 
Duke was slain on the spot, the Earl of 
Salisbury taken prisoner, and the whole 
of his forces routed with considerable 
loss. The Earl of Rutland, a child of 
eleven years of age, the youngest and 
favourite son of the Duke of York, hav- 
ing followed him to the field from af- 
fectionate curiosity, was barbarously 
stabbed to the heart in the tent of his 
murdered father, by the ferocious Lord 
Clifford, whilst actually kneeling at his 
feet, and stretching out his infant hands 
for mercy ! 

The Earl of March, son to the Duke 
of York, and afterwards Edward the 
Fourth, being speedily apprized of his 
father's death, and the savage murder 
of his innocent brother, hastened out 
of the Welsh Marches with all the 
forces he could collect; and meeting 
some of the royal troops by accident at 
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Mortimer's Cross^ he committed dread- 
ful slaughter upon them in revenge of 
his father's death. In the mean time^ 
Margaret^ elated with their success^ and 
fhe death of the Duke of York, her 
dreaded competitor for the crown, 
marched rajpidly towards London } but 
at St. Alban's she was again crossed in 
her path by the Earlof Warwick, and 
an action took place, in which the 
Queen being successful, the passive 
Henry was once more recovered from 
his enemiesy and accompanied his war« 
like consort to the Abbey of St. Alban's 
for better security. 

' While they still kept their abode at 
St. Alban's^ the Earl of March ad- 
vanced towards London with his troops ; 
and the Earl of Warwick, irritated at 
the loss of the King, rallied his scat- 
tered forces, and, joining him at Chip- 
ping-Norton, hastened on to London. 
On Sunday March 2, 1461, the Earl of 
Warwick, mustering his army in St 
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John's Fields, formed tkem into a rhij^^ 
and reading akmd the decision of the 
Parliament in favour of the Duke of 
York's claim^ and awarding the crown 
to him after Henry's death, he asked 
whether they would still have King 
Henry for their Soverdgn? and upon 
the troops loudly shouting " No ! '* he 
farther demanded if they would have 
Edward, Earl of March, eldest son rf 
the deceased Duke, and legal hdr to 
the throne of England for their King ? 
Upon which the multitude rent the air 
with acclamations in the affirmative; 
and the Earl of Marcli^ who was then 
lodged in Baynard^s Casde^ was sent 
for without delay. 

At first he excused himself from ac- 
cepting the CFOwn, upon tlie score of 
his youth and inexperience, being then 
but in bis twentieth year ; but the Earl 
of Warwick insisting upon his diffr 
bility, and the Archbish^ of Canter- 
bury, with the Bishops of Londim and 
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!Exeter, joining their persuasions^ he at 
last complied with their wishes ; and 
ascending the throne, of which he was 
in point of blood the legal heii% he waa 
upon March 4, 1461, proclaimed So* 
vereign of England, under the title of 
King Edward the Fourth. 

Before his coronation could take place, 
Henry, flying into the north, raised such 
a tempest in that quarter, that Edward 
was compelled to exert his strongest 
efforts to subdue it ; and marching to- 
wards Ferry-Bridge, a skirmish todc 
place, which occasioning sonoc loss and 
alarm amongst his forces, the Earl of 
Warwick, endeavouring to re-assure the 
confidence of the troops, slew his own 
horse with his sword in the presence of 
the young Monarch, courageously ex* 
claiming* " Let them fly that will fly j 
for my part, I will tarry with him that 
will tarry with me ! *' and so saying, he 
knelt down upon the ground, and kissed, 
the cross of his sword in confirmation 
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of his resolution. On the following day 
was fought the famous battle of Towton- 
Pield, where, after a dreadful fight of 
ten hours, during which the conquest 
seemed doubtful on both sides, the Earl 
of Northumberland, with the Lords 
Beaumont, Dacres, Grey, and Willes, 
with many others, being all killed on the 
plain, the Dukes of Somerset and 
Exeter fled away in great confusion, 
leaving the most bloody inland victory 
that England ever gained, in the hands 
ef King Edward and hi? exhausted 
army* On this dreadful day, and the 
two preceding ones, through the whole 
of which the contending armies were 
engaged in desperate %hting, 36,776 
persons, of whom numbers were of high 
rank, lost their lives amidst the slaugh- 
ter! 

Upon the termination of this sangui* 
nary contest Edward marched to York ; 
and entering it unexpectedly, meaning 
to surprise the enemy within its walls. 
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all the feelings of his soul were roused 
into agony by the horrid sight of his 
lather's head erected upon a pole over 
the city gates, accompanied by those of 
the noUemen slain with him at the 
battle of Wakefield. The fury of the 
young King at the sight of this aggra- 
vating object exceeded all description ; 
he burst forth into the most passionate 
exclamations of vengeance upon its per- 
petrators ; and, commanding the instant 
decapitation of the Earl of Devonshire^ 
vrhom he had recently taken prisoner, 
he erected his head upon the walls in 
the place of his royal &ther*s. As soon 
as this cruel sentence was executed, 
Edward quitted York, and Henry and 
his Queen fled expeditiously into Scot** 
land ; where, leaving the King to the 
exercise of his devotions, Margaret and 
her son Prince Edward crossed over 
to France, to obtain if possible some 
assistance from that country. 
King Edward in the mean time bent 
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his waj back to London, and upon the 
asth of June, 1461, was solemnly crown^ 
ed at Westminster, after a grand pro* 
cession from tbe Tower, and the usual 
pomp of rojal inauguration. 

At this period the Earl of Warwick 
was undoubtedly the greatest subject 
that had ever borne a share in the di-- 
rection of the English realm* His aa« 
thority was imfoounded, his will was law^ 
and his power the princiqpal support and 
rdiancie of the House of Torlc Comines. 
says^' that he might justly be styled King' 
Edward's father as well as^ frieiid, for the 
oomequence which he had given him ia 
the eyes of all his people, and for the* 
extraordinary service which he had ren^ 
dered him, by seating hini oo die throne 
c^ his ancestors, a service for which he* 
afterwards so ungratefully requited him ! 
A cessation of these warlike encounters, 
hftving at length taken place, and King* 
Henry being, by tl» power of the York-, 
ists, safely lodged in his confinement ia 
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the Tower^ Edward began to think of 
matrimony, and of forming some alliance 
which might strengthen his interests^ 
and secure to bis descendants the throne 
which he had gained. Demanding the 
advice of his people upon the aulj^ect, 
the Earl of Warwick, after mature de- 
liberation, was sent ambassador to France, 
to treat for a matrimonial alliance with 
the French King, and to demand the 
hand of the Princess Bona for the youth- 
ful Sovereign in marriage. This lady, a 
Princess df the House of Savoy, and 
gister to the reigning Queen of fcnance^ 
was accounted eminently beautifol, and 
the fame ^ her charips and accomplish* 
ments having reached the ears of die 
royal wooer, he fiirnished Warwick witihi 
full powers to settle the preliminaries of 
the match, and awaited the arrival of 
his promised bride with the utmost im- 
patience. To divert his anxiety during ' 
this • interval, he entered with avi^ty 
into the sports of the chase, to which he 
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had ever been passionately attached, and 
in one of these hunting parties, being sud- 
denly benighted in Whichwood Forest, 
he found his way to 6raflo^ Manor, the 
seat of the Duchess of Bedford, and de- 
manded shelter for the night. Elizabeth 
Woodville, the eldest daughter of this 
lady by her first marriage, had been 
married at an early age to Sir John Grey 
of Giooby^ who had unfortunately lost 
his life in the battle of St. Alban^s, and 
his estates having been confiscated, his 
young widow, a lady of extraordinary 
beauty, had been left with her children 
in embarrassed circumstances, and now 
seized the fiivouraUe moment of her 
mother's conferring an obligation upon 
the Kuig, to throw herself at his feet, 
and solicit the restoration of her forfeited 
estates. The King, feroibly struck with 
die charms of the &ir petitioner, readOy 
granted all she asked, and delfjang his 
departure upon various pretences, he 
formjed a scheme to repeat his visits to 

2 



WARWICK CASTLE. 287 

the sequestered mansion of her mother. 
Captivated beyond expression with the 
fascinating manners of the fair Elizabeth, 
he vainly exerted every persuasion to 
allure her to his arms; the beautifia 
widow, however, rejected his offers with 
disdain, and the Monarch, blind to all 
consideration but the charms of his pre- 
sent object, began to seek pretences to 
delay his marriage with the Princess 
Bona, and thus involved himself in con- 
tentions with his Privy Council, who, 
discbvering the cause of his frequent 
visits to Grafton Manor, unanimously 
maintained that he was bound in honour 
to fulfil his engagement to his affianced 
bride, the Earl of Warwick meanwhile 
had finaUy arranged the preliminaries of 
the Royal marriage, and the preparations 
at the French court being concluded, he 
xmly waited for directions to fix the time 
of its celebration} when Edward, unable 
to subdue the stubborn virtue of the fiur 
Elizabeth, turned a deaf ear to the 
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spirited retiionstrances of the Privy 
Council, and positively refusing to ratify 
his engagements to a lady i¥hom ^^ Envy 
could not but call fair/* he Buddenly 
broke off the match, and leaving War* 
wick to extricate himself as well as he 
was able from the displeasure of the 
French court, he wias married to 13iza- 
beth Grey, at her mother's house at 
Graflon, May 1, 1464, being the first 
English Sovereign since the time of the 
Norman invasion, who had married 
below the blood royal, or advanced a 
subject to the dignity of the English 
throne. The King immediately avow- 
ing his marriage, Elizabeth was crowned 
with great solemnity j and the Earl of 
Warwick, grievously incensed at him for 
bringing him into such disgrace at the 
court of France, hastened to England 
with all speed, and, venting his wratii in 
Wttcr rcvilings of the uxorious Monarch, 
retired in great disgust to his ^at zt 
Warwick Castle. Edward however, re- 
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gardless of Warwick's anger, was never- 
theless fully aware of the consequence 
of embroiling himself in an unnecessary 
war with France, and exerted himself to 
obviate its effects by securing himself 
friends, and strengthening his alliance 
with the other Princes of the Continent. 
To this*^end he entered into a particular 
correspondence with the King of Arra- 
goh, and sent over as a present to him 
twenty-six fine sheep of the Cots would 
W€?edi a gift apparently trifling in its 
value, but incalculable in its future 
worth to the Spanish, and highly detri* 
mental as it has since proved to the in- 
terests of the English, nation ; since, by 
enriching another country with a supe- 
rior kind of wool, it has materially in- 
jured the native dealer, by diminishing 
his trade in this valuable article, both of 
foreign commerce and home consump- 
tion. 

The King, eonfining himself exclusive- 
ly to the society of his -beautiful Queen 
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and her relations, all of whom he ad^ 
vanced to high distinctioo, creatiag her 
father Eail Rivers, her brother Lord 
Scales, and her son Sir Thomas Grey» 
Marquis of Dorset, while yet a boy, 
gave himself but little concern about 
those whom he had offended; and the 
displeasure of the Earl of Warwick being 
accidentally re-kindled, the dqith of his. 
resentment began to show itself in hia 
actions, which he gave hia^elf no sort 
of trouble to conceal ; but, sun^moaiog 
hia two brothers,, Gearge NeviUe, Arch- 
bishop of York, and John Mafquis of 
Montague, to his castle, he informed 
them of lus intention to restore Kin^ 
Henry to his throne, and, urging a 
variety of reasons for their concurrence 
in his plan, he soon engaged them ia 
the execution of it. In pursuoiSKce of 
this determination he next gava hia 
consent to a marriage between George 
Duke of ClareaiQe^. ae^ond brother to 
King ikiwardt. mi. La4^ hsk/^ HtM'H^^ 



WARWICK CA&tLE, ^t 

}m eld€ftt daughter, wbiek tht Di^d had 
hmg elicited in vain, the Eaii havi^ 
hitherta wHhheld it ftcm r^sr^ttf i^ent M 
the ungrateful Edward ^ and prommifig 
to endow his daughter with half her 
inothei^s possessions, the royal lover 
followed his fair mistress lo France^ 
where the wedding was accordingly 
solemiuzed in great ^plet^our, in ovaf 
Lttd3^8 chwi^ch af Calais, July Jl, I46»i 
the tady Isabel' b^ing then in the 
eighteenth yea^r of be^ age> and, aecord*' 
rog tO' 1^adStioii> of m^^vellous^ beauty* 
The Bitke and his bride, returning to 
England', wens shortly foBbwed by the 
Eaf 1, whoi having thus bound the Duke 
to his interest, soon got his forces inf 
array, and proclaiHied King Edward 
^ an usurper, neither a just Prince tef 
€pod,v ni^r beneficial ISO his realm, anti 
consequently imfit to be King,'' The 
Kihg^s forced^ meeting with the troopsi 
eff the Eari», an engs^meut ensued^ at 
Idgcot, Heart Kttlfeu^, during which a# 

o 2 
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Esquire in the Earl's suit being stationed 
upon a hill, suddenly displayed his ban- 
ner blazoned with the Warwick badge 
and colours, upon which the northern 
troops shoutiqg *^ A Warwick ! A War- 
wick!" the Welchtnen, struck with a 
panic at the well-known sight of his 
white bear, and fearing that the Earl 
was coming suddenly upon them, spee- 
dily betook themselves to flight, leaving 
their General, the Earl of Pembroke, 
and his brother, unprotected upon the 
field, who^ valiantly %hting their way 
through their enemies, were, with ten 
other gentlemen, taken prisoners, and 
being carried to Banbury, were there 
quickly beheaded. 

King Edward, being by this time 
awakened fi'om his dream of love, put 
himself at the head of his forces, and 
marched into the midland counties to 
give battle to the Earl. He pitched his 
tents at Wolvey, near Atherstone, within 
a few miles of the enemy> who were 
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lying in the neighbourhood ; but a medi^ 
ation being entered into between some 
of the leading characters on both sides, 
who were anxious to «ave their country 
►from the horrors of an intestine war, the 
King h'stened somewhat too credulously 
to their overtures, and being surprised 
in his camp at Wolvey while asleep in 
the dead of the night, he was taken 
prisoner and carried to Warwick Castle^ 
from whence he was sent, under a strong 
guard, to Middleton Castle in Yorkshire, 
and placed in the custody of Warwick's 
brother, the Archbishop of York. £d<* 
ward, however, obtaining the Prelate's 
permission to soften the horrors of his 
captivity by hunting in his park, found 
means to escape, and flying to his ad- 
herents, again put himself at their head. 
Warwick, enraged at his escape, speedily 
rallied his forces; and another general 
insurrection taking place. Sir Robert 
Welles, one of his commanders, lost no 
time in proclaiming King Henry in 
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every town he inarched through, and 
meeting with Edward's troops in a dis^ 
tant part of Lincolnshire, Sir Robert 
rashly engaged without waiting for the 
EarPs arrival, and Edward's party gain*> 
ing the victory after a dreadful contestt 
in which Sir Robert was slain, his troops, 
frfintic with grief at the loss of their be« 
loved commander, cast off their coats of 
mail, and fled from the field in confusion 
and despair, from which circumstance 
this battle was ever after denominated 
by the Yorkists, the ^'Battle of Lo9t 
Coats:' 

Upon this defeat, the Earl of Warwick 
and his son-in-law made the best of their 
way to Calais \ but Vauclere, a Gascon, 
whom the Earl had appointed Deputy^ 
Governor during his absence, thought 
proper to oppose his entrance into the 
fort, upon which, changing hi^ route, be 
landed in Normandy, and meeting with 
great honour from the French King, 
who, deeply resenting Edward's breach 
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of feith-to his sister, received him with 
much respect, he presented himself to 
Queen Margaret, then resident at the 
French court, and holding out oflfers of 
reconciliation to her, he bound himself 
by a solemn oath to restore the im- 
prisoned Henry to the possession of the 
English throne; and twisting the Lan- 
castrian interest more strongly with his 
own, he gave his youngest daughter. 
Lady Anne Neville, in marriage to the 
Prince of Wales. 

As soon as this match was completed, 
the Earl returned to England and landed 
in the West; and proclaiming King 
Henry far and near, his powers increas- 
ed so rapidly, that Edward was obliged 
to fly his country precipitately, upon 
which, no farther impediment to it re- 
maining, Warwick marched towards the 
metropolis, and, triumphantly entering 
London, released King Henry from his 
nine years imprisonment in the Tower, 
and on October 6, 1470, again seated 
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the venerable Monarch upon his throne.. 
Immediately afterwards the £arl was 
constituted Lord High Admiral of En* 
gland, and General of all the King's 
forces by sea as well as land ; and upon 
the deliverance of the imprisoned Sove* 
reign from his confinement^ a grand pro* 
cession was made from the Tower to the 
Bishop's Palace, where the King was 
lodged, and upon the 13th of October 
foUowing a solemn thanksgiving was 
appointed at St. Paul's, at which the 
King in person attended, clad, in his 
royal robes, and wearing his crown upon 
his head, the Earl of Warwick bearing 
up his train, and the Earl of Oxford 
carrying the sword of state in suitable 
dignity before him. 

While Henry was thus resuming his 
regal functions, a storm was rapidly 
gathering, fated to darken his short-lived 
glory; for before a year had elapsed, 
Edward, having obtained the assistance 
of the Duke of Burgundy, landed at 
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Ravenspurg in Yorkshire, with a nume* 
reus body of troops, and his force daily 
increasing, he marched into the interior 
of the kingdom, where his brother, the 
Duke of Clarence, suddenly revolted to 
his standard, and went over to his assis- 
tance with four thousand men at arms. 
Warwick, speedily informed of his son^ 
in-law's defection, drew out his forces for 
security, upon which the Duke sent to 
offer to make terms of peace for him 
with Edward, provided he would Submit 
to his authority, and lay down his arms 
for King Henry. The haughty Earlj 
disdaining his proffered mediation, dis* 
missed his messengers with coiitempty 
bidding them tell the Duke *^ that he 
had rather be an Earl, and always like . 
himself, than a perjured Duke; and that 
rather than falsify his oath to King 
Henry, he would lay down his life at 
the feet of his enemies, but which he 
nevertheless doubted not would yet cost 
them very dear." This spirited answer 

o5 
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being communicated to the Duke, 
J^wwd moved cautiously towards Lon-^ 
doiij whither Clarence hastening before, 
^ won the Archbishop of York over to 
their interest, who, when the gates of 
London, were opened, entertained Ed- 
ward at his palace, and delivered the 
imbaf^j Henry up a prisoner to Edward. 
The Earl of Warwick in the interim 
qiarched towards St. Alban's, whither 
Edward speedily drew out his forces 
against him, and taking King Henry in 
his camp with hitn, the troops at length 
met upon Gladsmore Heath, near Bar- 
net, where, upon the morning of Easter- 
day, April 14, 1471, the two armies 
began the battle. The engagement con- 
tmued six hours without any apparent 
advantage being gained by either party, 
but a heavy mist or darkness coming 
suddenly over the air, the siarsj the 
armorial badge of the Earl of Oxford's 
IbUoWers, Warwick's firm ally, being un<* 
fortonately mistaken for the sum borne 
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by the troops, of Edward, the Earl of 
Warwick*s battalion let fly such a tre- 
mendous shower of arrows upon their 
friends that, ignorant of the mistake, 
and believing themselves betrayed, they 
uttered a general shout of " Treason !'* 
upon which the Earl of Oxford, panic- 
struck with dismay, fled hastily from the 
field of battle, followed by eight hundrecl 
of his choicest soldiers, and turned the 
fortune of the day completely in Edward's 
favour. Warwick, soon discovering the 
origin of this fetal error, endeavoured to 
animate the remainder of his troops by 
his own example, and, courageously 
rushing into the midst of the engage- 
ment, penetrated so far into the thickest 
of the fight, that aU efibrts made for his 
recovery were entirely unavailing, and 
closely surrounded by legions of Ed- 
ward's troops, he at length fell covered 
with inmrmeraWe wounds, and valiantly 
fighting in the very hottest pf the battle ! 
Kis brother the Marquis of Montague, 
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hastening to his relief, lost his life nearly 
at the same moment; and both these 
brave commanders being slain, the dis- 
heartened troops soon gave way, \7hile 
the acclamations of Edward's army joy- 
folly announced a victory over the in* 
trepid Earl of Warwick ! 

More than ten thousand persons lost 
their lives in this engagement, most of 
whom were buried upon the plain where 
it was fought. A chapel was af);erwards 
built upon the spot, but falling into 
decay, an obelisk^ with a suitable in* 
scription, has since been erected to 
commemorate the event. Thus ended 
the M^arlike career of this illustrious Earl, 
of wbo^e noble and lofty bearing history 
speaks in such distinguished terms, atid 
under the dominion of whose power 
England was six times lost and won by 
the contending Roses I Comines the 
historian, being sent to Calais on an em- 
bassy by the Duke of Burgundy, to 
Vauclere, the Earl's Deputy»Governor 
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In his absence, reports that ^^ the name 
of Warwick was so popular there, that 
every man wore his badge, no one 
esteeming himself gallantly equipped 
that had not his hat decorated with the 
Earl's ragged staffs nor any door be- 
ing frequented that had not his white 
cross painted thereon, insomuch that 
Yauclere himself was wont to wear a 
jewel in liis hat, with a black ragged 
staff richly emblazoned thereupon," 

Of his extraordinary munificence and 
hospitality it is also recorded that, '^ at 
his house in London, six oxen were 
usually eaten at a breakfast, and every 
tavern so full of his meat, that all who 
had any acquaintance with the followers 
of his family might have as much of 
either sodden or roast as they could 
conveniently carry away to their homes 
upon a long dagger/' And still farther 
to increase his greatness, he was, in 
addition to all other honours conferred 
upon him for his martial services, allow* 

6 
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ed the distinguished privilege first 
granted to Richard Beauchatnp, father 
of his Countess, and the deceased Henry 
Duke of Warwick, of the service of a 
peculiar officer at arms, denominated as 
heretofore the " Warwick Herald.** * 

After the death of her intrepid con* 
sort, the Countess of Warwick was con« 
strained by her misfortunes to take 
refuge in the sanctuary of the Abbey 
of Beaulieu, in Hampshire, where she 
abode for a long time, but was after- 
wards compelled to seek for safety in 
the liorth. Her splendid inheritance, 
being taken from her by authority of 
Parliament, was settled upon her two 
daughters, Isabel, Duchess of Clarence,, 
and Anne, married to Edward Prince 
of Wales, and secondly to King Rich- 
ard the Third, the same as if she, their 



• Edward the FovrtbMfrvtfcdr Warwick tprfirwclfe years, 
aud dyiBf at Windsor of as agae, Aprtt 9, 1485, wa« Varied 
there. In March 1789, his body was discovered undecayeil, 
the \\ncmB9BtB of biv face and cfress beta^ararly perfect. 
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mother, was actually deceased. . Her 
estates were withheld from her till 
Henry the Seventh ascended the throne; 
when, in consideration of. her allegiance 
to Henry the Sixth, they were nomi- 
nally restored to her, but shortly after- 
wards reconveyed to the crown, leaving 
only the reversion of them to the de- 
scendants of the royal heiuesses. 

The Duke of Clarence, having as 
before stated made his peace with Ed** 
ward, was upon August 14, 1473, two 
years after the battle of Barnet, created 
Earl of Warwick ; but being subse- 
quently accused of a number of trea- 
sonable ofiences, he was attainted in 
Parliament and sent a prisoner to the 
Tower, where he was drowned in a 
butt of malmsey wine, March 11, 1477, 
not however, as it is said, without the 
knowledge and connivance of his bro- 
ther ; this extraordinary death having 
been chosen by him in preference to 
others ofiered to his choice by Edward'n^ 
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command. He was buried in the Abbe^ 
of Tewkesbury, by the side of his 
Duchess Isabel, who, being poisoned 
(according to report, by the emissaries 
of Edward) soon after her lying-in, 
died at Warwick Castle, -December 2, 
1476, leaving issue a daughter and two 
sons, viz. Margaret Plantagenet, born 
at Farley Castle in Wiltshire, 1473, 
Edward Plantagenet, bom at Warwick 
Castle, 1474, and Richard Plantagenet, 
born at Tewkesbury, 1476, poisoned 
with his mother before he was a year 
old. 

As might naturally be expected from 
the complexion of the times, these 
noble orphans experienced but cruel 
treatment from their royal relations ; 
for after the murder of Edward the 
Fifth, and his brother the Duke of 
York, by the instigation of their mer* 
ciless uncle, Richard the Third, Ed- 
ward Plantagenet, Earl of Warwick, 
their cousin, became in right of his 
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father, the elder brother of the usurper 
Kichard, the next legal heir to the 
crown J upon which Richard, afraid c^ 
the strong claims of the in&nt Earl to 
the throne, committed him as a prisoner 
to the Castle of Sheriff's Hutton in 
Yorkshire, where the unfortunate Plan* 
tagenet, doubly allied to the crafty 
tyrant by marriage and emisanguinity, 
lingered in obscurity during the reign 
of his merciless uncle. Some time afier 
this, a plan having been secretly ar* 
ranged for the down&U of Richard, and 
the final settlement of the destructive 
feuds between the Houses of York and 
Lancaster, by the nnion of the Princess 
Elizabeth, daughter of Edward the 
Fourth, with Henry Earl of Ricbmcmd, 
the next heir of the Lancastrian line, 
and his immediate elevation by this 
double right to the throne, Richard 
by some untoward accident became 
aware of the design, and, secretly re* 
solving to frustrate it, immediately pro- 
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poied himself, in xnarriage to his young 
■iece; her mother however objecting 
to it on the score of their near relation^ 
ship, AS liso on account of his ^t wife^ 
Queen Anoe, being still livings he 
endeavoured to remove the obstacle to 
this new alliance with all dispatch. 
Queen Anne in consequeQce died a ftw 
days afterwards^ by his usual remedy^ 
poison ; and was magnificently interred 
at Watiminster with great solemmty, 
bedewed in due form with the crocodile 
tears of her hypocritical husband* This 
new murder was no sooner off his hands 
than, he again presented himself to 
Queen Elizabeth^ still resident in the 
sanctuary at Westminster5 where she 
had taken refuge with her daughter, 
on the murder of her sons by this san- 
guinary monster ; and, claiming the hand 
of his niece^ the Queen, either won by 
his persuasion, or terrified by his me- 
naces, forgetful of his bloody .massacre 
of. her sons, and her beheaded brothers^ 



i 
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of all the aspersions which he had cast 
upon her fame, and of the solemn oath 
which had recently sealed her contract 
i^ith the Earl of Richmond, at length 
listened to bis protestations of remorse, 
and yielded her assent to the sokmniza- 
tion of this unnatural marriage. Richard 
meanwhile, exulting in the succe^ of 
his designs, used every artifice he was 
master of to win the approbation of the 
young Elizabeth ; but the IVincess dis* 
gusted by the catalogue' of foul crimes 
which had dyed the hands of her odioot 
lover, listened to his vows with silent 
horror, and anxiously awaited the ar^ 
rival of her affianced husband, the Earl 
of Richmond, from Brittany. 

Richmond, secretly informed of aQ 
that passed in England, and alarmed at 
the weak conduct of the mother of his 
intended bride, hastily collected his 
forces for embarkation ; and setting sail 
from Harfleur, he landed at Milford- 
Haven about the middle of August 
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1485, from whence he marched to 
Hereford, where he was speedily joined 
by a numerous force, with the Earls of 
Shrewsbury, Pembroke, &c. at their 
head. Richstrd, soon informed of the 
Earl's arrival, took care first to secure 
the Princess, by sending her a prisoner 
to Sheriff's Hutton, where her cousin 
the Earl of Warwick pined away his 
youth in a solitary confinement; and 
then hastened to give battle to Rich- 
mond, whom he affected to despise 
for the insignificance of his troops, 
contemptuously denominating them 
<* thieves, vagabonds, outlaws, traitors, 
beggarly hen-hearted Frenchmen, with 
a Welsh boy for their leader, of little 
courage, and less experience/^ * 

• Henry Earl of Richmond, afterwards Henry the Sevenlh, 
was son to Edmund Earl of Richmond, (the son of Qaeca 
Katberine, widow of Henry the Fifth, and Owen Tudor,) 
by Us wWb Blargaret, danghter of John Dake of Somerset, 
and gnaid<4avghter of John of Gaant, Duke of Lancaster, 
by his third marriage with Catherine Swinford, and by this 
descent was sole remaining heir of the Hoose of Lancaster. 
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The speedy progress of the Earl of 
Richmond through the kingdom soon 
caused Richard^ at the head of his 
forces, to march towards Leicester ; to 
\i^hich place Richmond accordingly 
crossed the country in hopes of meet* 
ing him. Upon the march, the Earl 
passed the night at Litcl^field, and, his 
troops having rested there for a day, 
quitted.it the next morning on their 
route towards Leicester. Richmond 
himself purposely loitering till evenings 
when he departed for Tamworth, but 
not joining his forces till the next 
evening, it was given out that he had 
been benighted, and lost Jiis way. The 
real cause of his. absence however is. 
believed to be as follows. — A few 
miles distant from Litchfield is Elfbrd, 
a inansion lately the seat of the. Dow- 
ager Viscountess Andover, but formerly 
belonging to the Stanley famiily, and, 
at that period die property of Lord 
Stanley, one of the principal officers of 
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tbe household to Ricliard the Third, 
W ncacljr aiUed in Uood to his eom^ 
petitor, the Earl of BicbmoBd. This 
aobleman being upon the marcb to 
Leice9ter with tvoope, ostenaivtly sifi». 
tered fbf Richard, but vf^eh afterwards 
declared for Riehmond, passed this iden- 
tical night at his family seat at Elferd^ 
wfaeve it is fffesumed Richnioiid was 
seeretly received j and, at this pliaee it 
joarp justly be ii^rred that the fate of 
'Emf^tmA waa finaOy decided^ ; far l9ie 
lad, upon rcgoiniag his^^ adherettts^ Ae 
next day, honestly confessed that he 
had purposely deviated Snm the proper 
rand to Meetwi<^ sane of &» ftiend^ ; 
aaid thiv aeknowtedgment strongly con^ 
firaK the 8upp08ition> that he had passed 
the night in secret eouncil vnlh Ifie 
SlanUyssr at ^^fevd^^House, Lovd Sten*^ 
ley isat daring openly te^ d^lrnie he 
B&chmuDJ^ lese Richard Aaedd ^ ptst 
his son Lord Strange to disath, whom, 
awan^ of tiieir felationririp to Richmond; 
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he kept prisonar in Im c^mp tt a se^ 
curity fw hu &ther's alleghuice/ At 
Tamwortb, Lord Stanley held aaobher 
private meeting with ttte £»!, mdtr itt 
pursuance of this^confereoiee, he: master- 
ed Ibrwaxd to Atherstene, and Snmi^ 
thence ta Bosworth, at a mmU distance 
fironft which he posted himself in a si- 
tuation, purposely chosen between botb 
ca^npa^ wy efa would emabie him t^ brings 
hisr forces^ consisting of 7000^ horse and 
fijot, to join either paet^s^ aa dfCtisv!^ 
at»Mes re<|imed. ^RmhmonA^ aiatan^n^ 
his small avmy» scdrce^ amoiMimg ttk 
half m^ many as Ri)$hard'»» io ord^ oi 
battle u|K>n a larg^ plain Bear Bbawontb,. 
(adjoining to whieb^ upcm an emineiMa 
aaJAed Asme Beam^ the Uaufipei! k^ en* 
caqspedO rode ftom tank to^ JsaeA, audi 
firtocn wing to wdnig^. amongst Us aoldieffa^ 
aiuQQiUGagiog themi tct, ^^ fight likn mtms 
in a good: cau^so, hitherto sanctified by 
tha ble/ssing of ithe^ iUsfiigbAy^ and: tfr 
fivsft th«it^ eimnt^ fitam^ t^e (tt)miiii(mjo£ 
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g monster, a tyrant^ and a murderer ! '' 
assuring them also that he would stand 
by them till death, rather than be taken 
prisoner, and kept alive for reproach ; 
** Advance then, fellow-soldiers ! " ex^ 
claimed the Earl, ^^ like true English* 
men, in d^nee of your bdoved coun-< 
try, and God and St. George favour us 
with happy success! ^' At these words 
he rushed forward, and followed by his 
troops commenced the engagement* 
While the vanguard -of the two armies 
were contending for the victory, Rich- 
ard, perceiving the Earl of Richmond at 
a little distance^ made furiously towards 
him, and, with a courage of which he 
Uras now to give the last proof, he first 
attacked the Earl's standard bearer, and 
lastly Richmond himself^ who, notwith* 
standing the maddened fury of his an«^ 
tagonist, still kept him at his sword's 
point ; till Lord Stanley who was posted 
at a distance perceiving how matters 
went, led his troops into the 6eld, and 
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marching up to the banners of the Earl 
of Richmond, the troops by a general 
shout declared . their alliance with him, 
and thus decided for ever the fate of the 
House of York. Richard, rendered des^ 
perate. by this mortifying sight, fled 
about the field like one bereaved of his 
senses, till, overpowered by numbers, 
he was at length slain ; and his crown, 
being found amongst the spoils in his 
tent, was placed upon Richmond's head, 
who, amidst the acclamations of both 
armies, was instantly saluted as King 
upon the field of battle, by the title of 
Henry the Seventh, to the great joy of 
all ranks ; numbers of Richard's fol- 
lowers, amongst whom were the whole 
of his rear-guard under the command 
of the Earl of North u^nberland, not 
having fought a single stroke, or even 
drawn their swords in his defence during 
the engagement. This battle took place 
Aug. 22, 1485, in: which above a thousand 
men were slaita on the King's side, but 
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not more than a hundred upon Rich-^ 
mond's, a convincing proof of the general 
prejudice in his favour. And thus ended 
the bloody wars of York and Lancas* 
ier, in which were fought twelve pitched 
battles* In these dreadful feuds be^ 
tween the two Roses, two Kings, one 
Prince, ten Dukes, two Marquisses^ 
twenty-one Earls, twenty-seven Lords, 
two Viscounts, one Lord Prior, ooe 
Judge, 139 Knights, 441 Esquires, and 
84j998 private soldiers were slain, which 
being added together, it appears tliat in 
their .contests for the crown, 85,645 
men lost their lives ! 

After the fight was ov^r, the body of 
King Richard was found amongst the 
dead, stripped stark naked, and dread- 
fully mangled and disfigured, being. co- 
vered all over with dust and blood. 
The corpse being taken up was thrown 
across a horse, behind one of bis own 
Pursuivants at Arms, the head hanging 
over one side of the horse, and the 
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lags on the other ; and in tbig \«ii«tdhed 
condition it was conveyed to Leicedter, 
and carried to the Grey Friars' churchy 
where it lay for some time a looet loathe 
sotne and disgotstiog speetadej the 
Friars, although commanded by Heniy 
to give it honouraMe interment, neg- 
lectmg to bury it Henry afbrwarda 
caused a tomb to be erected over his 
grave, which being destroyed in the 
dissolution of the monastery by Henry 
the Eighth, no vestige of the place of 
his interment, or other memorial of him, 
is now remaining, except the stone 
cofBn in which his corpse was buried, 
and which, within the last few years, 
served as a drinking trough for horses 
at the White Horse Inn in Leicester, 
and is probably still, preserved as the 
only relic of this odious Monarch. 

Immediately after the battle of Bosr 
worth, and ' before he removed from 
Leicester, Henry, fully aws^'e <rf the 
strong pretensions of tkfe Earl of War- 

P2 
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wick to the crown, as the last male 
heir of the Flantagenet line, and con- 
sequently the only remaining branch 
of the House of York, dispatched Sir 
Robert Willoughby, one , of his , con- 
fidential friends, to the Castle of Sheriff's 
Hutton, where Richard had kept him 
confined, with orders, to take the Earl, 
then in his fifteenth year, to London, 
and deliver him at the Tower, there to 
be kept in safe custody during the con- 
tinuance of his pleasure; and, com- 
manding also that the Princess Elizabeth 
should be conveyed to London in great 
state, he consigned her to the care of 
her mother, until the day fixed for the 
solemniztation of their marriage arrived. 
Previous to his coronation he insti- 
tuted a guard of honour to attend him 
upon all occasions,, denominated the 
yeomen of the King's guard, and which 
has been continued by the succeeding 
Monarchs till the present day under 
the same title. His coronation took 
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place October 30, 1485, and on January 
the 18th following, he was married to 
the Princess Elizabeth, thus rendering 
his title to the crown more secure. 

Unexceptionable however as he now 
believed it, there were not wanting 
enemies to endeavour to subvert his 
right to it ; for having inadvertently 
given some offence to a priest called 
Richard Simon, he endeavoured to over- 
turn Henry's government, and to in- 
volve the kingdom in confusion by the 
production of an impostor called Lam- 
bert Simnel, a youth whom he had in- 
structed to personate the young Duke 
of York, son of Edward the Fourth, 
believed to have been murdered in the 
Tower by Richard the Third ; but the 
scheme not succeeding to his wishes, 
he next gave it out that he was the Earl 
of Warwick, who had made his escape 
from the Tower; and the impostor 
somewhat resembling the young Earl in 
age, features, and figure, the story was 
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xapidly circulated, and received with 
much belief. The pretended £arl was 
«ent with his tutor over to Ireland, 
where the Irish, disgusted with some 
93arks of avarice exhibited by Henry^ 
and always strongly incUned to befriend 
the House of York, readily credited his 
story, and, taking his part, proclaimed 
the impostor King of England. 

This proceeding somewhat alarming 
King Henry, be airmmoiied his Council 
to decide upon proper measures; and, 
it being resolved to show the real Earl 
of Warwick to the Londoners, in conf- 
firmation of Simnel's iaq)Qature, the 
young Earl was made to ride daily about 
the streets, and constantly exhibited in 
the sight of the pitying populace, many 
of whom, satisfied of his identity, loudly 
deplored his misfortunes, while others 
considered it as a measure to delude the 
people. 

Simnel meanwhile was acting his part 
in Ireland with great applause, and 



WARWICK CASTLE, 319 

having very successfully personated 
Warwick, a strong commotion had been 
excited by his party, and the counter- 
feit Warwick having been proclaimed 
and crowned King of England in Dub- 
lin, by the title of Edward the Sixth, 
it was next resolved that he should be 
sent over to England with the troops 
raised in his behalf: but here the farce 
was intended to end ; for it was resolved 
that SimnePs reign should close with 
his arrival there, and, as soon as the 
minds of the pec^Ie were properly 
wrought up to it, the real Earl of 
Warwick should be delivered from the 
Tower, and crowned King in the room 
of Henry. The Duchess of Burgundy, 
sister to. Edward the Fourth, and also 
aunt to the Earl of Warwick by the 
father's side, being naturally an enemy 
to the House of Lancaster, readily fa- 
voured the deception, although she 
knew it to be a cheat, and, sending a 
numerous body of forces to join the 
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Earl of Lincoln with other adherents 
to the House of York^ Simnel and his 
retinue at length set sail for England , 
and landed at Fowdray in Lancashire. 
King Henry, having notice of their ar- 
rival, speedily met them at Stoke, near 
Newark upon Trent, where the Yorkists 
being completely routed, the Priest 
and his pupil were taken prisoners to- 
gether. Simon was committed to pri- 
son and never heard of after ; but Sim- 
nel being considered as a mere tool in 
the business, was publicly made to deny 
being the Earl of Warwick ; and, being 
degraded from his regal honours, he 
was taken as a menial servant to turn 
the spit for the cooks in the King's 
kitchen, but w;is afterwards made one 
of the falconers to attend on Henry in 
his royal sports ! 

After. this insurrection had subsided, 
things wetit on quietly till 1492, when 
the Duchess of Burgundy, who detested 
the line of Lancaster, excited another 
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great comiDotion throughout the king* 
dom, by meatis of Perkin Warbeck, a 
youth believed to be an illegitimate son 
of Edward the Fourth, whom she had 
purposely bred up to personate the 
Duke of York, and to this end •she had, 
at difierent times, circulated a rumour 
that this Prince was still in existence, 
having fortunately escaped being mur- 
dered by the sanguinary Richard. This 
youth, whom she had previously in- 
structed in every particular of his pre- 
tended escape, she now openly acknow- 
ledged as her nephew and .Duke of 
York, and characteristically denominat- 
ing him, " The White Rose of England,** 
she sent him over to his pretended do- 
minions, accompanied with a suitable 
guard of honour clothed in blue and 
murrey, with the usual badges of the 
House of York. Warbeck landed in 
Kent, but not being very cordially re- 
ceived there he went to Ireland, from 
whence he sailed for Scotland, where he 

p5 
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was received with great respect by the 
King, who caused him to be styled ^upon 
all occasions Duke of York, and gave 
him iB marriage the hand of his cousin , 
Lady Catherine Gordon, daughter to 
the Earl of Huntley. He next sent him 
with a numerous army to make good his 
asserted claim to the English crown; 
but this undertaking failing, and his re* 
sources being exhausted, the fictitious 
Duke at last submitted to Henry's mer* 
ejr, smd was sent as a prisoner to the 
Tower, where the Earl of Warwick still 
remained. From this confinement War- 
beck contrive*^ to escape, but being re- 
taken at Sheen, the King was much 
pressed to rid himself of all farther trouble 
mnn Wmj but Hehiy, who, poMessing 
& great soul, could not hate those he de« 
spised, refiised to comply with this desire, 
and contented himself with ordering his 
keepers to ^ set the knave in the stocks," 
upon which Warbieck was heavily ironed 
and pjiaced in the stocks, erected upon a 
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scaffold in tb^ Palace-yard at Westmin* 
ster, and exposed to the shouts and de» 
rision of the jeering multitude. After 
this he was again sent to the Tower, but 
a. second time contriving his escape, he 
by some means or other drew the Earl 
o£ Warwick into the measure, and thus 
sanctioned the schemes which Henry 
had previously meditated for his. der 
struction. ' ' 

About this time a marriage had been 
projected between Prince Arthur, eldest 
son of Henry, and the Princess Catherine 
of Spain ; but the Spanish court demli^:- 
ring in their consent to the alliance 
while there was any chance of this remaiii- 
ing branch of the Plantagenets assert- 
ing his claim to the English crown, Heswy 
gladly seized upon the circumstance of 
his being implicated- in Warbeck's esc^e 
as a pretext for his proceedings, and 
causing a sort of nominal charge to be 
drawn up against him, a commission was 
ssued to the Earl of Oxford^Xord High 
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Steward of England, to arraign him for 
that offence ; and the unhappy youth, 
being persuaded to confess himself guilty^, 
was cruelly betrayed into the hands of 
those that thirsted fqr his life, and sen- 
tence of death being immediately passed 
upon him, he was inhumanly beheaded 
upon Tower Hill, November 28, 1499, 
in the twenty-fifth year of his age. 

The better to gloss over this harsh 
proceeding, the unfortunate Earl was 
previously attainted in parliament, and 
his estates being consequently confis- 
cated, all the favour he was allowed was, 
that' his body should be sent to the 
monastery of Bisham, and granted the 
privilege of interment with others of his 
noble ancestors. 

This fi^uel dealing with the Mst and 
unoffen<£ng heir of the Plantagenet line 
of Wafwifbk occasioned much spirited 
animadversion in the English realm, as 
also many bitter reflections pn the mea* 
sures of King Henry, and may weU be 

1 
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considered to have been in some sort the 
occasion of drawing down God's venge- 
ance upon his posterity, and it is a re- 
corded fact, that Queen Catherine was 
so perfectly coijvinced of the truth of 
this awful retribution, that when her 
second husband Henry the Eighth pro- 
secuted his divorce against her, she re- 
peatedly expressed her firm belief " that 
it was the avenging hand of God that 
directed all her misfortunes, for that to 
clear the way to her first marriage with 
Prince Arthur, the inndcent Earl of 
Warwick had, for that purpose only, 
been put to an untimely death !" • 

Margaret J the only sister of the unfor- 
tunate Plantagenety married Sir Richard 
Pool, Knight, and left issue one daughter 
and four sons, viz. Ursula^ married to 
the Earl of Stafford, son of the Duke of 
Buckingham; Henry Lord Montague^ 
beheaded by Henry the Eighth; Regi^ 
naldf elected a Cardinal by Pope Julius 
the Second, the secret favourite of Tm 



526 WARWICK CASTLE. 

cousin, Queeki Mary; Geoffryy and 
Arthur. 

During her widowhood the Lady Pool 
petitioned Parliament for relief, and, as 
sister and heir to' the Earl of Warwick, 
prayed the restoration of his estates and 
dignitieB. Her petition was but partially 
granted; the title oi Countess of Salisbury 
only being allowed her, that of Warwick 
being adjudged forfeited by the attainder 
of her brother. She did not, however, 
long siirvire to enjoy her rights ; for her 
third son. Sir Geofiry Pool, having given 
information of a plot to dethrone King 
Henry, and elevate his brother. Cardinal 
Pool, to the throne of England, secretly 
instigated by the friends of the House 
of York^ her eldest son. Lord Montague, 
with others of the nobility implicated in 
the design, was beheaded in 1539, and 
two years afterwards the venerable 
Countess herself was barbarously seized 
upon the Uke pretence of treason, and 
on May 37, 1541, put to death upon 
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Tower Hill, being actually dragged ta 
the block by the hair of her bead in 
the sixtieth year of her age I * 

From this period the Earldom of War* 
wick lay dormant till the first year of 
Edward the iSixth, when, by the &vout 
of the Duke of Somerset, uncle to tlm 
young King, who was bimsdf maternally 
descended from the House of Beauchainp 
of Hacche, it was revised in? the person <Mf 
Jofm Dudley^ son of Edmtind Dadley, 
Privy Counsellor to King Henvy the 
Seventh, and beheaded by Henty the 
Eighth, wlu> having married Elkabeth, 
sister and sole heiress to John Grey, 
Visccmnt Lisle, (descended from and heir 
to Margaret Countess g£ Shrewsbury, 
daughter of Bichacd Beauchamp, Ead 
of Warwick^ by his first marriage with 
Elizabeth daughter oi Lord Berketey, 

• Edward Plantagenet bore the ams of France and En- 
gland qttarterljr, as. they are stiH preserred in the windoMrs 6t 
ik9 dronciiamp Cbiipei f with h\m the male llae af PHwtagenet 
finally determined, having flourished in great royalty from 
the reign of Henry the-Second, a^^eriod of 331 years. 
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and heiress to Viscount Lisle,) had issue 
John^ who in 1547 was created Viscount 
Liskj and shortly afterwards advanced 
to the dignity of Earl of Warwick. 

This nobleman, distinguished by many 
eminent services, to the state, was, in 
the fifth year of Edward the Sixth, con- 
fttituted Master of the Household, and 
Earl Marshal of England, and in the 
next year advanced to the farther dig- 
nity of Duke of Northumberland; his 
fifth and. youngest son Robert Dudley, 
aft;erwards Earl c^ Leicester, being also 
sworn one of the King's six gentlemen 
in ordinary* 

The Duke of Northumberland, though 
of great power in the administration of 
the government^ was nevertheless of a 
most malignant and envious disposition ; 
and his son Robert, however otherwise 
well accomplished, was the legitimate 
heir of all his father's evil qualities. 

The Duke ci Somerset, their original 
benefactor, having some years afterwards 
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fallen a sacrifice to the ambition of the 
Dudleys, the Duke of Northumberland, 
thus arrived at the height of power, 
became so absolute in the realm, that 
all the offices of government were en- 
tirely at his disposal, and the King's 
council chosen or changed as it suited 
his views and pleasure.^ Towards many 
of the high nobility who had dared to 
murmur at his influence, or cast refiec* 
tions on his conduct resipecting the 
death of the Duke of Somerset,* he 
bore an inveterate hatred, but ialways 
artful enough to conceal his dislike till 
he could revenge himself with impunity^ 
he was sure to be at last the executioner 
of his vengeance^ and being thus be* 

» Tbe Duke of Somerset was beheaded on Tower HiU 
January 29, 1558. The people were so strongly affected at 
the death of this amiable nobleman, that many personi at 
the scaffold dipped handkerchiefs in his blood, in honourable 
remembrance of him ; and it is said'tbat a lady meeting the 
Duke of Northumberland when he was carried prisoner to 
the Tower in Queen Mary*8 reign, shook one of these bloody 
handkerchiefs in his face, and prayed that the blood of 
Somerset mjght be avenged upon'Northmnberland« 
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come inferior to none but the Sovereign 
in honours, and superior to all others in 
power and au&ority, his arrogance be- 
came so intolerable, that his ambition 
urged him to grasp even at the pos* 
session of the regal dignity. Robert, 
his youngest son, had been for some 
time about the King's person, and the 
health of the* young Monarch visibly de« 
clinii^, the haughty hopes of the Dud- 
leys began to unfold themselves by de- 
grees^. The Duke had reeently formed 
an alliance with the Duke of Suffolk^ 
descended from Elizabeth Grey, Queen 
of Edward the Fourth, by her first mar- 
riage, and then lately created Duke of 
SoffiAk^ upon whose wife, Mary, sister 
of Henry the Eighth, and Queen Dowa- 
ger of France, the crown was entailed 
after the Princesses Mary and Elizabeth, 
by marrying his fourth son Lord Guild- 
ford Dudley to Lady Jane Grey, the 
Duke of Suffolk's daughter; and this 
lady, gifted with extraordinary talents, 
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being also cousin to the young King) 
who was declining und^r the elfects of 
an indisposition, believed to be occ^ion- 
ed by a lingering poison secretly ad- 
ministered to him through the madiina- 
tions of the Dudleys, he was easily pre* 
vailed on by their persuasions to sign a 
patent for her succession to the crown 
upon his decease, to the total exclusion 
of his two sisters, ^he Princess Mary, 

daughter of Queen Catherine, and 
Princess Elizabeth, daughter of Anna 
Boleyn. 

The consequences of this ambitious 
procedure, and the subsequent execution 
of Lady Jane Grey and her youdifui 
consort, are too wd} known to ir^quire re- 
capitulation here, and the Princess Mary 
ascending the throne upon the death of 
her brother, July 1553, the power of the 
Dudleys decreased as rapidly as it had 
previously been advanced. The Duke 
himself was speedily attainted in parlia- 
ment, and beheaded upon Tower Hill, 
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August 22, 155S; after his execution 
his body was removed to the Tower 
Chapel, and buried by the side of the 
Duke of Somerset, whom he had pre- 
viously brought to the scaffold by his 
diabolical manoeuvres; the two Dukes, 
by a singular coincidence, being interred 
between the two decapitated Queens of 
Henry the Eighth, Anna Boleyn and 
Catherine Howard; all four of them 
beheaded in the space of seventeen 
years. 

The three Dudleys, sons of the Duke 
of Northumberland, having been attaint- 
ed and sent prisoners to the Tower with 
their father, were afterwards pardoned 
by Queen Mary, but all their honours 
and estates forfeited to the crown. After 
the death of Queen Mary they were re- 
stored in blood by her successor Queen 
Elizabeth, and Ambrose the eldest son 
was, in the fourth year of her reign, viz. 
1562, created Viscount Lisle and Earl 
of Warxvick. He married first, Anne 
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daughter and co-heiress of William 
Whorwood, Esq. Attorney General to 
Henry the Eighth ; secondly, Elizabeth, 
sister and heiress to George Lord Tayls- 
boys; thirdly, Aniie, eldest daughter of 
Francis Russell, Ear] of Bedford, and 
dying without issue, February 21, 1589, 
was succeeded by Robert Dudley^ Earl 
of Leicester, the infant son of his bro- 
ther Robert deceased the year before j 
but this " Noble Imp^^ as he is usually 
styled, dying by poison July 1 9, 1 589, a 
few months after, his accession to his 
&mily honours, the title again became 
extinct, ^nd continued dormant till the 
sixteenth year of the succeeding reign, 
when it was revived in the person of 
Robert Lord Richy who by James the 
Firsit was created Earl of Warwick^ but, 
as itiippears, without the possession of 
the estates formerly annexed to the title. 
Warwick CasUe^ then in a ruinous con- 
dition, from having, as it is «aid, been 
used as a prison, beijig previously grant- 
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id by James the Fint to Sk Fu]k 
Greville, by him created Baron Brooke 
ef Beftuchamp's Court id Warwickshire^ 
from whom it dedcended in a direct line 
to Earl Brooke and Warwict> the pre- 
sent possessor. 

Robert Earl of Warwick married Pe- 
nelope, daughter of Robert Dcvereux, 
Earl of Essex, by whom he had issue 
Robert Lord Rich, and Henry y a captain 
in the Guards, and Knight of the Bath, 
afterwards created Baron Kensin^on, 
and Earl of Holland, and who, upon the 
death of his father and brother, became 
also Earl of Warwick; but dying at 
Holland House in Holbom, March 24, 
1618, was succeeded by his son Robert ^ 
Earl of Warwick sfcnd Hoiland^ upon the 
eldest of whose three sons these honours 
devolved; but the title becoming ex- 
tinct in 17^9, it was, upon the ^7tii df 
November in the same year, conferred 
upon Francis Greville^ Earl Brooiis, of 
l^auchamp's Court, thereupon crcwted 
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Earl of fVarwick by his late Majesty 
King George the Second. His Lordship 
married. May 16, 1742, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
by whom he had issue Louisa Augusta, 
married, April 1770, William Churchill, 
Esq.; Frances Elizabeth, married, July 
1764, Sir Henry Harpur, Bart.; Char- 
lotte Mary, married, August 1762, John 
Stewart, Earl of Galloway; George^ 
Ciiarles Francis, now dead, and Robert 
Fulke, married to the Dowager Countess 
of Mansfield. 

His Lordship dying July 6, 177S, was 
succeeded by bis eldest son George 
Lord Greville, born September 16^ 1746, 
now Earl Brooke, and tliirty-eighth £^zr/ 
ofJVarzckk^ Recorder of Warwick, Lord 
Lieutenant and Custos Rotulorum of 
the county of Warwick, andF. R.S. 
His Lordship married Georgiana, only 
daugliter of l^r James Feacbey, Bait., 
since created Lord Selsea, by whom he 
had issue George Lord Brooke^ born 
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March 1772, and died at Winchester 
May 1786. His Lady dying April 1772, 
a few days after the birth of her son, 
his Lordship married secondly, July 9, 
1776, Henrietta his present Countess, 
daughter of Richard Vernon, Esq. by 
Lady Evelyn Leveson Gower, daughter 
of the late Marquis of Staflfofd, and 
widow of John Fitzpatrick, Earl of 
Upper Ossory. By this lady he has 
issue Henry Richard Lord Brooke, born 
March 29, 1779, M. P. for Warwick, 
and Colonel of the Warwick regiment 
of militia ; Charles Robert ^ born April 
1780, Lieutenant-Colonel of the thirty- 
eighth regiment of foot ; Elizabeth ^ born 
in October 1781, died January 1806* 
Henry Leveson^ born 1782, died Au- 
gust 1802 4 * Harriet y horn 1785, mar- 



« The death of the Honourable Henry Leveson Greville, 
was attended with circnmstances to peculiarly affecting, that 
I cannot omit the relation. This interesting young man died 
as it appears at the early age of twenty. Actively engaged 
in the naval service nf Hn country, he had burst m blood- 
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ried, March 1805, the present Earl of 
Clonmell ; Caroline, Augusta^ and two 
younger daughters now living, 

vtssel wbibt cm board hit ship, then lyiog ftt Spitheftd, and, 
having beeo for some time in a precarioas state of health, 
from the dangerous effects of this accident, he obtained leave 
of absence, and came home to Warwick Castle for the be- 
nefit of bis native air, and the alleviating tenderness of a 
mother's cares. For some months after his retam he re- 
mained in a varying sort of indispositiofi, sometimes better 
and sometimes worse, the usual characteristic of decline, 
but rarely so unwell as to confine himself wholly to his 
apartment I be was in fact believed to be daily growing 
better, and his family vainly flattered themserves with the 
Impe of his speedy recovery. Under this impressitm he had 
for some time declined the attendance of the servant, who 
had hitherto lat up during the night la his apartment, and 
occasionally mingled in the society of his dmncstic circle. 

On the assise ^naday, Angijist 15, 1908, th« Judges upon 
(he Midland Circuit pass^ the day at the Castle, upon a 
visit to the Counters of Warwick^ the Sari being from 
home. The weather was unasnally sultry, and the family 
desiroua of e^ying the eool air of evehim^, remained in 
the spacious portico at the entrance, till nearly 10 oVloch^ 
when the visitors departed, and Mr. Greville, as was his >U8« 
tom at that hour, retired for the night. At five o'clock in 
the morning he was discovered a corpse! having expired, as 
it is believed, without a struggle, his valet who slept upon a 
couch at his chamber-door, not having heard a single groan 
or the slightest npise in his apartment during the night. 
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^' But who can paint the moHieri as the stood, 
Pierc*d with severe amazement, hating life, 
Speechless, and fix*d in. all the agony of woe! 



9t 



The Coontess of Warwick I have occasionally seen in the 
gay world} but here, upon the spot where her worth may be 
estimated more jostly, I have learned to appreciate the 
Talne of her maternal virtues. A mother placed at the head 
of an illnstrioas House, who like her has reared a numerous 
race, of which all the ^* sons are brave, and all the daugh- 
ters virtuous," ought, in these days of infidelity and dissi- 
pation, to be regarded with sentiments of reverence and 
respect. 

Such howeiier are mine, excited perhaps somewhat more 
powerfully by the garrulity of my venerable hostess, who, 
from " rosy morn till dewy eve," would not I believe be 
'* aweary " as die phrases it, of recounting to me i^necdotes 
of this amiable family. To Lady Elizabeth Greville, the 
eldest daughter of Lord Warwick, who died a few years 
since in the bloom of youth and beauty, my humble friend 
as it seems was fondly partial, and even now, whe» we 
sometimes talk over the subject of her early deatb^ she never 
fails to shed tears as she circumstantially recapitulates the 
funeral splendours of her interment, or expatiates with a 
sort of mournful pride upon the *^ grandeur '^ of the white 
velvet coffin, in which the remains of her interesting fo- 
vourite were deposited in the family vault at St. Mary's. 
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